
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 I enjoy assisting our community by sharing gardening ideas, answering 
questions, and researching ways to solve your toughest gardening problems.  If 
I can be of service to you, please let me know. 
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Butterfly Gardening Class 
 

Thursday, May 14th 
 

5:30-6:30pm 
 

Baker County Extension Office 
Butterfly Garden 

 

Learn about butterflies and the plants that 
attract them, plus receive a color field guide for 
identifying Florida wildflowers and butterflies. 

 

Class is free; all ages are welcome. 
 

Please RSVP by May 12th 
by calling 259-3520.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/
UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot 

Garden Festival Update 
 

Thanks to everyone who came out 
to support our 7th Annual Spring 
Garden Festival held on April 18th. 
 
Approximately 200 people strolled through the gates 
over the course of the day to purchase plants, view 
the new butterfly garden, and have their gardening 
questions answered by experts.   
 
If you purchased plants from the Baker County      
Master Gardeners, you can be sure that the money 
will be put to good use by funding youth gardening 
programs and educational projects. 
 
Thank you for your support and see you next year! 



 

 

Black, Sooty Mold on Landscape Plants  
 

What is this black, sooty mold on my landscape plants? At certain times of the 
year, particularly during the summer months, you are bound to notice a plant or 
two in your landscape that has a black fungus growing on the leaves. The culprit 
is none other than Capnodium, a type of fungus commonly known as black sooty 
mold. Sooty mold appears as a black staining or powdery coating on leaves and 
stems. While the black leaves may become unsightly, sooty mold itself does not 
directly harm the plant. However, severe infestations of sooty mold can affect 
the plant indirectly by shading the leaves which interferes with photosynthesis. 
 

Where does it come from? Aphids, soft scales, whiteflies and mealybugs are    
insects that feed on plants, using special mouthparts to pierce plant tissues and 
suck out the juices.  While they feed, these insects excrete large amounts of a 
sticky, sugary substance called “honeydew” which coats leaves, stems, and fruit 
and stimulates the growth of sooty mold. 
 

How can I get rid of the black mold? The only way to manage sooty mold      
problems are to manage the insect pests that are feeding on the plant.  An       
insecticidal soap or horticultural oil should do the trick.   Be sure to spray all parts 
of the plant, including the undersides of the leaves, and follow the label            
directions, repeating the treatment as directed on the label.  Once the insect 
problem is under control, the sooty mold will gradually fade away. 
 

How can I prevent further infestations?  Preventing a sooty mold infestation 
starts with proper irrigation, fertilizing, and pruning.  Too much water or fertilizer 
and heavy pruning can stimulate lots of new, succulent growth which is particu-
larly appetizing for these insect pests.  Established plants in the landscape 
shouldn’t need much in the way of water or fertilizer.  Try watering only during 
drought conditions and either switching to a slow release nitrogen fertilizer or 
skipping the fertilizer all together.  Pruning lightly during the growing season is 
usually safe, but save any heavy pruning for the dormant season (Jan/Feb). 
 

If you’ve had problems with sooty mold in the past, you’ll want to begin looking 
for these insects on your plants at least weekly as soon as the weather warms in 
spring.  Be sure to look at the undersides of the leaves too since many of these 
pests find shelter from the hot sun there.  Ants can also be a sign of trouble since 
they feed on the honeydew and will actually help to guard these pests from   
predators.  Early detection and control of the insect pest will not only halt further 
development f the sooty mold fungus, it will allow you to spot treat small areas 
or portions of the plant and save you the headache of having to treat large areas. 

 

Pictured from top to bottom:  Sooty mold on holly, resulting from a Florida wax 
scale infestation; Florida wax scale; crape myrtle aphids; adult whitefly; immature 
whiteflies (nymphs); mealybugs. 
 
*It is important to note that scale insects often look dissimilar, having many 
different shapes, sizes and colors; aphids all have the same body size and shape 
but may be different colors depending on the species; and some insects closely 
resemble others as is the case with mealybugs (a pest insect) and ladybug larvae 
(a beneficial insect).  If you need an insect identified, please contact the Baker 
County Extension Office for assistance. 



 

 

Centipede Lawns 
 

Centipedegrass was introduced into the United States from southeastern Asia in 1916. It is well adapted to the 
climate and soils of Northern Florida, making it a popular choice for lawns.  

 

Centipede is a slow-growing grass with medium texture and has a naturally lighter green 
color than other lawn grasses.  It also has lower maintenance and fertility requirements 
than other Florida lawn grasses, and for this reason it is often referred to as “poor man’s 
grass”.  But there is nothing poor about poor man’s grass unless you give it too much 
attention.  Since treating it like a high maintenance grass can lead to centipede grass    
decline, trying to fix the problem just might send you to the poor house. 
 

Before planting centipede (or any other type of lawn grass), be sure to have your soil pH tested and weigh the          
advantages and disadvantages of the species compared to your yard environment. 
 

Advantages 
 Does very well in acidic (pH 4.5–6.5) and infertile soils.  
 Fair shade tolerance 
 Survives drought conditions by going dormant.  Dormant grass turns brown, but quickly greens back up 

once the rain (or irrigation) returns. 
 Can be established from seed, sod, or plugs, and it spreads by aboveground stems called stolons.  
 Maintenance and fertility requirements are low compared to other turfgrasses. 

 

Disadvantages 
 Highly susceptible to damage from parasitic nematodes (especially ring nematodes) and 

the scale insect known as ground pearls (enlarged picture shown right).  
 Has a naturally pale yellow-green color and is prone to iron chlorosis (yellowing of leaf 

blades).  Purplish leaf blades are also somewhat common and can be caused by potassi-
um and/or micronutrient deficiencies, and other stresses such as spittlebugs. 

 Has poor wear tolerance and freeze tolerance. 
 Stolons have high lignin content and contribute to a heavy thatch layer, particularly when high nitrogen   

fertilization rates are applied.  
 The grass is often subject to centipedegrass decline, caused by a fungal disease which is influenced by     

improper management practices, particularly high nitrogen fertility.  
 Intensive management over a period of multiple years may result in root dieback in the spring, resulting in 

the death of large patches of the lawn. This condition is aggravated by thatch accumulation, resulting in 
new stolons growing several inches above the soil surface.  

 

While the disadvantages seem to outnumber the advantages, most problems can easily be prevented by: 
 Irrigating properly—no more than 1/2 to 3/4 inch water per application (from irrigation and rainfall) once 

or twice a week.  It’s best to let your lawn tell you when to water by waiting until you see signs of drought. 
 Maintaining a mowing height of 1.5-2.5 inches and never removing more than 1/3 of the leaf blade. 
 Preventing thatch accumulation—correct mowing height and frequency (at least every 10—14 days). 
 Ensuring low nitrogen fertility rates—over-fertilizing with nitrogen to obtain an unnaturally dark green col-

or reduces cold tolerance, increases maintenance problems, and contributes to centipede decline. 
 Never apply lime unless your soil test results recommended it—centipede prefers acidic (sour) soil and lim-

ing (sweeting) the soil can lead to decline by raising the soil pH too high.  
 Soil testing—results will show what type of fertilizer to use and how much to apply.  Soil test kits are availa-

ble from the Baker County Extension Office and come with a free consultation. 
 
 

Adapted and excerpted from:   Unruh, J. B., Trenholm, L. E., and Cisar, J. L. (2011).  Centipedegrass for Florida Lawns.  University of Florida. 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/lh009 Photo credits: J. Bryan Unruh 
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Growing Sweet Potatoes 
 

Native to the Americas, sweet potatoes are known for their colorful and tasty tubers. Their 
flesh is typically orange, but can also be yellow or purple.  A lesser known fact about these 
popular potatoes is that the leaves are edible as well.  Not only are the young leaves and 
shoots nutritious, they can provide you with a source of tender and mild-tasting leafy 
greens through the hot Florida summer. 
 

Planting and Care 
Sweet potatoes can be planted now through the end of June and will produce best in sandy soils.  Sweet potatoes 
are typically started from transplants called "slips” which are baby plants that sprout from a mature sweet potato. 
While you can grow sweet potato slips yourself, it’s best to purchase certified disease-free plants or vine cuttings 
from a reputable garden supply.  Plant the garden by spacing rows 48 to 54 inches apart with 12 to 14 inches be-
tween each plant. To keep tubers from splitting, water consistently and often.  Use a low-nitrogen fertilizer on sweet 
potatoes, such as 5-10-10 or 2-12-12.  High nitrogen fertilizers will cause the plants to produce a lot of foliage, but not 
many large tubers. 
 

Plan to rotate crops in the garden at least every two years to reduce disease and insect problems with your sweet 
potatoes.  And for better tasting potatoes, always dig up the previous crop and start a new planting.  You can keep 
your sweet potatoes going throughout the season by using vine cuttings to create new plants.  Just don’t leave the 
potatoes growing in the garden for too long or they’ll become tough and unpalatable. 
 

Sweet Potato Varieties 
'Centennial' and 'Beauregard' are two varieties that grow well in Florida gardens. Gardeners with less space should 
consider 'Vardaman', a bush type of sweet potato that's great for smaller gardens. 

 

Harvesting, Curing, and Storing  
It will be nearly four months before your sweet potatoes are ready to harvest. Once they 
are harvested, place them in a dark, warm room for at least two weeks before eating.  This 
will allow some of the starch to convert to sugar, increasing their sweetness.  Once they 
are done curing, store them in a cool, dry pantry. 
 
While a long growing season is required, you will be rewarded for your patience—having 
plenty of delicious and healthy sweet potatoes for the dinner plate or a sweet pie. 
 

And in case you’re wondering, “yams” are often used to describe sweet potatoes but a true 
yam comes from an entirely, unrelated plant. 

http://www.gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/outreach/plant_id/vegetables/potato_sw.shtml

