
 

Tree Scavenger Hunt 
 

Directions:  Name each tree that matches the correct description.  
 

 

1. I often grow down by the river because I can tolerate flooding.  
But I also make an attractive yard tree with my peeling, paper-like 
bark.  What tree am I? 

 
 

2. When I bloom I attract a variety of pollinators, including different 
species of bees, wasps, beetles and flies. Hint: I have an all-
American girl’s name. 

 
 

3. The Winged Elm tree has wing-like growths on its bark.  I also 
have some winged bark but I have star-shaped leaves and 
produce fruit that prick bare feet. 

 
 

4. Some say my bark looks like elephant skin and my wood was 
prized in Colonial times to make water wheels since it resists 
decay.  However, I do not live by the ocean, as my name might 
imply.   

 
 

5. My lumber is highly valued, and my edible nut is used in candy-
making, cleaning abrasives and explosives.  However, I’m not the 
best yard tree because my roots release a chemical that can kill 
other plants that try to grow too close.   

 
 

6. My fragrant flowers are a favorite of bees, who make a delicious 
honey from their harvests.  My green, heart-shaped leaves fade 
to yellow before dropping in autumn.  Hint: There’s nothing fishy 
about me, except maybe my name. 

 
 

7. I get my name from my distinctive cup-shaped flowers that 
resemble a popular flower bulb.  Some even think my leaf shape 
resembles the outline of this flower.  

 
 

8. My sweet, ruby red fruit is delicious when fresh and makes a 
great jam, but will also stain clothing and concrete walkways.  
What tree am I? 

 
 

9. My shiny, leathery leaves hold tight to my branches during winter 
when others drop.  My parents are considered gems of the south, 
but I am small in comparison.  What tree am I? 

 
 

10. After germinating from seed, I stay in a grass-like stage for 5-7 
years, growing slowly while I develop a strong root system.       
Then I grow faster, eventually reaching over 100 feet tall.          
Hint: I have long, needle-like leaves. 
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Tree Scavenger Hunt 
 

Directions:  Name each tree that matches the correct description.  
 
 

1. I am native to China, although I’m now extinct in the wild.  I have 
unique fan-shaped leaves, but don’t plant a female tree since 
they produce fruit that smells like a dead animal! 

 
 

2. Some call me a small tree, while others call me a large bush.  No 
matter what you call me, my name describes both the color of my 
berries and the color my leaves turn in fall, which is also what 
nails do when they get old. 

 
 

3. I attract a variety of insects while in bloom, and birds and small 
mammals when fruiting.  My flowers are white with ribbon-like 
petals that resemble an old man’s beard. 

 
 

4. My sweet, ruby red fruit is delicious when fresh and makes a 
great jam, but will also stain clothing and concrete walkways.  
What tree am I? 

 
 

5. I can grow to be massive in size and live to be hundreds of years 
old.  My leaves turn red during fall, but you wouldn’t know it from 
my name, which is called a different color. 

 
 

6. My branches hang down, but I’m not sad or crying like my name 
might suggest.  Instead I produce flowers that attract bees and 
bright red berries that make people smile!  What tree am I? 

 
 

7. The Winged Elm tree has wing-like growths on its bark.  I also 
have some winged bark but I have star-shaped leaves and 
produce fruit that prick bare feet. 

 
 

8. My lumber is highly valued, and my edible nut is used in candy-
making, cleaning abrasives and explosives.  However, I’m not the 
best yard tree because my roots release a chemical that can kill 
other plants that try to grow too close. 

 
 

9. I’m the ostrich of the tree world – my branches have wings 
although I cannot fly.   

 
 

10. I often grow down by the river because I can tolerate flooding.  
But I also make an attractive yard tree with my peeling, paper-like 
bark.  What tree am I? 
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Tree Scavenger Hunt 
 

Directions:  Name each tree that matches the correct description.  

 
1. Some say my bark looks like elephant skin and my wood was 

prized in Colonial times to make water wheels since it resists 
decay.  However, I do not live by the ocean, as my name might 
imply.   

 
 

2. I’m the ostrich of the tree world – my branches have wings 
although I cannot fly.   

 
 

3. My fragrant flowers are a favorite of bees, who make a delicious 
honey from their harvests.  My green, heart-shaped leaves fade 
to yellow before dropping in autumn.  Hint: There’s nothing fishy 
about me, except maybe my name. 

 
 

4. I can grow to be massive in size and live to be hundreds of years 
old.  My leaves turn red during fall, but you wouldn’t know it from 
my name, which is called a different color. 

 
 

5. After germinating from seed, I stay in a grass-like stage for 5-7 
years, growing slowly while I develop a strong root system.                
Then I grow faster, eventually reaching over 100 feet tall.                      
Hint: I have long, needle-like leaves and cones. 

 
 

6. My shiny, leathery leaves hold tight to my branches during winter 
when others drop.  My parents are considered gems of the south, 
but I am small in comparison.  What tree am I? 

 
 

7. My branches hang down, but I’m not sad or crying like my name 
might suggest.  Instead I produce flowers that attract bees and 
bright red berries that make people smile!  What tree am I? 

 
 

8. I am native to China, although I’m now extinct in the wild.  I have 
unique fan-shaped leaves, but don’t plant a female tree since 
they produce fruit that smells like a dead animal! 

 
 

9. I attract a variety of insects while in bloom, and birds and small 
mammals when fruiting.  My flowers are white with ribbon-like 
petals that resemble an old man’s beard. 

 
 

10. When I bloom I attract a variety of pollinators, including different 
species of bees, wasps, beetles and flies.  Hint: I have an all-
American girl’s name. 
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