
 

The Baker Bulletin 
Dear Extension Friends, 
 
 I hope your summer is off to a good start. We have been busy offering 
some great 4-H summer camps, getting ready to train a new group of Master 
Gardener volunteers, and developing new educational programs for the com-
munity.  See below for upcoming opportunities, and don’t forget to follow 
our website, blog, and Facebook pages for additional information, photos, 
and events. 
 
Sincerely,  
          
 
Alicia Lamborn, County Director 
UF/IFAS Extension Baker County 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to individuals and institutions 
that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or affiliations.  U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating.  Extension pro-
grams are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to 

participate in any activity, should contact the Baker County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later than ten (10) 
days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 
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Check out our Livestock 
Google Site!  

http:// 
baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

http:// 
blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco 

Baker County Garden Spot 
Baker County 4-H 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

July 1  Applications due for Master Gardener Volunteer Training (Aug 3—Sept 9) 
  See page 3 for details. Download the application here. 
 

July 14 Grape Field Day (Virtual) See page 8 for details. 
   

Aug 10 Backyard Poultry: To Vaccinate or Not  3:oo pm  
  Register here: https://connect.extension.org/event/backyard-poultry-to-vaccinate-or-not 
 

Aug 12 Deer Management for a Successful Hunt (Virtual Lunch-n-Learn) 12:00 pm 

  This workshop will discuss food plots, harvesting deer, and present an annual management calendar. 
  Register here: https://bit.ly/BakerCoDeerHunt 

 

Selling Backyard Poultry Products (Self-Paced, Online Course) 
Learn how to start a business (or improve an existing business) selling eggs, meat, or live poultry in the state of 
Florida. Topics include licensing/registration, record keeping, filing taxes, marketing your product, and drawing 
an income.  Register here. 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot/
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco
https://sites.google.com/ufl.edu/baker-county-4h-livestock-club/home
http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker/
http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker/
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/
https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot/
https://www.facebook.com/bakerco4h/
http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker/plants-landscapes-edible-gardens/master-gardener-program/
https://connect.extension.org/event/backyard-poultry-to-vaccinate-or-not
https://bit.ly/BakerCoDeerHunt
https://ifas-baker.catalog.instructure.com/courses/selling-backyard-poultry-products


 

 

By: 

Alicia Lamborn, 
Horticulture Agent 
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Highlights in Horticulture 
Tips for Florida-Friendly Yards  
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ (FFL) means using low-maintenance 

plants and environmentally sustainable practices to have a beautiful 
landscape or bountiful garden that saves you time, energy, and money. 
 

Landscape Design: In a landscape, plants fulfill multiple roles. 
For example, landscape designers often recommend grouping 
plants into masses to unify the design of plant beds. Groups of 
plants are visually pleasing, but this design technique provides 
environmental benefits as well. Trees planted in groups provide 
more atmospheric cooling than the same number of evenly 
spaced, isolated trees and are much better protected in high 
winds. In addition, trees planted in combination with appropri-
ate shrubs and groundcovers form effective windbreaks and 
wildlife habitat. 

 
Attract Wildlife: 
Increase vertical 
layering by planting 
a variety of plants 
in different sizes 
and heights. This 
will provide more 
cover and feeding 
opportunities for 
diverse species of 
wildlife. 
 

Water Efficiently: Rain is irrigation, too. Use it to your ad-
vantage! Don’t water your landscape if it’s rained in the past 24 
hours or if rain is forecast in the next 24 hours. Purchase a rain 
gauge to track how much rain your plants are getting. Install a 
rain shut-off device or soil moisture sensor to override your irri-
gation system when it’s raining. 
 
Compacted Soil: Many new homes are built on a raised platform 
of compacted “fill dirt” imported during the construction pro-
cess. Such compacted soils don’t absorb water readily and re-
strict the healthy root growth of plants. If you have a landscape 
that has compacted soil, loosen and amend the soil with organic 
matter as you add planting beds. 
 
Manage Yard Pests Responsibly: Avoid using 
broad-spectrum insecticides. They’re not se-
lective, meaning they also kill beneficial in-
sects. Instead, choose targeted products, 
which are designed to harm only specific pests. 
For example, products that contain an extract 
of the bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis 
‘Kurstaki’ are used to manage caterpillars  
without affecting other organisms. 

July in the Garden  
 

Flowers 
•  Although drought tolerant, our heat 

loving annuals and perennials may 
still benefit from irrigation during 
weeks with no rainfall. 

• Look for plants like angelonia, cole-
us, pentas, salvias, torenia, and or-
namental pepper if you have spots 
in the flower bed to fill.  Even 
butterfly lily and gladiolus bulbs can 
be planted during summer. 

 
Trees & Shrubs 
• Prepare your trees for hurricane season by checking for dam-

aged or weak branches.  If pruning is needed, avoid over-
pruning shade trees and palms, which makes them more sus-
ceptible to wind damage during a storm.  For more info, see: 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_tree_pruning 

• Keep an eye out for insect pests like aphids, scales, and 
mealybugs.  When noticed early, infestations are easily man-
aged using insecticidal soaps or horticultural oils, which are 
generally less toxic to beneficial insects that may be present. 

 
Lawns 
• Be on the look out for Doveweed, 

an aggressive summer lawn weed.  
It resembles St. Augustine grass, 
which sometimes allows it to go un-
noticed and take over the yard.  Be-
cause it prefers wet areas, it can be 
especially troublesome for poorly 
drained and overwatered lawns.  
Management involves pre– and post
-emergent herbicides which vary 
based on the type of lawn.  Please 
contact our office for treatment recommendations. 

 
Vegetables & Herbs 
• Harvest leafy greens all summer long by planting tropical spin-

aches including Malabar spinach, Okinawa spinach, longevity 
spinach, and more: https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/
plants/edibles/vegetables/tropical-spinaches.html  

 
Fruits & Nuts 
• After harvesting blueberries, plants can be topped to control 

height and encourage branching.  Depending on size, canopy 
height can be reduced by several inches up to a foot or more.  
This prevents plants from becoming too tall and will stimulate 
new growth that will become next year’s fruiting wood. 

• Fig trees can also be pruned after fruit harvest to eliminate 
dead, diseased, or rubbing branches, and to remove long, 
slender “water sprouts”.  Larger plants can be trimmed back 
to maintain a bushy shape which makes reaching fruit easier. 

Butterfly Lily,  
Hedychium coronarium  

Canva 

Azalea caterpillars 

Doveweed has creeping  
stems that resemble a grass. 

Credit: Annette Chandler, UF/IFAS 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_tree_pruning
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/tropical-spinaches.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/tropical-spinaches.html


 

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker/plants-landscapes-edible-gardens/master-gardener-program/


 

 

Lucky Cl   ver Chronicle 
By: 

Shaina Spann, 
4-H Agent 

By: 

Shaina Spann, 
4-H Agent 

Recap of Summer Camps 

We had an AMAZING 2 summer day camps this year! We made art, board games, books, candy             
dispensers, dug for fossils, learned about Florida’s prehistoric inhabitants, and more! 
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Barnyard Bulletin 
By: 

Alicia Halbritter, 
Agriculture Agent 

Learn more  about wildlife plots here: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag139 

 Type Seeding Rate 
(lb/acre) 

Seeding 
Depth (in) 

White Clover Legume 3-4 0-1/4 

Red Clover Legume 10-15 1/4-1/2 

Crimson Clover Legume 20-25 1/4-1/2 

Tall Fescue Grass 20-25 1/4-1/2 

Oats Grass 100-120 1-2 

Winter Peas Legume 40-60 1/2-1 

Rye Grass 90-120 1-2 

Ryegrass Grass 20-30 0-1/2 

Turnips Brassica 5-6 1/4-1/2 

Wheat Grass 90-120 1-2 

Wildlife Plots for Hunters 
Planting cool-season forage plots for deer can help attract deer to your stand, keep deer close 
during hunting season, and provides a nutritious source of food to help does repopulate and 

bucks grow larger.  

Cool Season Legumes 
Legumes are beneficial to plant as they fixate nitrogen 
into the soil which can reduce fertilizer costs. Legumes 

are also preferred by wildlife and provide a high protein 
food source.  

Cool Season Grasses 
Grasses can help create a more complete/longer grazing season 
and provide for deer early on in the season and into spring when 
energy needs are high.  

Brassica & Forage Chicory 
These crops are winter hardy and are often desired by wildlife. 
Planting things like radishes and turnips can help break up soil 
compaction.  

Blends 
Deer often prefer a blend of species for 

optimal grazing. Consider mixing   
grasses, legumes, and brassicas togeth-
er in one plot to provide a longer graz-
ing season and more options for wild-

life.  
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Three Invasive Plant Species You Should 
Remove From Your Yard 

By:  Alicia Lamborn , Environmental Horticulture Agent 

According to The Nature Conservancy, the cost of managing Florida's invasive plants alone is estimated at $100 
million each year. But there is another cost associated with invasive plants – the loss of native species that are 
displaced or disappear completely from non-natives that invade their habitat.  While there are hundreds of inva-
sive plant species in Florida, here are a few common invasive plants that should be removed: 
 

Mimosa, silk tree 
 

Invasive (no uses) according to the UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-native Plants in Flor-
ida’s Natural Areas. 

 

 
 

Chinese tallow tree, popcorn tree 
 

Prohibited from use in Florida according to 
the Federal Noxious Weed List, the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (FDACS). 
 

 

 
 
 

Japanese Honeysuckle 
 

Prohibited from use in Florida according to the Federal    
Noxious Weed List, the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services (FDACS). 

 

 
 

For additional assistance or help identifying invasive plants, email: Alicia Lamborn at alamborn@ufl.edu. 

Photo credits: UF/IFAS     
Assessment of Non-native 
Plants in Florida’s Natural 
Areas, https://
assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

What can you do? 
 

• Learn which plants on your property are invasive:  https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/  
 

• Learn effective techniques for removing invasive plants: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ag259  
 

• Fill your yard with Florida-friendly plants that won’t spread beyond their boundary: https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/

plants/ 

mailto:alamborn@ufl.edu
https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ag259
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/
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Whether you’re entertaining at home or just 
need a quick meal, we’ve got some no-cook 

recipes for healthy eating this summer! 

And for tips on healthy 
eating while traveling, 

click here.  

https://branding.ifas.ufl.edu/media/brandingifasufledu/infographics/HealthyEating_TravelingInfographic.jpg


 

 


