
 

The Baker Bulletin 
Dear Extension Friends, 
 

     This year, the 4-H Program is seeking monetary donations rather than 
holding a public auction.  Your contribution helps provide partial and com-
plete scholarships for children to attend events like Camp Cherry Lake, 4-H 
Legislature, 4-H University, as well as help fund volunteer screenings and 
school enrichment projects.  If you have donated items to the auction in the 
past (or even if you haven’t), consider making an equal monetary contribu-
tion to this worthy cause.  Please see page 4 for more details. 
  

Sincerely, 
 
 
Alicia Lamborn 
County Director / Horticulture Agent 
UF/IFAS Extension Baker County 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to individuals and institutions 
that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or affiliations.  U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating.  Extension pro-
grams are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to 

participate in any activity, should contact the Baker County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later than ten (10) 
days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 
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Baker County Garden Spot 
Baker County 4-H 

Upcoming Classes & Events 
 

 

June 24-28    4-H Camp Cherry Lake,  Madison, FL. Ages  8+. Early registration due May 3rd: Member $250/Non-Member $260; Late  
     registration by June 17th: Member $270/Non-Member $280.  Spend a fun and educational week away from home!   

 

July 8-11     4-H Chopstix Camp, 9:00am to 4:00pm. Meet at Baker County Extension Office.  $60 Registration; Ages 10+. Deadline to  
     register: July 1st. This field trip camp will explore Asian cuisine and culture from the farm to the table! 

 

July 16 Corn Field Day, 5pm, Suwannee Valley—NFREC, Live Oak.  Join us at the Suwannee Valley Research Center to hear an update    
on UF corn research projects. Save the date!  Registration to be announced.  

 

July 16 Grape Field Day, 9:30am to 3:30 pm, Frank Stronach Conference Center, 2556 West Highway 318, Citra, FL. No registration fee. 
RSVP by July 9 to Staci Sanders (352) 591-2678 or grapefieldday2019uf-ifas.eventbrite.com. 

 

July 25 Livestock & Forage Field Day, Santa Fe River Ranch, Alachua,  $20 pre-registration, $50 at the door, Youth $5. Learn about              
topics like forage economic outlook, nozzle selection, weed control in pastures, haylage, soil fertility/sampling, calving simula-
tor demonstration and forage systems.  

  

Jul 30-Aug 2  4-H University, University of Florida, Gainesville. $260 registration fee; Ages 14-18. Deadline to register: June 30th. 
 
Aug-Sept Master Gardener Training, Baker County Extension Office. $100 registration fee; applications due July 19th.  Volunteer training 

classes held Tuesdays and Thursdays, August 6 through September 12.  See page 7 for more details. 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot/
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco
https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot/
https://www.facebook.com/bakerco4h/
http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu/


 

 

By: 

Alicia Lamborn, 
Horticulture Agent 
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Highlights in Horticulture 
June Gardening Tips 

  

Flowers 
• Prune back tall growing perennials to control height and  

encourage lateral branching for increased flowers. 
• Plant colorful annuals that can tolerate the heat.  See page 3 

for a list of options. 
  
Trees & Shrubs 
• Scout frequently for pest prob-

lems like aphids and scale. Lace 
bug and spider mite problems 
often increase during hot, dry 
weather. 

Lawns 
• Stay ahead of the weeds by hand pulling or spot treating as 

needed.  For information on weed control, go to http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP141. 

• Plant turf plugs now to fill those bare spots in the lawn.  If 
left bare, weeds will fill the void. 

• Mow at the appropriate height to help control weeds and 
develop a deep root system.  Bahia: 3-4” / Bermuda: 0.5-
1.5” / Centipede: 1.5-2” / St. Augustine standards: 3.5-4” / 
St. Augustine dwarfs: 2-2.5” / Zoysia: 1-3” 

• Calibrate the sprinkler system to deliver ½” to ¾” each time 
you water.  Water when the grass blades fold or when foot-
prints remain in the grass. 

 
Vegetables & Herbs 
• When spring crops begin to fade, replace them with lima 

beans, southern peas, okra and sweet potato. 
• Use low volume irrigation like drip tubing or soaker hoses to 

supply water to the 
garden.  This helps 
conserve water and 
reduce disease prob-
lems by keeping water 
off of the leaves. 

 
Fruits & Nuts 
• Peach, nectarine and 

plum trees should be pruned lightly after harvest to maintain 
the open center of the canopy which allows light in to stimu-
late growth of new fruiting wood. 

• Established fig trees can be pruned after fruit harvest to 
eliminate dead or diseased limbs, limbs that cross or rub to-
gether, and to remove long slender “water sprouts”.  Larger 
plants can be trimmed back to maintain the bushy shape and 
make reaching fruit easier. 

• For information on fertilizing in the orchard, see page 3. 

Visit a Local U-Pick Farm 
 

A trip to a local U-pick farm makes a fun family outing. 
You can enjoy fresh air and sunshine while choosing the 
best quality fruits and vegetables at the peak of ripeness. 
There are lots of benefits to picking your own. You’re re-
connecting with nature, supporting your local economy, 
and getting to know your local farmers. A visit to a U-pick 
farm is a great learning opportunity for kids. They experi-
ence firsthand where their food comes from and how it 
grows; and studies show they’ll be more likely to eat their 
fruits and vegetables if they have a hand in the harvest.  
 
How To Find A U-Pick Farm 
 

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (FDACS) maintains a list of U-pick farms throughout 
Florida, but, because such farms are not required to regis-
ter with us, the list is not a complete one. (Note: Being 
listed does not imply that a U-pick farm is endorsed, ap-
proved, or otherwise sanctioned by FDACS.)  If you know 
of a local U-Pick operation not included on this list, be 
sure to let the grower know of this marketing opportuni-
ty.  Check out the list and browse farms by region or 
search by product type:  
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-
Fresh-From-Florida/U-Pick-Farms  

 
What To Bring 
  

Dress comfortably for your trip to the farm. Bring a hat, 
sunscreen, and insect repellent, and wear sturdy shoes to 
protect your feet. Remember to bring your own contain-
ers for picking in case the farm does not provide them.  
Calling ahead is recommended, as most are open only on 
a seasonal basis and may have specific times of operation. 
 
What’s in Season? 
  

Currently in north Florida, blueberries 
are in season.  Next will be grapes,   
followed by persimmons.  Whether 
from the farm or the grocery store, see 
what’s in season year-round at: https://
www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-
Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/Crops-in-Season  
 
 
Information from: https://www.freshfromflorida.com 

Aphids hiding on the  
underside of a leaf. 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP141
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP141
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/U-Pick-Farms
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/U-Pick-Farms
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/Crops-in-Season
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/Crops-in-Season
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/Crops-in-Season
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Consumer-Resources/Buy-Fresh-From-Florida/U-Pick-Farms


 

Plastic Flower Pot Donations Needed! 
 

If you have old, plastic nursery pots laying around, please consider donating them to the Master Gardener Program for  
recycling.  We can accept all sizes, but particularly need gallon and quart sized pots.  Feel free to deliver them to the front 

Extension Office.  For large quantities, please place them at the back fence gate near the greenhouse.  Thank you! 
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Lucky Cl   ver Chronicle 
By: 

Shaina 
Spann, 
4-H Agent 

4-H SPONSORSHIPS SOUGHT 
With repairs being made to the Ag Center, this year we are looking for program sponsorship rather than holding a 
public auction. A contribution would provide partial and complete scholarships for children to attend events, ranging 
in cost from $110 to $275, like Camp Cherry Lake, 4-H Legislature, 4-H University, as well as help fund volunteer 
screenings and school enrichment projects. 

Levels of 4-H Sponsorship:   
◊ Emerald: $300+         ◊ Gold: $200-$299        ◊ Silver: $100-$199         ◊ Bronze: $1-$99 

 

We are requesting that contributions be received by Monday, June 10, 2019 to ensure scholarships can be given for 
this summer. Please mail or drop off contributions to the Extension Office, 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, 
FL 32063.  All contributions are tax deductible and a thank-you letter will be mailed to you affirming the contributed 
amount. Please make checks payable to Baker County 4-H Association.   If youth who are planning to attend any 4-H 
events would like to help gather donations, please contact Mrs. Shaina at 259-3520 or slbennett@ufl.edu 

4-H Club Meetings & Events 
 

See upcoming summer camps on front page of newsletter! 
 

• Cloverleaf Cloggers— Contact Madeline for details. 
 
• County Council-  Not meeting over summer 
 
• Initial Market Animal Weigh-In—June 8th, 7am-9am. BC Fairgrounds 
 
• Counselor Training—June 17th, 9am-3pm.  Extension Office 
 
• Camp orientation—June 17th, 6pm.  County Administration Building 
 
• Livestock Club—  June 25th, 6pm.  Alpaca Farm—Accoyo Acres, 

14454 North SR 121, Macclenny.  
 
• Speech Workshop—July 18th, 9am-noon, Extension Office. 

 

            

   4-H  Clubs  
            Need Help! 

 

We need people to help teach subjects at club 
meetings. If you or someone you know is knowl-
edgeable about chickens, rabbits, cows, or arts & 

crafts, please contact Shaina at the Extension 
Office at 259-3520. 
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                     Leadership Roles in 4-H 
 

In April, Livestock Club elected their club officers. Every club should have a set of officers that are youth members to 
provide guidance to the club from the members’ perspective. One step up from that is being an officer for County 
Council. County Council is made up of members from all clubs that help to plan and organize activities for the county 
4-H program. Examples of those activities are: annual awards, fundraisers, community service opportunities, fun/
social events.  
 

Moving a higher level is District Council, which is made up of surrounding counties’ 
council officers and members. That group plans functions for the District 5 area 
which includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Columbia and Union counties. They also 
have representatives that report to our state council and the State Officer team.   
 

We are fortunate enough to have a Baker County 4-H member elected to District 
Council for the 2019-2020 year. Zane Fouraker who is a member of County Council 
was elected as the District Council Reporter!  Zane has been a 4-H member and 
summer camper for 5 years and really wanted to take his 4-H experience to the 
next level. We are so happy and excited for Zane’s next adventure with 4-H! 

mailto:slbennett@ufl.edu
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Barnyard Bulletin 
By: 

Alicia Halbritter, 
Agriculture Agent 

 Pond Water Sampling 
 

 

 
 

Why sample? 
Why would someone need to sample pond water? If 
you are having problems with algae, fish health, or  
water clarity, testing the pond water can help deter-
mine the root of the issue as well as provide guidance 
for solving the problem. Looking to stock a pond with 
fish? You should test the water first to make sure it is just 
right for those fingerlings!  

How do I sample? 
The Extension office offers free pond water sampling! 
Here are some tips for getting the best sample: 
• Use a recycled container, no smaller than 8 oz, no 

larger than 16 oz. 
• Collect in the morning (between 7 and 8am) with a 

clean container.  
• Try your best not to disturb the bottom while col-

lecting. 
• Completely submerge the container and cap it while 

under water. 
• Do not shake container once sample is collected. 
• Do not allow water to sit in hot sun or to freeze. 

What will the test tell me? 
After testing you will receive emailed results & recom-
mendations. The test includes: Dissolved Oxygen, Car-
bon Dioxide, pH, Alkalinity, Hardness, Ammonia, and 
Nitrites. You will receive the levels in your pond and be 
able to compare them to UF/IFAS recommended levels. 
If your levels are too high or too low, you will receive  
recommendations on how to correct the level.  

We look forward to helping you develop healthy, beautiful ponds full of fish to catch!  
Contact me to schedule your pond water testing today!  

904-259-3520 or aliciah1221@ufl.edu 

mailto:aliciah1221@ufl.edu
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Have you ever thought about having your own bees, are you an old time beekeeper or are you 
somewhere in between? 

 

A local beekeeper club is getting started in Baker County .  Meetings are scheduled for the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Macclenny Firehouse Subs (1448 S 6th St.) conference room.  

The first meeting is set for June 11th at 7:00 PM. 
 

This will be a casual meeting to discuss beekeeping techniques and offer new beekeeper training.  If 
you sell bees or equipment, please join and let us know who you are so that the new beekeepers 
know where to get bees and supplies. If you are an experienced beekeeper come and share your 

ideas and experiences. If you’re a new beekeeper or just getting started, come out and learn. 
 

For more information, contact Jim Altmiller, 904-304-5800 

Baker Beekeepers  
Association 
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