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The UF/IFAS Extension Office is available to help you with your
farming, gardening, landscaping, and 4-H youth development
PEANUT BUTTER CHALLENGE needs by providing educational programming, free consultations
and information. Contact us at:

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

MEAT GOATS
UF/IFAS Extension Baker County
LUCKY CLOVER 4-H 1025 W. Macclenny Ave. Macclenny, FL 32063
FLORIDA'’S NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA Phone: (904) 259-3520 Email: baker@ifas.ufl.edu
Hours: M—F 8:30 am to 5:00 pm (Closed Noon to 1:00 pm for Lunch)
ONLINE CLASSES FROM
UF/IFAS EXTENSION BAKER COUNTY @) The Peanut Butter Challenge is coming!

STRAWBERRY PLANT FUNDRAISER

Efﬁ'ffﬁ Support the farmers and our local food
bank by donating jars of peanut butter
to the Baker County Extension Office!

vﬁv http:// B|og http:// n Baker County Garden Spot Check out our Livestock
o 4 baker.ifas.ufl.edu blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco Baker County 4-H » Google Site!

Programs & Events

October Strawberry Class & Plant Sale — See page 6 for class info & plant sale fundraiser details.

Oct10 2023 Ag Irrigation Expo FREE — Enjoy irrigation exhibits, field demonstrations, educational
sessions and a tradeshow. Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-ag-irrigation-expo-
tickets-6753449013817

Oct20 2023 Persimmon Field Day FREE workshop on growing persimmons in North Florida. Visit the
persimmon grove; light refreshments provided. Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/

persimmon-field-day-tickets-694769262567

Oct26 2023 Cold Hardy Citrus Field Day $5 A fun and informative day exploring the world of cold har-
dy citrus, featuring expert speakers, & touring citrus groves. Register here: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/cold-hardy-citrus-field-day-tickets-664612161867?aff=oddtdtcreator

Online See page 6 for online classes: Butterfly Gardening, Growing Strawberries, Growing Backyard
Blueberries & Blackberries, Backyard Poultry Basics, and Selling Backyard Poultry Products.

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to individuals and institutions
that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. Extension pro-
grams are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to
participate in any activity, should contact the Baker County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later than ten (10)
days prior to the event. Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
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Our county
IS competing
In the Peanut
Butter
Challenge

in October!

Bring
unopened
peanut butter
jars to our
office and
help us feed
our hungry
neighbors.
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Meat Goats in Florida

Goats are a popular choice for those with smaller acreage operations or wish to have smaller
livestock with less financial investment. Meat goats are preferred to dairy goats if you are look-
ing for a financially viable operation since there is little resources for commercial goat dairies.

Breeds
Boer—High growth rate, muscling, lower health traits.
Kiko—Hardy, low input, large framed
Fainting Goats—Smaller framed, very heavy muscled, hardy goats
Nubian—dual purpose (dairy/meat), more meat than most dairy breeds.
Savanna— Growth and survival, little research related to this breed.
Spanish— High sur viability, moderate frame, good mothers

Types of Operations
Commercial—This is the largest segment of the industry. These
operations produce animals for the commercial meat market.
Breeds may be mixed. Financial sustainability depends on the
ability to keep costs low, they are beholden to market prices.
Seed Stock—These operations develop breeding stock for the in-
dustry. They strive to develop better animals which will be sold to
the commercial market.
Elite—These operations are producing elite/high-end stock that
you will find winning livestock shows and in Al catalogs.

Selling Kids
No matter which segment of the industry you decide to partic-
ipate in you will be generating profit by selling kids (goat ba-
bies). Small ruminants are capable of having multiple kids in
one birth (2-3) which makes each breeding animal more
profitable. Kids sold for meat will generally be taken to market
when they reach 70-90 pounds. In north Florida, most profit
will be at the livestock auction as there is not a large market
for goat meat in the area.

Risk Factors
e Disease & Parasites affecting animals
e Loss of kids at birth
e Lack of marketing ability
e Market price not suitable for profit

Find a sample budget for 25 does HERE
Oklahoma Basic Meat Goat Manual HERE

WAR

AR Basic Goat Production for Kentucky HERE



https://extadmin.ifas.ufl.edu/nflag/livestock/goats/enterprise-budgets-for-meat-goats---25-does/
https://extension.okstate.edu/programs/meat-goat-production/oklahoma-basic-meat-goat-manual.html
https://www.kysu.edu/academics/college-acs/school-of-ace/co-op/publications-goat-production.php
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How Does the Overall 4-H Program Work?

According to The ABCS of 4-H, “The 4-H Youth Development Program aims to be youth-centered, profes-
sional-led, and volunteer-delivered. To make this happen, 4-H encourages the teamwork of county- and campus-
based faculty, staff, and volunteers to offer youth and adults high-quality personal growth opportunities. Volun-
teers, as full partners in 4-H, contribute their unique talents, skills, and knowledge of their communities to assist
county 4-H faculty in offering a comprehensive local 4-H youth development program. “

What this means is every local 4-H program has a 4-H Professional leading the county program, volunteers
delivering high-quality youth programs that are centered around interests of the youth in the community. The 4-H
Agent in the county is helping to train volunteers to lead community clubs for members.

How Does 4-H Reach Youth?

4-H provides safe, inclusive, and fun learning environments for youth ages 5-18 through clubs, school pro-
grams, short-term (SPIN) clubs, school-age child care programs, day and residential camps, individual study, and
instructional videos. These are done in the ‘Learn By Doing’ method, youth-adult partnerships (a relationship with a
positive caring adult!), contests, community service and collaborations with other youth organizations.

Why Does 4-H Need Volunteers?

4-H needs volunteers to provide leadership for clubs. A club organizational leader establishes annual club
goals and objectives, planning meetings and activities, and disseminates information to club members. Club activi-
ty leaders assist with group activities like community service, fundraisers, or social activities (parties, kick-off, etc...).
They also work with other volunteers to meet club goals and keep the membership informed of scheduled activi-
ties. County Association Members contribute to the success of the county 4-H Youth Development program by as-
sisting the County 4-H Staff and other volunteers with the planning and evaluating educational programs
and activities for county 4-H youth. Provides input into the setting of program priorities.

Without volunteers, clubs and community events would cease to exist! That’s why we need YOU! We need
caring adults to inspire sparks in our community’s youth to continue the 4-H program. If you are interested in vol-
unteering please reach out to the extension office.

We need volunteers! 4-H Friendsgiving
For Baker County 4-H to November 16, 2023 6-7pm

grow we need more oppor- Awards & Recognition Night
tunities for youth and for Please RSVP by 11/09/23

that to happen, we need Bring a family sized side dish!
more volunteers!

o —

4-H Club Meetings & Events .
e October 2—4-5pm, Cloverbuddies, 4-H Class- Members ShOWIng at the Baker

oo County Fair or North Florida Fair

e October 3— 6-8pm, National Night Out, Me-

morial Park MUST re-enroll to be bona fide

e October 24-29- Baker County Fair

e November 16— 6-7pm, Friendsgiving, Location |
no members!




Florida’s Nativc Flora & [Fauna

By: Allcaa Lamborn , Environumental Hortieulture Agent

Featuring some of Florida’s native flora (plant life) and fauna (animal life) so you can learn to recognize, appreciate,
and protect native species. We’ll also aim to dispel myths and provide tips for managing conflicts with wildlife.

Turkey Tangle Fog Fruit
Don't you f'usf love plants with fun names?
This long-lived native perennial (Phyla nodiflo-
ra) also goes by the names Frogfruit, Match-
weed, and Capeweed.

And while some may consider it o be weed,
the species has become increasingly popular in
landscapes where it is used as a low-growing
groundcover, a turf substitute in low traffic
areas, and even planted in mixed lawns that
desire pollinators.

Photo credits: Canva

In addition to having a fun name, it is adored
for its evergreen leaves, year-round flowers,
wide range of soil folerances, and ease of
maintenance (dare I say no maintenance?).

And did T mention pollinators? The purple and
white flowers provide nectar for many species
of butterflies. Additionally, the common buck-
eye, phaon crescent, and white peacock but-
terflies all rely on the species as a larval host
plant.

Maxing out its height around 6 inches, it can
easily blend in with furf. In fact, you may al-
ready have this plant intermingling in the
lawn. If not, just ask a friend to share some
with you. It can be propagated by division and
planted in full sun or partial shade. It grows
naturally in dry, moist, or wet sites and readi-
ly makes itself at home in disturbed areas
(landscapes).

White Peacock Butterfly

The White Peacock (Anartia jatrophae) is a
member of the Nymphalidae family, otherwise
known as the brush-footed butterflies.

Both males and females appear similar, having
white with brown markings and orange margins.
The forewing has a small black central spot,
while the hindwing has fwo small black spots
and a short tail.

Adults fly low to the ground
in search of nectar and lar-
val host plants. Light green
eggs are laid singly (or
sometimes in small clusters)
on host leaves of water hys-
- sop (Bacopa monnieri) and

p| Frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora).

Mature larvae are black with
small white spots and black
spines.

b The chrysalis is green.

Common throughout Florida,
the preferred habitat for
this species includes wet
diches, pond edges, canal
banks, roadsides, and dis-
turbed sites.

Photo credits: Canva (adult butterflies) and Sara
Bright, Alabama Butterfly Atlas (egg, larvae, chrysa-
lis).



Online COUfSGS from UF/IFAS Extension Baker County

Growing Selling
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Gardeni Strawberry Blueberries & £y Poultry
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Register Register
Here
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U'F'IFAS Extension ~an MASTER

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA \“vi{‘ GARDENER
@Q\vi VOLUNTEER

STRAWBERRY PLANT FUNDRAISER

'Chandler' Strawberries

» A favorite due to good flavor, high yields, and
long harvest season.
e Fruit are large and juicy - suitable for eating 50 pICI nts - $2 5
fresh, canning or freezing
. e Well-suited for North Florida gardens
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10 plants - $6

PRE-ORDER TODAY
PAY AT PICK-UP

209-3620

and growing instructions.
Plus, we have a free online
(self-paced) class available:

~"‘. i
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https://ifas-baker.catalog.instructure.com/courses/selling-backyard-poultry-products
https://ifas-baker.catalog.instructure.com/courses/selling-backyard-poultry-products
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewU_uLaVvLHo5taCU3Ok5WI7JIUqnqDeQ0bVgSXj-ilVxAsw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewU_uLaVvLHo5taCU3Ok5WI7JIUqnqDeQ0bVgSXj-ilVxAsw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0obtZwHGgUZH5OwG6n5s6r9on4z2NmdpGZTjmjC87zBU_tA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0obtZwHGgUZH5OwG6n5s6r9on4z2NmdpGZTjmjC87zBU_tA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOxNTtNT9NSDA2TYhmtotA9_aKi_-g1VjvdHN1f3E1zWhQnQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOxNTtNT9NSDA2TYhmtotA9_aKi_-g1VjvdHN1f3E1zWhQnQ/viewform
https://ifas-baker.catalog.instructure.com/courses/backyard-poultry-basics
https://ifas-baker.catalog.instructure.com/courses/backyard-poultry-basics

