
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 March was surprisingly cold after such a mild winter.  I just hope those 
that planted vegetables early didn’t lose too much money on their crops.              
I suppose that is the risk you take since early planting can either be costly or 
rewarding.  Either way, let’s hope that April brings some warmer weather (but 
not too warm) so that we can all enjoy some spring gardening.  If you have   
gardening questions along the way, or need suggestions on what to plant, 
please remember that we are here to help! 
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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April 2013 

Evening in the Arboretum 
 

Thursday, April 25th, 6:00 pm — 7:00 pm 
Baker County Arboretum & Teaching Garden @ 1025 W. Macclenny Ave in Macclenny 

 

The arboretum is home to many unique tree species and we will be hosting 
tours to teach you about their unique features.  There will also be a tree 

planting demonstration to give you the keys to success when planting trees (yes 
there is more to it than just digging a hole).  Bring the kids out for a scavenger 

hunt and turn in the completed activity for a chance to win a 4-H summer camp 
voucher.  Photographers of all ages are invited to bring their cameras to capture 
photos for our photo contest.  Photo contest details and prizes can be found at 

http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu/ArboretumPhotoContest.html 
 

Each participant will also be entered to win a tree! 

Garden Festival 
Saturday, April 6th 2013 

9 am — 2pm  

Baker County Extension Office  



 

 

Plants for Wet Areas of Baker CountyPlants for Wet Areas of Baker CountyPlants for Wet Areas of Baker County   
 

If part of your landscape puddles after a downpour or turns into a swamp during prolonged rainy 
weather, you may want to find plants that are tolerant of occasional flooding. 

 
Trees       Shrubs     Grasses 

 

 River Birch      Buttonbush        Muhly Grass 
     Sweet Bay Magnolia            Dwarf Palmetto           Fakahatchee Grass 
    Green Ash / White Ash                Hydrangea  
 Florida Elm          Oakleaf Hydrangea 
           Winged Elm           Selloum 
   Live Oak           Simpson’s Stopper 
           Bald Cypress               Sparkleberry 
          Pond Cypress            Swamp Hibiscus 
          Florida Maple         Sweet Pepperbush 
            Red Maple             Titi 
          Red Buckeye             Virginia Willow 

Did You Know?   
Construction and Trees Don’t Mix 

 

Tree roots can be damaged by construction equipment.  So if you’re planning on putting in a pool,  
adding on to the house, or other construction on your property, be sure you consider the  

critical root radius if you want to keep your trees. 

 
There is a risk of failure when more than 
40% of the roots in the Critical Root  
Radius (CRR) are damaged or destroyed 
during construction activities. 
 
To determine the CCR of your tree, you 
will need to measure the DBH, or  
diameter of the tree at breast height,  
and then multiply the diameter by 1.5. 
 
Once you determine the CCR of your tree, 
you’ll want to install orange construction 
fencing to prevent any heavy equipment 
from wandering in the CCR region.   
 
If heavy equipment in unavoidable in this 
area, take as much precaution as you can, 
but be prepared to lose the tree. 

 
 
 

DBH     CRR 
5 inches    7.5 feet 
10      15 
15      22.5 
20     30 
  

DBH 

CRR 

DBH x 1.5 = CRR 



 

 

Fertilizer Tips for Florida-Friendly Lawns and Gardens 
 

Last month we covered soil testing and selecting a lawn fertilizer, so this month we’ll continue the theme with 
some additional fertilizer tips that keep your plants healthy while also protecting Florida’s environment. 

 

Lawns:  If you are fertilizing your lawn this month, remember that the amount of fertilizer to ap-
ply at any one time depends on four things:  (1) the amount of total nitrogen in the bag, (2) the 
percentage of slow-release nitrogen in the bag, (3) the square footage of your lawn, (4) whether 
the turf is growing in shade (turf in shade will need less fertilizer). 
 

You can use the chart below to determine the amount of fertilizer to apply based on the percent 
nitrogen (1st number on the bag) and the square footage of your lawn (this should be measured, 
not guessed).  If applying a fertilizer product with at least 30% to 50% slow-release nitrogen, the 
amounts in the table can be doubled. 
 

Landscapes:  For newly planted trees and 
shrubs, you may want to incorporate        
organic matter into the planting area but 
avoid adding it only to the planting hole. 
Fertilizer should be applied 4-6 weeks after 
planting to avoid burning roots. For annuals 
and perennials, add 2-4 inches of organic 
matter, such as compost, to the soil sur-
face.  Next sprinkle a controlled-release, 
general purpose fertilizer (such as 15-0-15) 
at the rate indicated on the label.          
Thoroughly mix it into the top 6 inches of 
soil, install your plants, and then add 
mulch, at least 2-3 inches after settling. The 
slow-release fertilizer may last the life of 
your annuals and should also be enough to 
get your perennials established, after which 
time perennials may require little to no fertilizer to remain healthy. 
 

Vegetable Gardens:  Soil testing really helps take the guess work out of fertilizing, but without the benefit of a soil 
test, gardens should be broadcast with fertilizer before planting and then side-dressed or banded with fertilizer at 
planting time, along the plant rows (2-3 inches to the side of, and 1-2 inches below, the seed level or plant row).  For 
10-10-10 fertilizer, broadcast 2 pounds (approx. 5 cups) per 100 sq. feet and band 4 oz. (1/2 cup) per 10 feet of row. 
Banding can be repeated 2-3 times as necessary during the life of the crop, at half the rate above. 
 

Rain and Fertilizer Don’t Mix:  Do we ever receive the exact amount of rain we need, when we need 
it?  Of course not!  That’s why you should never apply fertilizer before a rain.  1/4 inch of water is all 
that is needed to wash your fertilizer off the leaf blades or mulch and down to the root zone.  When 
we rely on rain water to do the job, we can easily end up wasting fertilizer and polluting ground water 
if more than 1/4 inch falls from the sky, or if we receive a heavy downpour resulting in runoff.   Use a 
rain or sprinkler gauge to track irrigation and you’ll apply just the right amount of water every time. 
 

Ponds, Lakes, and Rivers:  Designate a “maintenance-free zone” of at least 10 feet around bodies of water.  Don’t 
mow, fertilize, or apply pesticides in that area, and enhance vegetation with additional plantings that will capture 
any fertilizers that move from your lawn or landscape when a hard rain occurs, before they can pollute the water.  If 
you don’t live on the waterfront, you can still protect it by staying 10 feet away from hard surfaces when applying 
fertilizer using a rotary spreader (one that throws fertilizer) or 3 feet away when using a drop spreader. 

Lawn Fertilization Chart 



 

 

Baker County Extension Service 
1025 West Macclenny Avenue 

Macclenny, FL 32063  
 

Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

   

Master Gardener Volunteer Training  
 

Master Gardener Volunteer Training has been postponed!  
Applications are now due by July 1st for training during August and September. 

 
To help meet the demands of the local community, the Extension Service provides 
training for volunteers who assist in offering educational information and advice on 
garden-related topics.  Gardening knowledge and experience are not a requirement 
for acceptance into the program.  We will teach you all about gardening, but most 
importantly, we will give you the training you need to assist the community that     
relies on our services.   
 
 

Master Gardener Volunteer Training will take place at the Baker County Extension Office 
in Macclenny on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am - 1pm during a 7 week period of    
August and September, 2013 (the official schedule will be released next month).   
 
The cost for training materials is $50 ($60 for couples) and payment plans are available.  There is no 
cost for returning Master Gardener Volunteers who completed the training in previous years.   

 
Please refer to the updated Baker County Master Gardener application packet for    
full program details and requirements.  For an application packet, visit the Master       
Gardener page on our website at http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu or stop by our office to    
pick one up.  Please call (904) 259-3520 if you have questions about the training or     
concerns regarding volunteer requirements after reading the application packet. 
 

 
Baker County has a good group of Master Gardeners who find their work 
fulfilling in many ways.  There is camaraderie among the group, working 
together while having fun!  We hope you’ll consider joining our family! 


