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Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

Announcements & Notices 

 

Baker County Extension Horticulture Program 2013 Statistics: 
 

 Consultations:    Other:  
  Phone Calls: 555    Class/Workshop Participants: 627   
  Office Visits: 550    Newsletter Recipients: 443    
  Field Consultations: 451    Website Visits: 506,331   
  Email Consultations: 60   Educational Materials Prepared: 70 

 

Let us know how we can help you in 2014! 

A special thanks to our Baker County Master Gardener  
Volunteers, who dedicated a total of 435 hours to the  

Extension Horticulture Program during 2013: 
 

Jeanette Brown,   Kyle Brown,   Pat Collier,   Cindy Jenkins,   Roberta  
Koniuchowsky,   Maggie Lyczak,   Mac McDaniel,   Mary Ann Ray,    

Billie Reeves,   Anne Taylor   and   Karin Thomas! 
 

2014 UF/IFAS Extension  

Calendars Now Available! 

 
 

 
 

 

Stop by the Baker County Extension Office to 

pick up a free 2014 calendar filled with colorful 

photos, interesting facts from the past 150 years of 

Extension, and practical solutions for your life! 

 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 Thanks for making 2013 such a great year!  It is always nice to meet new 
people and see familiar faces at our classes, community exhibits, and events.  
And a huge thank you to all who participated in our program surveys and news-
letter survey!  The gift basket winners are featured below, along with more  
information about how you can win one of our gift baskets next year.   
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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2013 Gift Basket Winners 
 

Thanks to all of you who participated in our program surveys and newsletter survey!  
Your feedback is extremely valuable to us and helps us to better serve the community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Invitations for surveys are sent to all newsletter recipients, Florida-Friendly Landscaping class participants, 
and Edible Gardening Workshop participants.  That’s 3 chances to win 1 of 3 gift baskets full of Extension 

and gardening goodies (minimum $30 value each) just for telling us about your experience! 

Congratulations 
to Sharon Ruttan 

of Jacksonville 
who won the  

Edible  
Gardening  
Gift Basket 

Congratulations 
to Barb Dendauw 

of Macclenny 
who won the  
Newsletter  
Survey Gift  

Basket 

Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping 
Gift Basket 

Winner: 
Denise Melton  
of Macclenny 
(not pictured) 



 

 

Winter Grown Peas 
 

This winter, make good use of all the space in your vegetable garden by growing English, Snow, 
or Snap Peas.  These tasty legumes can be planted January to March in North Florida. 

 
English Peas:  Garden peas that must be shelled before eating are called “English peas.”  There are many varieties 
to choose from and gardeners can succession plant by planting 3-4 varieties that require different lengths of time 
to mature.  Dwarf varieties are also available and do not require a trellis for support.  Peas should be picked in 
prime condition and eaten or preserved as soon as possible after harvest.  Higher temperatures will cause peas to 
pass the edible stage more rapidly.  Peas, blanched and quickly frozen, may be held in good condition for a year or 
more.  Some recommended varieties for Florida include ‘Wando’ and ‘Green Arrow.’ 

 
Snow Peas:  Also called edible-podded peas or sugar peas, these varieties closely resemble 
the English pea in plant and growth characteristics except that the pods are flatter, broader, 
more tender, and less fibrous. Entire pods, including the immature seeds, are eaten whole.  
Snow peas perform better under higher temperatures than the English pea, and are          
harvested before the seeds start to accumulate starch.  Not only are snow peas cooked or 
stir-fried, they are also delicious raw.  The pods of Oregon types are edible.  Recommended 
varieties include ‘Oregon Sugar Pod’ and ‘Dwarf Sugar.’ 
 

Snap Peas:  These edible-podded peas are soft and tender, but differ from snow peas in their round instead of flat 
pod shapes and thin pod walls.  They are also so crisp, sweet, and succulent that they may be snapped into pieces 
and mixed into salads or eaten whole as an appetizer. They may also be stir-fried or steamed, and have a            
distinctive appearance and flavor.  Snap peas perform better under higher temperatures than the English pea, and 
are harvested while tender.  Mature pods (2½ to 3 inches) require "stringing," while overgrown, fibrous pods 
should be shelled and combined with other more-tender edible pods.  Recommended varieties include 'Sugar 
Rae,' 'Sugar Bon,' 'Sugar Ann,' and 'Sugar Snap.' 'Sugar Snap' requires a trellis, reaching  4 to 6 feet.  It has been 
reported to recover from frost and from cold down to 20°F. 

Tulips Not A Good Fit For Florida Gardens 
 

By: Jeanette Brown, Baker County Master Gardener 
 

If you have tried growing tulips here in north Florida with little success, you are not alone.  There are many bulb-
ous plants that are good fits for our area, but tulips are not among them.  The warm winters here do not give the 
bulbs the cool dormancy resting period they need.  This is a requirement to stay healthy and blooming year after 
year. 
 

If you still want to try tulips, be sure to purchase bulbs that have been pre-chilled for 
two to four months and plant them during winter.  Just remember to treat them like 
annuals, as the bulbs are not likely to bloom again.  If you are determined to save your 
tulip bulbs and chill them on your own, you can try chilling them in the refrigerator for 
at least 60 days at 40oF.  The tricky part is keeping them away from ripening fruit and 
vegetables, and you’ll need to plant them in December, immediately following cold 
storage. 
 

If chilling the tulip bulbs on your own sounds like too much trouble and you just want 
to enjoy having them around the house, consider purchasing new blooming plants each 
year from a garden center or florist and enjoying them while they last. 

 

 

Cleaning Bird Feeders & Bird BathsCleaning Bird Feeders & Bird BathsCleaning Bird Feeders & Bird Baths   
 

Watching backyard birds at feeders and bird baths can be quite enjoyable, especially  
during winter.  But keeping these areas clean is important for bird health. 

 
Feeders:  Clean your feeders at least once every 2—3 weeks to ensure they do not accumulate moldy and decom-
posing seeds, bird droppings or other contaminants that can make birds sick. When weather conditions are warm 
or wet weather, it may be necessary to clean them more regularly.  
 

 Glass, ceramic and plastic bird feeders (except hummingbird feeders):  Clean using a 10% bleach solution 
(1 part bleach to 10 parts hot water), taking care to ensure they are completely dry before refilling.  

 

 Wooden bird feeders:  Clean using hot soapy water and a bristled brush. 
 

 Hummingbird feeders:  Clean using hot water and a bottle brush. Unlike other feeders, hummingbird 
feeders should not be cleaned with bleach, soap, or any type of detergent to prevent contamination of 
the nectar when they are re-filled. 

 
Baths:  Empty the bath 1-2 times per week to prevent breeding mosquitoes and replace with fresh water for the 
birds. Replacing the water on a regular basis will prevent algae build-up, but occasionally the bath will need a more 
thorough cleaning.  
 

 Cement baths:  Clean with soap and warm water only (no chlorine).  
 

 Metal baths:  Use soap and water or a 10% bleach solution (1 part chlorine bleach to 10 parts water) if 
the bath is exceptionally dirty.  

Interested in Monitoring Birds? 
 

Do you like attracting birds to your yard? The Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation's Wildlife Exten-
sion Office, in conjunction with IFAS Information Technologies, developed the Florida Bird Monitoring Program.  
 

The objective of the Florida Bird Monitoring Program is to provide a website where participants can enter and 
view bird survey data collected by themselves and others around the state. Homeowners and participants from 
natural resource, Cooperative Extension, and education programs are encouraged to participate. 
 

Which types of birds are visiting a yard or neighborhood? Through this website, you can track which birds occur in 
your yard and community over time. If you are a property owner who is landscaping to attract birds, you can 
monitor which landscaping strategies and management techniques worked best. By participating in this bird  
monitoring program, you can see how these techniques affected birds in your yard.  
 

You can also monitor the quantity and types of birds that visit any area throughout the state from month to 
month or year to year. For more information on how to join, visit the website at http://bird.ifas.ufl.edu. 

 
Pictured L to R: 
Carolina Chickadee, 
Eastern Bluebird, Red-
bellied Woodpecker, 
Tufted Titmouse 
 

http://bird.ifas.ufl.edu

