
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 Summer has arrived and if you still need to line up some activities for 
the kids, many of the 4-H summer camps still have spots available.  See page 4 
for information on our bug camp and visit the website for other camp themes 
and details.   
  

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
UF/IFAS Extension Baker County 
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Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Plants for High pH Soils 
 

The pH of a soil measures relative acidity or alkalini-
ty.  The acidity-alkalinity scale ranges from 0 to 14, 
with pH of 7 being neutral, below 7 being acidic, and 
above 7 being alkaline.  Some folks commonly refer 
to alkaline as sweet and acidic as sour, but these 
terms can be dangerous since “sweet soil” sounds 
like a good thing to have.  On the contrary, most 
plants prefer a slightly sour (acidic) soil but will gen-
erally tolerate a range of soil pH values.  If the pH is 
outside the preferred range of the plant (too high or 
too low), nutrient deficiency and/or toxicity prob-
lems will develop. 
 
In certain cases, soil pH may be elevated and garden-
ers find it difficult to grow certain plant species.   
Some common reasons for having an elevated pH 
are over-liming, leaching of alkaline materials from 
buildings and concrete walkways, and soil that was 
excavated when digging a pond (or purchased as fill 
dirt) and used as top soil to build up the land.   
 
A soil pH test (available through the Extension Office) 
can confirm a high pH problem and will allow you to 
match your plants to your existing site conditions.   
 
The following select plants are 
those that will tolerate an     
alkaline pH (above 7.0): 
 
Up to pH 7.2:  Arborvitae 
 
Up to pH 7.5:  Oakleaf Hydrangea, Oleander,          
Viburnum, Snowball Viburnum, Red Maple, Japanese 
Maple, ‘Little Gem’ Magnolia, Red Maple, Japanese 
Maple, Red Oak, Elm, Dianthus, Snapdragon,          
Begonia, Gomphrena, Hostas, Easter Lily, Melampo-
dium, Four O’Clock, Daffodil or Narcissus, Marigold 
 
Up to pH 7.8: ‘Limelight’ Hydrangea, Periwinkle 
 
Up to pH 8.0: Hibiscus, English Dogwood, Leland    
Cypress, Hollyhock, Chrysanthemum, Shasta Daisy, 
Geranium, Lenton Rose, Verbena, Narrow Leaf Zinnia 
 
Up to pH 8.5: ‘New Gold’ Lantana, ‘Sonset’ Lantana 
 
Reference: Kelly, L., Crouse, K., and Pennington, J. (2016). Soil pH for Landscape 
Plants.  Mississippi State Extension, Publication 2571. 



 

 

The Perfect Yellow Fly Trap 
 
 

About the Yellow Fly:  
If you’ve ever been bit by a yellow fly, then you know that they are fierce biters!  
Both male and female yellow flies feed on plant nectar and pollen, but like mos-
quitoes, only the female fly bites.  The female feeds on blood to develop eggs 
and will attack vigorously, inflicting a painful, often large and itchy welt on the 
skin.  Although you can be attacked throughout the day from March to Novem-
ber, yellow flies are most active during summer in late afternoon and on cloudy 
days.  They are  especially common in or near forests and around large bodies of 
water where the females lay masses of eggs that hatch into aquatic or semia-
quatic larval grubs.  There are no effective  methods for larval control, and unfor-
tunately mosquito repellants are only  moderately effective against adults.  
When the flies are very abundant or very hungry, repellants cease to work and 
your only hope to reduce their numbers is to lure them to a trap.  Traps can be 
effective in small areas such as yards, camp sites and swimming pools, and are 
easy enough to build yourself using some simple materials and instructions: 

 
Materials:    Estimated Price 
Inflated ball    $1-2 
Black spray paint (flat or shiny) $1-3 
Light-weight fishing line  $1 
Epoxy glue    $3-4 
Tanglefoot™ gel 8 oz.   $7-12 
  or Tanglefoot™ spray  $20 
  or similar product 
Disposable gloves   $.50  

        
How To Build A Yellow Fly Trap: 
Cut a length of fishing line long enough to reach from a tree branch or roof overhang that will reach to about 5 feet 
from ground.  Tie a knot in one end.  Attach the knotted end of fishing line to the air hole on ball using a "puddle" of 
epoxy glue.  Allow to thoroughly dry.   Hang from tree or roof overhang where trap will stay.  Spray paint completely 
with black paint.  When paint is dry, apply the Tanglefoot™ liberally all over ball making sure to use the gloves, or 
spray if using the aerosol.  This stuff is really sticky so don't touch after applying. 
 
Caution:  Don't hang the trap anywhere you might bump into it as the Tanglefoot™ is extremely difficult to remove 
from hair! 
 
Note:  Trap works when the flies land on the ball, they cannot get loose from the Tanglefoot™.  Trap will not com-
pletely eliminate the yellow flies, but will reduce their population in your area without the use of expensive and toxic 
insecticides (that don't really work for yellow flies anyway).  For best results, hang near the edge of woody areas 
where the flies reside when not biting!  A gentle swaying from wind and the black color are what attract the flies.  If 
using the inflated balls similar to a soccer ball that are commonly found in a wire cage in the toy department, you can 
leave traps up all year and just re-apply Tanglefoot™ each spring when flies emerge.  They can last two to three years 
or more. 
 
*The use of trade names is solely for the purpose of providing specific information. It is not a guarantee of warranty of the products names and 
does not signify they are approved to the exclusion of others of suitable comparison. 
 
Information provided by Pat Collier, Baker County Master Gardener and Featured Creatures (http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures) 

Photo Credit: 
Jason Squitier, 
University of 
Florida 



 

 

Baker County Extension Service 
1025 West Macclenny Avenue 

Macclenny, FL 32063  
 

Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

 Buggin’ Out with 4-H 
Summer Camp 

 

June 21-24 
 

Please register by June 6th, Ages 8+ 
 

We will be exploring the world of entomology!  
Youth will learn all about insects, make insect collections, 
explore the world of pollinators, craft native bee hotels, 

conduct citizen science projects, and much more.  An   
optional field trip will be offered the last day to visit UF’s 
entomology department and bee unit, meet a lepidopter-

ist (butterfly researcher), and explore DPI’s Museum of 
Arthropods. 

Register at: florida.4honline.com 
Cost: $60  Paid to: Baker County 4-H Association 

 

Master Gardener  
Volunteer Training  

Begins Soon! 
 

Applications due June 24th 
 

If you live in Baker County and enjoy helping  
others, the Baker County Master Gardener  

Program could be for you.   
 

The Extension Office provides extensive training  
for volunteers who provide service to the  

community in return.   
 

Volunteer training classes will be held on  
Tuesdays and Thursdays for 6 hours a day  
during a 5-week period starting July 26th.   

 
The cost of the training covers class materials,  
reference books, and supplies; payment plans  

are available. 
 

Download the application and program guide at:   
http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu/Horticulture/

master_gardener.html 
 

Questions?  Call Alicia at (904) 259-3520. 
 

 


 

Join the County Horticulture Agent during your 
lunch break to learn about gardening! 

 

When:  June 28th  @ 12:15pm to 12:45pm 
Where:  Baker County Extension Office (Ag Center)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Please RSVP: 
  (904) 259-3520 


