
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 Spring is almost here and that means we are gearing up for our 6th    
Annual Spring Garden Festival!  We hope you’ll join us for this special event.  
Just remember to bring your wagon so you can fill up on garden goodies for 
your landscape.  And be sure to purchase your ticket for the 4-H Auction set 
for May 17th.  Details on both events can be found below and on page 2.   
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Join Us On Facebook! 
 

UF IFAS Extension Baker 
County Garden Spot 

 

Like us on Facebook and stay connected to the Baker 
County Extension Office! 

 

You’ll receive weekly gardening tips, timely  
reminders on what to do in your garden, plus notices 

on upcoming classes, workshops and events! 
 

You’ll also be able to comment on articles, ask   
questions, and test your knowledge with featured 

quiz questions! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/
UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot 

4-H Benefit Auction 
 

May 17, 2014 
 

This event is to raise funds for: 

 School Enrichment Programs                          

(Embryology & School Gardens) 

 Transportation to Camp Cherry Lake 

 Summer Camp Scholarships 

 Cost of Volunteer Screening 

 Cost of Camp Counselor Screening 
 

$5 admission fee includes dinner, drink and dessert. 

Dinner will begin at 6:00 pm 

Auction will begin at 6:30 pm 
 

Purchase Your Tickets Today! 
 

If you or someone you know would like to donate 

to this cause please contact: Shaina Bennett, Baker 

County 4-H Youth Development Agent 



 

 

Garden Festival 
 

Saturday, April 5th 2014 

9 am — 2pm @ Baker County Extension Office  

 

Plants For Sale: 

Bring your wagon and load up on shrubs, trees, annuals, perennials, bulbs, 

houseplants, succulents, fruits, vegetables, hanging baskets & container gardens! 

  

Gardening Exhibits: 

Master Gardeners will have information & exhibits inside their plant booth on 

edible gardening, container gardening, plants that attract butterflies & wildlife, 

groundcovers, rain barrels, and more! 

 

Garden Rummage Sale: 

Purchase used garden-related items such as decorative flower pots, flower  

vases, tools, yard art, household garden décor, garden artwork, etc.  

 

Activities: 

Visit the Arboretum:  Self-Guided Tours — Scavenger Hunt — Photo Contest  

4-H Auction Ticket Giveaways & Plant Giveaways Every 1/2 Hour 

4-H Auction is tentatively set for May 17th in the Auditorium — Tickets $5 

(Includes Dinner @ 6:00pm, Auction @ 6:30pm) 

Sponsored by UF/IFAS  

Extension Baker County 

 

The Foundation for  

The Gator Nation  

An Equal Opportunity  

Institution 

For more information, visit baker.ifas.ufl.edu or call 904-259-3520 



 

 

Fruit Tree Calendar: March 
 

The following fruit trees require attention this month.  All fertilizer recommenda-
tions are for optimum growth and production.  Applying less fertilizer is also     
acceptable, but the total amount should not exceed these recommendations.  
When beginning a fertilizer regimen for mature, established plants, it is some-

times best to treat the plants as if they were just planted (starting at year 1 or 2). 
 
 

Figs:  Fertilization may begin this month, although fig trees typically require only light fertilization. Excess               
fertilization can promote excessive vegetative growth and low yield. If the total amount of vegetative growth is less 
than one foot in length, then it is appropriate to apply fertilizer.  If fertilizer is needed, three to five applications can 
be made during the growing season (March to August).  For young trees, 1/2 pound (1 cup) of 10-10-10 with micro-
nutrients can be applied; for large trees, 2 to 4 pounds (4-8 cups) of 10-10-10 with micronutrients can be applied. 

 

Muscadine Grapes (Year 2):  Fertilize late this month using 1 pound (2 cups) of 8-8-8 or 10-10-10; apply the fertilizer 
in bands about 1 foot to either side of the vine.  Note: It is sometimes beneficial to apply fertilizer that has micronu-
trients added. 

 

Muscadine Grapes (Year 3+):  Fertilize late this month using up to 3 pounds (6 cups) of 8-8-8 or 10-10-10; apply the 
fertilizer in bands about 1 foot to either side of the vine.  Note: It is sometimes beneficial to apply fertilizer that has 
micronutrients added. 
 

Pecans (Newly Planted):  A soil fertility test should be conducted prior to planting and no fertilizer should be placed 
in the planting hole during installation.  Year 1: Fertilize early this month using 10-10-10 with micronutrients, 1 
pound (2 cups) per tree.  Year 2: Fertilizer early this month using 10-10-10 with micronutrients, 2 pounds (4 cups) 
per tree.  Note: Fertilizer should contain Zinc (Zn) to prevent nutrient deficiencies.  Do not apply fertilizer in a clump 
around the base of tree, instead spread out the fertilizer in a circle with a 3- to 5- foot diameter around the trunk of 
the tree.  Avoid putting any fertilizer directly against the trunk. 
 

Persimmons:  Apply first of three applications of fertilizer; fertilize using 1/2 to 1 pound (1-2 cups) of 10-10-10 with 
micronutrients per year of age.  All three applications should not exceed 10-15 pounds (20-30 cups) per year and 
therefore no more than 10 cups per application. 
 

Pomegranate:  Fertilize this month using 8-8-8 or similar: young trees need 2 to 2.5 pounds (4-5 cups) per tree and 
mature trees need 4.5 to 6.5 pounds (9-11 cups).  Note: Excessive or late applications of fertilizer tend to delay fruit 
maturity and reduce color and quality. 

Add Color to Shade Gardens with Jacobinia! 
 

Jacobinia (Justicia carnea), also called Flamingo Plant, is a tropical looking perennial 
that reaches up to 2 feet in height and is perfect for adding color to shade gardens.  
Although tender to frost, it withstands our cold 
winters, growing back quickly in springtime.  
Blooms cover the plant during summer and a      
variety of flower colors are available.  Flower      
colors include pink, white, yellow, apricot, and    
lavender.  If you don’t have a shade garden for this 
plant to call home, it can also be grown in           
containers on a shaded porch or patio. 

Available at the Spring  
Garden Festival in April 

(while supplies last). 



 

 

Baker County Extension Service 
1025 West Macclenny Avenue 

Macclenny, FL 32063  
 

Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

Rose Care 
 

In central and north Florida, hybrid teas, grandifloras, 
and floribundas should receive a major pruning in early 
March.  Major yearly pruning consists of shortening 
main canes and lateral branches, and removing twigs 
and canes that are dead, diseased, injured, or spindly.  
This improves form, regulates height and improves air 
circulation and light penetration within the plant.  Leave 
at least half the length of each main cane that is 1-3 
years old.  Other types of roses, particularly shrub roses 
and old  garden roses like the Chinas and Teas, are light-
ly pruned only as needed. 
 

After pruning, fertilize and apply a fresh layer of mulch.   
Select a fertilizer formulated for roses, preferably one 
containing micronutrients and controlled-release nitro-
gen. There is little research on growing roses in Florida, 
but rose growers usually recommend that roses should 
be fertilized once a month from mid-February to mid-
November except in south Florida where monthly appli-
cations can be made year-round. Apply one cup of ferti-
lizer per plant per application or ½ cup bi-monthly. Re-
duce this amount and frequency for small plants, old 
garden roses, and shrub roses.  Slow release fertilizers 
can reduce applications even further, down to 2 or 3 
applications per year.  
The first flowers can be 
expected eight to nine 
weeks after pruning.  
 
For more information 
on roses, see Growing 
Roses in Florida at 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
ep339 
 

Yellow Flowers for  
Brightening Your Landscape 

 

Golden Globes 
Lysimachia procumbens 

 

The bright yellow flowers 
of this plant will brighten 
any partial to full sun  area 
of the landscape from 
spring to summer.   
 

Makes a nice ground-
cover, but is great for  
container gardens and 
hanging baskets!  And   
only needs watering     
during hot, dry weather. 
 

 

Yellow Firecracker Plant 
Russelia ‘Candlelight’  

 

This weeping shrub has 
pale yellow flowers that 
attract hummingbirds 
and butterflies! 
 

Great for containers, 
butterfly gardens, and 
water-wise gardens that 
receive partial to full sun. 
 

Both plants will be available at the Spring  
Garden Festival in April (while supplies last). 

 

Mrs. B. R. Cant is a reliable Old Gar-

den Rose for  Florida.  Photo credit: 

Sydney Park Brown, UF/IFAS 


