
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 March is the beginning of spring in north Florida.  The Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping Program recommends waiting until April to fertilize your lawn and 
operating your automatic sprinkler system manually to limit irrigation for       
established lawns that do not require regular watering as long as rain is suffi-
cient.  If you have lawn and garden questions, be sure to call or stop by one of 
our upcoming events! 
  

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn,  
Horticulture Extension Agent, UF/IFAS Extension Baker County 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Interested in becoming a vendor for this event?  
Call (904) 259-3520 or Email: alamborn@ufl.edu 



 

 

   

  Use Caution: Some Weed-n-Feed Products  
Harm Trees & Shrubs 

 
 

If you’ve ever put down a weed-and-feed fertilizer during spring, then you may have noticed (depending on the 
product) that the label directions specifically say to avoid the roots of ornamental trees and shrubs.  That’s because 
these herbicide chemicals (including dicamba, metsulfuron, and atrazine) can be absorbed by the roots of orna-
mentals and cause severe injury.     
 
For a broadleaf weed in the grass, death takes 
a couple of weeks.  A tree, on the other hand, 
may tolerate a little of the chemical, depend-
ing on the size.  For large, mature trees, if the 
chemical is applied when the tree is putting 
out new leaves, the damage would appear as 
burnt and/or distorted foliage.  Repeated use 
of a herbicide like this can cause a slow de-
cline over several years and eventually death.  
While the chemical itself may not cause the 
death in a very large tree, the stress it places 
on the tree makes the tree more susceptible 
to other stresses like drought, construction 
damage, insects and disease. 
 
So by now, you are probably wondering: if I avoid the roots can I still use these products?  While the answer is yes, 
let’s consider what that means:   
 
 We know that tree and shrub roots typically extend two to three times the width of the canopy.  So look at how 

far the branches extend and multiply that by at least two.  This is how far from the plant you will need to stay 
when applying one of these products.   

 
 We know that for the first application of a pre-emergent herbicide product (like those contained in weed-n-

feeds) to be effective, it should be applied in late February or early March when day temperatures reach 65oF to 
75oF for 4 or 5 consecutive days.   We also know that a fertilizer application this early in the year is fairly ineffec-
tive because the grass is still waking up from its winter slumber and cold roots are not active enough to take up 
much fertilizer.   

 
Therefore, the best way to weed and feed your lawn is to use a turf fertilizer and herbicide separately.  Some good 
options for turf fertilizer are 20-0-10, 15-0-15, 10-0-10 or similar, applied in April after the grass has started       
growing.  Weeds should be treated with herbicide separately.  A pre-emergent product is recommended for weeds 
growing throughout the lawn, whereas spot-treating is recommended to target problem areas.  This will be    
healthier for the grass and the ornamental trees and shrubs.  
 
If weeds are a major problem in your yard, soil pH and nutrient tests are recommended to identify potential        
problems and gauge the overall health of the lawn.  Your local Extension Office can assist with weed identification, 
soil testing, and recommendations for each, as well as guidance for repairing the lawn once the weeds are under 
control.  More information on controlling weeds in your grass can also be found online at:  https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
ep141 
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Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

Plant Profile: Maples 
Red Maples (Acer rubrum) 
These fast growing trees have red flowers and fruits which appear in late winter and seem to signal 
that spring is just around the corner.  Also valued for their red fall color; cultivars ‘October Glory’ and 
‘Red Sunset’ have above average fall color.  https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/st041 
 
Sugar Maples (Acer saccharum) 
These hard-wooded trees have a moderate to slow growth rate, reaching 60 to 80 feet tall at maturity in landscape 
plantings. They are sensitive to reflected heat and drought, which can scorch the leaves along their edges.  Growing in 
full sun or shade, sugar maple will tolerate a wide variety of soil types (except compacted soil).  Fall  color (yellow, or-
ange, red) is showy. Several cultivars are available including: ‘Bonfire’—brilliant orange-red fall color; 'Globosum'—a 
slow grower with a dense round crown and a mature height of about 10 feet.  https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/st051 
 
Florida Maples (Acer barbatum  or  Acer saccharum var. floridum) 
Taxonomists can’t seem to decide whether the Florida maple is a separate species or just a variety of Sugar Maple.  
But whatever you choose to believe, this is an ideal specimen, park or street tree!  It reaches 50 to 60 feet in height 
with a round to oval canopy that displays very nice yellow and orange fall leaf color.  The edges of the leaves turn un-
der slightly, giving them a distinct appearance. The trunk on older specimens resembles the attractive gray bark of the 
northern sugar maple.  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/st007 
 
Japanese Maples (Acer palmatum) 
Japanese maple has a height and spread of about 20 feet, but there are much smaller, more compact cultivars availa-
ble.  They tend to leaf out early, so it may be injured by spring frosts. Protect them from drying winds and direct sun 
by providing exposure to partial or filtered shade and well-drained, acid soil with plenty of organic matter.  Variegated 
types are a bit more difficult to grow and are subject to leaf scorch.   http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/st023 
 
Silver Maples (Acer saccharinum) 
This species is not highly recommended due to it’s aggressive roots, weak-wooded branches and numerous insect and 
disease problems.  The tree is useful in wet areas, reaching 80 to 100 feet with a 5- to 6- foot diameter trunk on a 
moist site.  There are too many other superior trees to warrant wide use of this species.  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep490 
 
Faber’s Maple (Acer fabri) 
A truly unique maple native to the forests of Vietnam and China.  It does not have the typical lobed 
leaves and is evergreen (or at least semi-evergreen in north Florida).  Faber’s maple grows slowly to a 
height of 30 feet and fares best in partial sun and well-drained soil.  The reddish new growth, glossy 
green leaves, red samaras (“helicopter” fruits) that appear in September and growth as a small ever-
green tree collectively make this a very ornamental tree.   http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep490 
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