
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 Please see the announcement below regarding the upcoming changes 
to our Horticulture Team here in the Baker County Extension Office.  We hope 
to make the transition as smooth as possible for our clientele.  As always, if you 
have any questions please let us know. 
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Join Us On Facebook! 
 

UF IFAS Extension Baker 
County Garden Spot 

 

Like us on Facebook and stay connected to the Baker 
County Extension Office! 

 

You’ll receive weekly gardening tips, timely  
reminders on what to do in your garden, plus notices 

on upcoming classes, workshops and events! 
 

You’ll also be able to comment on articles, ask ques-
tions, and test your knowledge with featured quiz 

questions! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/
UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot 

Have you heard the news? 
 

Alicia will be on maternity 
leave for several months 

starting in June.   
 

While she is away, Dr. Kyle Brown, a retired  
horticulture professor, will be filling in to assist 

residents with their plant questions and  
problems.  Baker County Master Gardeners will 
also be available to assist you during this time. 

 

Dr. Brown’s Office Hours will be: 
Monday — Friday,  1pm to 5pm 

 

Phone: (904) 259-3520 
 

Email: bakermg@ifas.ufl.edu 

To everyone that participated in our 
6th Annual Spring Garden Festival!  
We enjoy hosting this event for our 
community and hope that you enjoy 

attending each year.   



 

 

Jadera Bugs 

 

Jadera bugs are harmless creatures that give people 
cause for concern when they show in up in large     
numbers in yards and gardens each spring. 
 
Jadera bug adults are black 
with red along their    
shoulders.  Nymphs (the 
young, immature stages of 
the insect) are mostly red. 
 
They feed on the seeds of 
the goldenraintree and   
chinaberry tree.  Large    
colonies of them can      
occur, but they don’t cause 
plant damage.  They are so 
common under the gold-
enrain trees that some 
people call them 
“goldenrain tree bugs.” 
 
Jadera bugs sometimes 
stain clothing red when 
children play among them 
in the yard or when you 
crush them while working 
in the area.  They may    
become a nuisance if they 
enter buildings in search of shelter. 
 

Chemical control is not  
recommended since they 
are not considered a plant 
pest.  However, removing 
the goldenrain tree and 
chinaberry trees are       
recommended since both 
species are considered    
invasive exotic trees that 
impact Florida’s environ-
ment in a negative way.  If 
you aren’t willing to give up 
your tree, you can rake the 
seeds and destroy them to 
cut down on the number of 
Jadera bugs in your yard. 

Tips for Propagating 
Your Prize Camellias  

 

Each year our office receives calls about propagating 
camellias.  But usually these calls come in winter while 
the plants are blooming, which      unfortunately isn’t 
the right time of year to be taking cuttings or air layer-
ing plants.  Instead, propagation should take place in 
spring or summer, depending on your technique. 
 
Here are some tips to 
help you make more of 
your prized plants to 
plant in your yard, or 
give away to friends:  
 
Camellia Propagation 

Techniques 
 

Cuttings — Most Camellia cultivars and hybrids are 
produced commercially from cuttings.  Cuttings are 
taken from midsummer to mid-fall from the flush of 
growth after the wood has matured somewhat and 
changed from green to light brown in color.  Tip 
cuttings 3-6 inches long are used, with 2-3 leaves.  
Cuttings should be treated with rooting hormones such 
as an IBA quick-dip, IBA+NAA, or IBA talc.  These  types 
of rooting hormones are not commonly used by home 
gardeners and typically need to be special ordered 
from garden supply companies.  Wounding the base of 
the cuttings before they are treated with hormone 
sometimes improves rooting.  Cuttings root best either 
in a polyethylene closed frame or under mist. 

 
Air layering — Air layering is a method of plant propa-
gation used to induce plant stems to root while they 
are still attached to the mother plant.  Layers are    

started in spring and removed 
in September or October. 
 

For step-by-step instructions 
on air layering camellias, be 
sure to visit: 

 

http://jefferson.ifas.ufl.edu/
horticulture/pdfs/
camellia_layer.pdf 

 
Photos by Alicia Lamborn 

Need advice on replacing 
your goldenrain tree or 
chinaberry tree with a 

Florida-Friendly species?   
 

Check out the Florida-
Friendly Landscaping Trees 

for Baker County list at: 
 

http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu/
Horticulture/documents/

TreesForBakerCoun-
ty_FFL.pdf 

 

Copies are also available 
free of charge from the 
Baker Extension office. 
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Fruit Tree Calendar: May 
 

The following fruit trees require attention this month.  All fertilizer recommenda-
tions are for optimum growth and production.  Applying less fertilizer is also     
acceptable, but the total amount should not exceed these recommendations.  
When beginning a fertilizer regimen for mature, established plants, it is some-

times best to treat the plants as if they were just planted (starting at year 1 or 2). 
 
 

 
Blackberries:  During their establishment year, newly planted blackberries can be fertilized late this month using 
1/4 pound (1/2 cup) of 10-10-10 with micronutrients per plant or up to 5 pounds (10 cups) per 100 feet of row. 
 
Chestnuts (Year 1):  Apply 1 pound (2 cups) of 10-10-10 fertilizer per tree. 

 
Peaches/ Nectarines/Plums (Year 1):  Fertilize late this month using 1/4 pound (1/2 cup) per tree of 12-4-8 fertilizer 
with micronutrients. 
 
Peaches/ Nectarines/Plums (Year 2+):  Fertilize this month using 1 to 1.5 pounds (2-3 cups) per tree of 12-4-8 ferti-
lizer with micronutrients. 
 

To see the entire fruit tree calendar, visit: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu/Horticulture/documents/
MonthlyCalendar_FruitsandNuts_002.pdf 

Pineapple Guava 
 

The Pineapple Guava (also called Feijoa) is considered by some to be one of the 
best all-around plants for Florida landscapes.  Prized for its attractive silvery foliage, 
unusual flowers, and edible fruit, this versatile evergreen can be pruned into a 
dense hedge, trained into a small tree or espalier, or left unpruned to reach 15 feet 
tall and 15 feet wide making it an ideal screen.   
 
The silvery foliage can give the entire plant a slight bluish cast that contrasts nicely 
with other green garden foliage.  Flowers appear from April through May, with 
fleshy white or soft pink petals and burgundy stamens.  An extra perk is that the 
flowers are edible and can be added to salads and other dishes.  Egg-shaped fruits 
begin to mature and ripen between August and October, starting out gray-green 
and then turning a reddish-brown.  They fall off the plant when they’re ready to 
eat, though they can be picked earlier and left to ripen on a kitchen counter.  Some 
people say the fruits taste like guava, while others say the flavor is closer to a minty 
pineapple.  Eat them fresh by cutting them in half and scooping out the pulp, or 
turn them into a delicious jelly. 
 
These plants grow in full sun to part shade, require minimal care, and won’t need 
much irrigation beyond normal rainfall.  Gardeners who want to enjoy fruit may 
wish to purchase one of the named self-fruiting varieties like ‘Coolidge’ that have 
shown to perform well in Florida.  Pineapple guava can also be grown from seed, 
but seedlings are slow growing and may not produce high quality fruit. 



 

 

Baker County Extension Service 
1025 West Macclenny Avenue 

Macclenny, FL 32063  
 

Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

The Ginkgo Tree 
 
Also called the Maidenhair Tree, the Ginkgo is a native to     
China where it became extinct in the wild, but was later        
discovered growing in temple gardens.  The tree has delicate 
fan-shaped leaves which turn vivid yellow in fall.  Ginkgo trees 
grow in full sun to partial shade and tolerate many different 
soil types, including well drained to occasionally wet areas. 
Ginkgo may grow extremely slow for several years after 
planting, but will then pick up and grow at a moderate rate, 
particularly if it receives an adequate supply of water and 
some fertilizer.  The tree may eventually reach 75 feet or 
more. 

 
Did you know?...  Ginkgo trees are dioecious, meaning there are 
separate male and female plants.  Female plants are wider-
spreading than the males, but only male plants are recommend-
ed for landscapes since female plants produce foul smelling fruit 
in late autumn. (Depending on the individual, the fruit reported-
ly smells like rotting flesh, rancid butter, rotten eggs, or vomit!)  
The only way to select a male plant is to purchase a named      
cultivar including `Autumn Gold', ` Fastigiata', ‘Fairmont’, 
`Princeton Sentry', and `Lakeview' because there is no reliable 
way to select a male plant from a seedling until it fruits.  If you 
already planted an unknown Ginkgo, but don’t have another 
tree around for it to cross-pollinate with, there is actually still 
cause for concern.  While many plants don’t begin producing 
fruit until the seed has been fertilized by pollen, the Ginkgo     
actually begins to make their fleshy covering to protect the seed 
right away.  So you’re only saving grace is that it could take as 
long as 20 to 40 years for your female tree to produce fruit.  This 
may seem like a really late age to start making seeds, but techni-
cally it’s not for a tree that can live up to a thousand years old! 
 
Ginkgo tree showing fall color.  Credit:  http://extension.missouri.edu/p/G6800-8 

UF/IFAS, A. Lamborn 


