
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 If you’re out in the yard enjoying some summer sun and come across an 
unknown plant, insect, disease or animal, the Baker County Extension Office 
can help!  We have resources to help you identify any mysterious creature you 
come across and can make suggestions based on the situation.  See page 4 for 
more details on how to submit a sample to our office. 
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Happy 4th of July! 
 

Not only is this an important day in American  
history, but it also helps us remember when to 

prune the azaleas!   
 

Whether your azaleas need 
down-sizing or just a little trim-
ming, the general rule is to 
prune before July 4th. Soon 
thereafter the plant begins 
forming next season’s flower 
buds.  This means that the long-
er you wait to prune, the more you will see a reduc-
tion in flowering come spring.  Plus, you’ll want to 
make sure the yard looks good for the festivities! 

Don’t forget!   
 

Master Gardener 
applications are 

due July 1st! 

Rain Barrel Workshops 
 

 

Thursday, July 18th @ 6:00 pm 
Friday, July 19th @ 10:00 am 

 

Build a rain barrel and save 
the rain for watering garden 
and landscape plants.   
 

Workshop includes a  
demonstration, plus we  
provide the materials and 
tools, and help you build! 
 

$40 per barrel is due by  
Friday, July 12th. 



 

 

Orange-Dog Caterpillars on Citrus: Friend or Foe? 
 

If you notice chew marks on your citrus tree this summer, you likely have “orangedogs” feeding on the 
foliage.  But should these creatures be considered pests?  Well, that depends... 

 
The giant swallowtail is a striking, beautiful butterfly that is abundant in Florida. The adult butterfly is a welcome 
visitor to butterfly gardens and to general landscape plantings. The larval or caterpillar stage feeds on a variety of 
host plant species, but is sometimes considered a pest due to its habit of feeding on the foliage of most Citrus.   

 

 
For those unfamiliar with this species, you may notice chewing 
damage but not immediately see the culprit.  This is because 
the caterpillars defend themselves against predators by being 
less visible through cryptic coloration and pattern, resembling 
bird droppings.  Younger caterpillars are more realistic bird-
dropping mimics because of their smaller size, and often rest in 
plain view on the upper surfaces of leaves where bird drop-
pings would be expected.  Mature larvae usually rest on stems 
or leaf petioles.   

 
In addition to being less visible to predators, larvae    
possess an osmeterium, an orange or reddish Y-shaped 
eversible gland that is located on the head. When 
attacked by predators, the larva extrudes the gland and 
attempts to wipe it against the attacker. On large          
caterpillars this gland contains a highly noxious, pungent 
mixture of chemicals that smells like rancid butter. And 
while it is only repellent and toxic to small predators, 
such as ants and spiders, it can also be alarming when/if 
you happen to touch one of these creatures. 

 
So what should you do if you find these creatures on your citrus?  Are they really a 
problem?  Well, homeowners may find that just a few larvae of the giant swallowtail 
can defoliate small or young plants. In this case, larvae should be hand picked from 
these small plants so that blossom and fruit yield are not drastically reduced.  However, 
large mature dooryard trees can withstand some defoliation without affecting yields 
and therefore larvae can be tolerated in order to enjoy the soon-to-develop magnifi-
cent adult butterfly stage. 

 
 
 

The giant swallowtail butterfly 
looks like dappled sunlight 

hitting a dark leaf from above 
(left), while the broken 

pattern on the underside of 
its wings helps conceal it from 

predators (right). 

Adapted and excerpted from: McAuslane, H. J. (1997). Giant Swallowtail, 
Orangedog, Papilio cresphontes Cramer.  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in134 

The giant swallowtail butterfly chrysalis often goes 
unnoticed by blending in with the twig it attaches to. 



 

 

Growing PineapplesGrowing PineapplesGrowing Pineapples      
 

Pineapple is in season and great for eating fresh 
or grilling!  But don’t throw away that pineapple 
top if you want to grow your own.  Here’s how: 

 

Planting:  Cut the pineapple 1 inch below the very top 
and let air dry for a few days (see illustration below).  
In North Florida, our cold winters prevent us from 
growing pineapples in the ground, so plant in a con-
tainer with good potting soil so that only the spiky top 
is sticking out.   
 

Care:  Keep the soil moist 
for the first month or two, 
and once well-rooted, 
begin fertilizing with 2-3 
TBSP of 6-6-6 every 8 
weeks or so.  It’s best to 
select a site that receives 
full sun, but be prepared 
to move your pineapple 
indoors come winter when 
nighttime temps drop    
below 55 degrees. 
 

Harvest:  Harvest when the bottom of the fruit starts 
to change from green to yellow. 

 

For more information, check out: 
 Pineapple Growing in the Florida Home Landscape  
@  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mg055 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Daylily Rust 
 

This fungus has been a problem since it showed 
up in our area 13 years ago, but with a little 

knowledge you can manage this disease.  
 

Daylily rust is caused by the fungus which will not kill 
an otherwise healthy plant, but will make it look un-
sightly and decrease its performance.  Spores are 
spread by wind, causing obvious symptoms of yellow 
to brown streaks and small, bright yellow spots on the 
surfaces of the leaves.  Orange to yellow spots on the 
undersides of the leaves contain pustules that  release 
rust-colored spores and as symptoms progress, leaves 
turn yellow and dry. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Symptoms are sometimes confused with feeding    
damage caused by aphids or daylily leaf streak which is 
caused a different fungus, but no orange pustules will 
develop from either of these organisms. 
 
So how can you manage this disease?  First, try to    
select daylily varieties that are resistant to the disease.  
Information on cultivar susceptibility may be found in 
the Cornell University Daylily Rust Fact Sheet: http://
plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/daylilyrust.pdf.  Your 
next defense against this disease is good sanitation 
practices.  Newly purchased plants can be pruned back 
to help lessen your chances of introducing the disease 
into your garden.  In the fall, all plant residue should 
be removed from the area and disposed of or burned. 
 
If an infection is detected, periodic treatment with  
fungicides may be necessary.  Use fungicides labeled 
for Puccinia rusts on ornamentals in Florida and always 
read the label for specific use and instructions. 

Rust on  
daylily, upper 
leaf surface 

(left) and  
lower leaf  

surface 
(right). 

Illustration credit: Ralph E. 
Mitchell Charlotte County  

Extension Service 

http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/daylilyrust.pdf
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/daylilyrust.pdf


 

 

Baker County Extension Service 
1025 West Macclenny Avenue 

Macclenny, FL 32063  
 

Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

The Baker County Extension Office: Your Identification  
Resource for Insects, Plants, Diseases, & Wildlife 

 

Many of us find unknown plants growing in our yard, unknown bugs in our house or gardens, and    
apparent diseases on what were previously healthy plants. But did you know that you have resources 

available to identify them? 
Extension Offices 
The Baker County Extension Office (or your local county Extension office) should be your first point of contact for 
helping you identify any mysterious problems or species in your home or yard.  All you have to do is call, e-mail, 
or visit the office in person. When you do, have or send the following: 
 Photographs (digital or snapshot) or a physical sample if you are making an in-person visit. 
 As detailed a description of the organism or disease symptom as possible (e.g., where and when you saw it, 

behavior, any others present, how long it has been occurring, the type of damage). 
 

Insects 
There are thousands of insects in Florida, and knowing whether the one you found is harmless, beneficial, or 
damaging is key for deciding control measures.  To have an insect identified, you may email us a photo or bring a 
specimen to our office in a sealed, crush-proof container.   
 

Plants 
Mysterious plants can show up in fields, yards, and gardens, or they may already be established and you just do 
not know what they are. Either way, we can help you discover the species in question.  Just bring in a branch or 
and/or blossom, or send a photo.  It’s also good to have as much additional information as possible: 
 Size and shape of plant, leaves, blossoms, seeds 
 Growth habit and location 
 Conditions in location (e.g., sun, soil type and moisture, cultivated or forested area) 
 Colors of plant and blossoms 
 

Diseases 
Living-plant samples can be used to make disease diagnoses when these guidelines are followed: 
 Take samples before applying pesticides. 
 Make sure samples are living (green). 
 Include a large amount of plant material that covers the range of the symptoms. 
 Do not mix different samples in the same bag. 
 Make every attempt to provide samples in sealed bags. 
 

Wildlife questions or problems can also be answered by our office with enough information. 


