
 

 

Dear Extension Friends, 
 

 Our nice, mild spring weather has departed us and summer is setting in 
for the season.  But not to worry, there are plenty of attractive plants that 
thrive in our summer heat.  If you need some suggestions on what to plant, be 
sure to visit the ‘Gardening Information’ page on our website for Florida-
Friendly Landscaping plant lists and plenty more.  You can also give us a call or 
stop by the office for free information. 
 

Best Regards,    

 
Alicia R. Lamborn 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Baker County Extension Service 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to 

individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension  

Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Volunteers Needed 
 

The Baker County Extension Service is now  
accepting Master Gardener Volunteers and 

Horticulture Program Volunteers. 
 

Master Gardener Volunteers must complete the 
Master Gardener training program which prepares 

them for working with and educating the public.   
 

Horticulture Program Volunteers are required to 
attend a volunteer orientation session, but do not 

work directly with the public.  Instead their focus is 
helping create and maintain the teaching gardens 

located at the Extension Office and performing 
grower tasks in the Extension greenhouse. 

 

See page 4 for more details on volunteering. 

Rain Barrel Workshops 
 

 

Thursday, July 18th @ 6:00 pm 
Friday, July 19th @  10:00 am 

 

Build a rain barrel and save 
the rain for watering garden 
and landscape plants.   
 

Workshop includes a  
demonstration, plus we  
provide the materials and 
tools, and help you build! 
 

$40 per barrel is due by  
Friday, July 12th. 

 



 

 

Solarizing Your Soil 
 

Soil solarization is a practice used in home vegetable gardens and small field sites to manage weeds,  
nematodes, diseases, and insects in soil. The soil surface is covered with clear plastic, which allows    

sunlight to pass through and heat up the soil to temperatures that are lethal to many of these pests.      
If effective, solarization can reduce population levels of these pests for 3-4 months, sometimes longer.  

 

Steps for Conducting Solarization 
 

1. Where to Do Solarization:  Solarization can be done on any soil type in Florida but for best results, should be 
done in open, un-shaded areas. If the sun is blocked by trees or buildings during the day, results can be poor. 
 

2. When to Do Solarization:  The best times for solarization are during the summer months of June, July, and 
August because these have the hottest temperatures. It has been attempted in the spring and fall, but may not 
be as reliable then because temperatures are cooler. June may actually be the best month, because rainfall 
may be lower than in the other summer months, although this is untested. 
 

3. Site Preparation:  The area to be solarized must first be cleared of existing weeds and debris. Tilling the site 
is helpful to increase penetration of heat into the top 6 inches of soil. Sticks, old roots, and other debris should 
be removed so they do not poke holes in the plastic. 
 

4. Soil Moisture and Heat Conduction:  Water helps to conduct heat, so best results occur if soil is moist but 
not waterlogged or muddy. If the soil is very dry and dusty, the solarization will not work as well. On sandy soils 
in Florida, the best conditions are when the soil received rain or irrigation the day before plastic is applied. If 
rain or irrigation occur just a short time before applying plastic, the soil can be heavy, muddy, or otherwise 
difficult to work with, and the clear plastic can get dirty. 
 

5. Cover Soil with Clear Plastic:  Solarization can be done on 
raised beds or on flat ground. It is better for the beds to run north
-south to ensure that the raised edges receive direct sunlight in 
the morning or afternoon. 
 

A clear plastic sheet or strip is stretched out over the area to be 
treated. The plastic piece should be a little larger than the area 
treated because the edges will need to be buried in soil. The    
plastic sheeting used must be completely CLEAR. Other types of 
plastic should not be used. Black plastics or reflective plastics will 
get hot on the surface, but will not allow sunlight through to heat 
the soil below. Translucent or whitish plastics may allow some 
sunlight through, but are insufficient at solarizing the soil. 
 

At present, there are no recommendations about type or brand of 
clear plastic to use. Some people think thinner plastic is better, but the main consideration is that the plastic 
should be strong enough to last for at least 6 weeks in the summer sun in Florida without breaking up. 
 

6. Seal Plastic into Soil:  The plastic should be stretched tight and the edges sealed completely by burying in 
soil. If edges are not completely sealed, heat will leak out and problems may result in these cooler areas. 
 

7. Solarize for at Least 6 Weeks:  The plastic should be left in place with all edges buried for at least 6 weeks. 
After that, the plastic can be removed, and if the procedure was successful, weeds and soil pests should be re-
duced for 3-4 months. Wait until you are ready to plant to remove the plastic, and do not plant anything until 
the plastic is removed because the heat under clear plastic will kill seeds and plants!  

 

For more information on solarization, visit http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in856 and http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in824 
 

Adapted and excerpted from: McSorley, R. and Gill, H. K. (2010). Introduction to Soil Solarization. http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in856 

In the field, plastic covering only the planting rows 
is typical, whereas in a small home garden, the 

plastic may cover the entire planting area. 



 

 

Persimmon Fruit Drop 
 

While lack of sunlight can cause fruit drop, it 
is critical not to over-fertilize persimmons 
with nitrogen since it will knock the fruit off. 
 

Persimmons typically have a high fruit set 
but are self-thinning, dropping a certain number of fruit 
and keeping a manageable load.  Sometimes however, 
persimmons naturally over-thin fruit loads, and you 
don't want to encourage additional thinning by over-
fertilizing. 
 

Persimmons are fertilized 3 times a year:  
 Early March (just before they leaf out) 
 June 
 Late August or Early September  
 

The general rule is to apply 1/2 to 1 pound (1-2 cups) of 
10-10-10 with micronutrients per year of age.  All three 
applications should not exceed 10-15 pounds (20-30 
cups) per year.  In other words, no more than 10 cups 
of 10-10-10 fertilizer per application on very large trees. 
 

If this seems like too much fertilizer to you, then you 
may be right.  It has often been my experience that less 
is more.  The persimmon tree located at the Extension 
Office has been in the ground for nearly 4 years now, 
and while it is still a small tree, it tends to produce 
heavy fruit loads even though it only receives about 1-2 
cups of 10-10-10 fertilizer, once or twice a year.  Timing 
of fertilizer application is also important, so if we miss 
an application, we wait to apply the fertilizer rather 
than applying it late. 

Basic Tomato Care 
 

"Determinate" tomato varieties are bushy plants that 
produce a crop of fruit over a short season, while 
"Indeterminate" varieties grow tall, having vines that 
need to be trellised. 
 

Mulching 
A material such as straw, leaves, dried lawn clippings, 
or plastic which is placed on the soil around the plant is 
called a mulch. It conserves soil moisture, holds down 
weeds, keeps fertilizer from leaching, and keeps fruits 
from rotting on the soil.   
 

Staking and Pruning 
Staking is a must for indetermi-
nate types, but will help any vari-
ety keep fruit off the ground and 
help to conserve space. One 
method of staking is to drive a 6-foot stake into the soil 
3 to 4 inches from each plant, preferably before the 
plant is set. As the plant grows, tie it to the stake with 
string 4 to 6 times during the season. Make the ties just 
below the fruit clusters. Old stockings make great ties. 
There are many other techniques used by gardeners 
for trellising their plants. Tomato cages are quite popu-
lar, and last a long time. 
 

Pruning to remove suckers, also called suckering, is the 
practice of removing the side branches as they emerge. 
This reduces the number of fruit, but causes those pro-
duced to be larger and easier to find. Leave 2 to 3 main 
stems to develop canopy and fruit.   
Watch a video on pruning suckers at: 
http://www.johnnyseeds.com/MediaPlayer.aspx?
VideoID=60&source=10tipsheirloomtoms 
 

Watering 
Tomatoes need about 1-2 inches of water per week. If 
rainfall is not enough, water plants thoroughly once or 
twice a week. Heavy soakings once a week are better 
than many light sprinklings. More frequent watering 
may be needed in sandy soils, especially in the first 
week plants are set. Include a lot of organics in your 
soil to help absorb and hold water.  Drip irrigation is 
also available at many garden supply stores and works 
best in conjunction with mulching to conserve water. 
 

Adapted and excerpted from:  Stephens, J. (1994). Tomatoes in 
the Florida Garden.  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh028 

The Edible Garden 

The ‘Tanenashsi’  cultivar 
growing in the arboretum 
at our  Extension Office is 

an astringent variety, 
meaning it tastes quite 
tart when picked too     

early.  The fruit ripens in 
October and  November, 
looks and feels very soft 

(almost as if it’s going bad) 
but tastes wonderful!   



 

 

Baker County Extension Service 
1025 West Macclenny Avenue 

Macclenny, FL 32063  
 

Phone: (904) 259-3520       Email: alamborn@ufl.edu      Website: http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu 

 

For Extension Programs offered around the state, see the IFAS Extension Web Calendar at http://calendar.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar/index.htm. 

Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker 

County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 no later 

than ten (10) days prior to the event.  Hearing impaired persons can access the foregoing telephone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-

vice at 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

   

Master Gardener Volunteer Training  
 

Applications are due by July 1st! 
 

To help meet the demands of the local community, the Extension Service provides 
training for volunteers who assist in offering educational information and advice on  
garden-related topics.  Gardening knowledge and experience are not a requirement for 
acceptance into the program.  We will teach you all about gardening, but most im-
portantly, we will give you the training you need to assist the community that relies on 
our services.   

 
Master Gardener Volunteer Training will take place at the Baker County Extension Office in 
Macclenny on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am - 1pm during a 7 week period starting  
July 30th (official schedule available from our office). 
 
The cost for training materials is $50 ($60 for couples) and payment plans are available.  There is no 
cost for returning Master Gardener Volunteers who completed the training in previous years.   

 
Please refer to the updated Baker County Master Gardener application packet for full      
program details and requirements.  For an application packet, visit the Master Gardener 
page on our website at http://baker.ifas.ufl.edu or stop by our office to pick one up.  Please 
call (904) 259-3520 if you have questions about the training or concerns regarding            
volunteer requirements after reading the application packet. 
 

 

 Horticulture Program Volunteers 
 

 Volunteer applications are available from the Baker County Extension Office and may be         
submitted at any time during the year.  Once we have received your application, we will set up a time 
for an interview to review your application, answer questions, and discuss your role as a volunteer.  If 
accepted, you will be required to attend a new volunteer orientation session for basic garden training.  
Please call (904) 259-3520 for more information. 


