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Citrus Project Rules & Regulations

Eligibility:
This project is open to all youth aged 5-18 who are enrolled in Charlotte County 4-H through
4honline.com. Age for the project this year is determined as of April 1, 2023.

Requirements

1. Entries shall be limited to one tree per individual. Contestants may only show the tree issued to
them by Charlotte County 4-H in June 2023.

2. Charlotte County 4-H and/or the Charlotte County Fair has the right to reject entries of inferior
quality or diseased plants, as well as those missing identification tags. If an identification tag is
issued in June, the original tag must be present on the tree at the time of the fair.

3. Transplanting your citrus tree into the ground or using a hydroponic system is not permitted.

4, The citrus tree must be planted in a pot provided by the exhibitor. If you choose to decorate
your pot when exhibited at the Fair, it will not reflect (negatively or positively) in your overall
score when judged. Decorations may not exceed the top of the container, and nothing may be
placed under the container to make the tree taller.

5. All participants in the citrus tree project will be required to participate in at least 70 percent of
the citrus club meetings and activities including citrus related workshops, citrus field trip, buyers
letter workshop, and any other 4-H Citrus club events.

6. The following projects must also be completed in order to enter your tree into the fair:

(1) record book, (1) educational backboard or presentation and (2) sets of buyer's letters (three
unsealed, stamped and addressed buyers' letters will be due for each set) to be turned in to the
4-H Office. In addition, all members must participate in individual Interview Judging at the fair.
Late entries of any projects or failure to make-up any activities will result in disqualification.*

7. All record books must be completed in the exhibitor’s handwriting.

Each exhibitor is solely responsible for caring for their tree both at home and during the fair.

9. All citrus exhibits as well as the required record book and backboard/presentation will be
delivered to the Charlotte County Fairgrounds at tree drop off (date tbd).

10. Alltrees will be inspected by the Florida Department of Agriculture when dropped off at the fair.
Any tree that possesses greening or any other disease determined risky by the inspectors will be
disqualified and must be removed immediately. All decisions made by FDACS are final and may
not be challenged.

11. Judging will consist of a different class for each variety of tree. There must be 4 trees in each
class or multiple varieties will be combined to form a class. Cloverbuds may exhibit their tree but
will automatically receive a participation ribbon.

12. First place winners from the specified classes will be considered for overall grand champion tree.
The class receiving the grand champion citrus tree will then be represented by the second-place
tree of that class. From those classes the Reserve Grand Champion will be chosen.

13. Contestants selling their tree will be required to: Provide written care instructions for the buyer,
as well as write a personalized thank-you letter to the buyer. All thank you letters must be
turned into the 4-H Agent, 4-H Program Assistant, or the Citrus Club Leader at Fair Clean-Up.
The letter must be in an unsealed envelope, stamped, and addressed to your buyer.

14. Exhibitors are responsible for recruiting their own buyers.
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15. At any time, exhibitors may be disqualified by Charlotte County 4-H or the Charlotte County Fair due to
inappropriate behavior.

16. In the event of extenuating circumstances which are beyond the 4-H’ers control, (such circumstances might
include but would not be limited to: accidents, illness, school activities, and other 4-H activities) Charlotte
County 4-H reserves the right to review and make final determination as to whether or not a 4-H’er has met
the requirements to participate.

17. Any member who receives a tree but does not complete all requirements may not be eligible to raise a tree
in the coming year as they will not be considered a member in good standing. **Even if your tree does not
make it to the fair, you still need to complete the record book and educational backboard/presentation as
well as Interview judging.

Please remember that the purpose of the Charlotte County 4-H Citrus program is to conduct activities which are
educational and promote good citizenship.

Please sign below if you have read and fully understand the stated rules and requirements of the Charlotte
County 4-H Citrus Project. | have also read and fully understand the Charlotte County 4-H Citrus Rules and
Regulations. All members are required to follow these rules as stated. Failure to do so may result in
disqualification from exhibition or participation in Charlotte County 4-H and/or the Charlotte County 4-H Citrus
Program.

Exhibitor/Date Exhibitor’s Parent/Guardian/Date



Youth Citrus Tree Project
Agreement

The exhibitor is responsible for caring for the citrus tree, which will include
watering, fertilizing, insect and pest control, as well as grooming and showing. The
Exhibitor will use this project as an educational tool to learn skills needed in the
horticulture industry. This project will also help the Exhibitor to accept success
and failure as a learning experience.

The Exhibitor will keep accurate records on the citrus tree.
| accept and understand these responsibilities.

Exhibitor’s Signature Date

The Parent(s) are responsible for providing financial help if needed, along with the
assistance and encouragement while the Exhibitor is raising the tree. A parent
must be in possession of any chemicals etc. given to care for the tree and must
assist the child at all times when using these said chemicals.

| accept and understand these responsibilities.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

The Club Leader is responsible for giving the Exhibitor assistance when needed
and guiding the exhibitor throughout the project.

| accept and understand these responsibilities.

Club Leader’s Signature Date



Setting Goals...

What are your goals this year? What do you want to accomplish with your project?

Did you accomplish these goals? Explain why or why not.
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About My Citrus Tree

Date received:
Variety of tree:
Type of Potting soil used:

My tree is from:

Beginning Cost:

Research to find the answers to the following questions:

When is your fruit harvested?

Describe the fruit from your tree:

Give a brief history of your variety:




Citrus Tree Project Chart

Complete the first column the first day that you receive your tree. Once
a month, on roughly the same day, measure your tree and record the
various information on your chart.

General Signs of Insects Other
Appearance Comments

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

January

February



Project Photos

Please include a photo as well as a caption
for each month.

June July

Place Place
Photo Photo
Here Here




Project Photos

Please include a photo as well as a caption

August

for each month.

September

Place
Photo
Here

Place
Photo
Here
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Project Photos

Please include a photo as well as a caption
for each month.

October November

Place Place
Photo Photo
Here Here
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Project Photos

Please include a photo as well as a caption

December

for each month.

January

Place
Photo
Here

Place
Photo
Here
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Care and Maintenance Record

Make sure that you keep complete records on your activities. This
section can be brief, but more detail is better.

Date Type of Activity Material Used Purpose




Record of Expenses fo

Citrus Tree Project

Record your expenses for this project below.
(This could include soil, container, envelopes, stamps etc.)

Date Item Co

st

Total Cost

S |




Project Story

At the end of your project, write a project story summarizing
everything that has happened and what you have learned.
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Additional Project Pictures

Include pictures of your project from start to end. Include
captions with each picture.
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Sample Educational
Backboard Topics

The topics below are recommended but not absolute. You may deviate
from these topics but please choose something related to citrus.

History of Citrus in Florida

Varieties of Citrus in Florida

Common uses and products of citrus

Citrus By-Products

Jobs related to the citrus industry

How would you market your citrus tree for a profit if you were in the nursery business?
Citrus Canker & It’s affects on the citrus industry

Citrus Greening & It’s affects on the citrus industry
Freezes & It’s affects on the citrus industry

Pests of citrus and their effect on the citrus tree and fruit
From Tree to Table

The impact of citrus on the economy of DeSoto County
How has technology affected the citrus industry?

The need for water conservation in today’s groves

From seed to orange juice...the process of producing citrus fruit from the birth of a new tree
(day 1)

Varieties and rootstocks

Diseases

Insects and Mites

Fertilization

Irrigation

Cold and Freeze Protection

Mechanical Harvesting

**All displays must include both photos and text.
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Educational Backboard

Choose 1 citrus related topic which you are interested in. Research that
topic and complete an educational backboard that contains information
and pictures related to your topic to display with your citrus tree.

Topic:

Ideas Ideas

Ideas Ideas
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Pest & Disease
ldentification
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Pest & Disease
ldentification
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Pest & Disease
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It’s Time To Do Your Research...

1. What economic impact does the citrus industry have on the state of Florida?

2. According to the USDA Agricultural statistics for 2018-2019, answer the

following questions:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Florida/Publications/County_Estimates/2019/FLCitrus18-
19CE.pdf

-How many (1,000 boxes) of citrus did Charlotte County produce?
-Which county produced the most (1,000 boxes) of citrus in Florida in 2018-2019?

3. According to the Florida Department of Citrus, what are the Amazing 5 of
Florida Orange Juice? Describe each part in detail (www.floridacitrus.org/orange-
juice-ca/)

6. According to the Florida Department of Citrus, which citrus products are
primarily grown in Florida? (www.floridacitrus.org/oj/fact/what-citrus-products-
are-primarily-grown-in-florida/)

7. Describe citrus greening including its symptoms and the type of fruit it affects.




Charlotte County Project Book Score Sheet

4-H Member:
4-H Club:

Jr (age 8-10) Int (age 11-13) 5r (age 14-18)

. Possible | Earned
Section Points Points
Cover 5
Section A - Signatures (pages 4, 5) 10
Section B - Beginning Goals, About My Tree, & 10
Project Chart (pages 7, 8, 9)

Section C - Project Month Photos (pages 10 - 13) 10
Section D - Care & Maintenance, Expenses (pages 15

14, 15)

Section E - Project Story 20
Section F - Photos 10
Section G - Educational Backboard 10
Section H - Pest & Disease Identification 10
Date: Judges Initials: Total:

Comments:

25



