
Did you
know about
these
beneficial
insects?

Similar to dragonflies these insects are voracious predators both as
larvae and adults. Although damselfies are not commonly seen around
a garden, they eat pests like mosquitoes and you're likely to see them

if you live around water or lush vegetation.

Bees and butterflies are just
two types of beneficial

insects that you may see
around your yard pollinating

flowers. There are also
beneficial predators and
parasitoids that naturally
keep pest populations in

check. 

Predaceous adults live in shrubs and crops where they eat a variety
of pests while larvae particularly like to feed on aphids. To ID them,
look for the characteristic netted veins in their wings that lay over

their body as opposed to outward like a dragonfly. 

Although these insects might look intimidating, they are welcome
guests in a garden. They use their needle-like beak to inject venom
into prey like mosquitoes, flies, and aphids. You can often find them

sitting on flowers while they wait for prey to walk by.

Assassin Bugs

Damselflies

Green Lacewings

Photo Credit: Lacewing - http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/leonco/2015/04/24/protect-your-beneficial-insects/. Asassin bug - Debbie Roos, Agricultural Extension Agent, NC State Extension. Damselfly -
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/manateeco/2019/11/21/from-the-garden-bench-the-lovely-damselfly/
Sources: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in965, http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/clayco/2018/10/02/lacewing-larvae-dont-take-out-the-trash/, https://growingsmallfarms.ces.ncsu.edu/growingsmallfarms-assassinbug/, https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in632



These flies might look scary but they attack wasps,
grasshoppers, and even other flies. They often resemble

bees with their hairy faces but they are true flies. 

They help keep your lawn healthy by attacking important turf pests
like chinch bugs, sod webworms, and other caterpillars. They are

about 1 inch long and have pincers at the end of their bodies.

Adults lay larvae in caterpillars and aphids making them great
biological controls of pests. The larvae will continue to develop

and eventually kill the host when they emerge as an adult. 

Photo Credit: Robber Fly - Fritz Geller-Grimm, Earwig - Jim Castner, UF/IFAS, Parasitic Wasp and Polistes Wasp - Lyle Buss UF/IFAS, University of Florida. 
Sources: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in557, https://mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/lso/BANKER%20IST/Beneficial%20Insects%201.pdf, https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in245, http://blogs.tallahassee.com/community/2018/06/04/learn-to-recognize-and-encourage-beneficial-insects,
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/entnemdept/2017/05/23/word-day-parasitoid-2/, http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/MISC/WASPS/Polistes_carolina.htm

Conservation of
beneficial insects is
crucial for a healthy

garden. Without
them pests would
quickly take over!

Snap a picture and
check out UF EDIS

documents or featured
creature articles for ID

help.

Parasitic Wasps

Robber Flies

Earwigs

Polistes Wasp
Polistes carolina is a rust colored wasp that is usually considered to
be a pest. However, they pollinate crops during nectar feeding and

prey on pests like caterpillars, beetle grubs, and cicadas.
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