
July 2025

Horticulture               p. 3
Agriculture                 p. 4
4-H Youth Development p. 5

The UF/IFAS Extension Office is available to help you with your
farming, gardening, landscaping, and 4-H youth development

needs by providing educational programming, free consultations
and information. Contact us at:

 
UF/IFAS Extension Baker County

 
1025 W. Macclenny Ave. Macclenny, FL 32063

 
Phone: (904) 259-3520                    Email: baker@ifas.ufl.edu 

 
Hours: M—F 8:30 am to 5:00 pm (Closed Noon to 1:00 pm for Lunch)

 
County Agents

 
Alicia Lamborn, Horticulture Agent

 
Shaina Spann, 4-H Youth Development Agent

 
Alicia Halbritter, Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent 

Baker County Garden Spot     Baker County 4-H

Agriculture in North Florida

blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker

Online Florida-Friendly Landscaping - This free, self-paced, online course will guide you through the 9
principles to keep your yard and garden healthy using less time, money, and resources. Register
here: https://forms.gle/o87D5gYauQVQNQ2s7 
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The Baker BulletinThe Baker Bulletin

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to individuals and
institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or
affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program and Boards of County
Commissioners Cooperating. Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025 West Macclenny Avenue,
Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 at least 2 weeks in advance. Advance notice is necessary to arrange for some accessibility needs.

Programs & Events

Butterfly Gardening - Learn the basic garden design elements for a successful butterfly garden.
Helpful resources and seeds for your garden included! Free, self-paced course. Register here:
https://forms.gle/o3SVghr6xtvwGQ637

Online

Master Gardener Training  p. 2

July
14-17

July 7 Master Gardener Volunteer Training Applications Due - see page 2 for details.

Sweet Treats Summer Day Camp. Register Here

July
21-24 Full STEAM Ahead Summer Day Camp. Register Here

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot/
https://www.facebook.com/bakerco4h/
https://www.facebook.com/UFNFLAG
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker/
https://forms.gle/o87D5gYauQVQNQ2s7
https://forms.gle/o87D5gYauQVQNQ2s7
https://forms.gle/o3SVghr6xtvwGQ637
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Florida’s Native Flora & Fauna
By Alicia Lamborn, Environmental Horticulture Agent

Blue-eyed Grass Box Turtles

Adapted and excerpted from: https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/blue-
eyed-grass/ and https://www.fnps.org/plant/sisyrinchium-angustifolium 

Adapted and excerpted from: https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/reptiles/freshwater-
turtles/box-turtles/



HIGHLIGHTS IN HORTICULTURE
By Alicia Lamborn, Environmental Horticulture Agent
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Growing Tips:

Amaranth:
This popular

cooking green in
the tropics is

becoming more
utilized in Florida

gardens. Plant
culinary types and

cultivate as you
would mustard
greens. Some

amaranth species
also produce an
edible seed head

that forms a fuzzy
spikelet. When

heated, the seeds
can burst like

popcorn.
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It’s just as important for your horse to see the dentist as it is for you! Horses teeth are
what we call hypsodont teeth, meaning they continually erupt from the gums for their
entire life. Horses do have “baby teeth” just like us and gradually lose them, being
replaced by their permanent adult teeth. Unlike humans, horses teeth are continuously
ground down as they chew grass, hay, and feed, so the teeth are slowly replaced by more
tooth hidden below the gum line. Sometimes this grinding action can be uneven or
irregular, causing sharp points or uneven wear to form on the tooth surface. These can
eventually causes issues in the horses mouth and need to be addressed by an equine
dentist. Good oral health is an important part of helping horses live long, happy lives!

BARNYARD BULLETIN
By Alicia Halbritter, Agriculture Agent

Equine Dental CareEquine Dental Care

Horses should have a dental exam completed once

a year to check for sharp points, ulcers, loose teeth

or other issues, with their first dental check

occurring between 18 and 24 months of age. Your

equine dentist may recommend more frequent

checks for horses that have an overbite or

underbite as these can cause additional

complications. A balanced mouth is important for

proper chewing and comfort of the horse but it also

helps maintain tooth structure as uneven wear

causes rapid tooth loss or loose teeth.

During a dental exam your veterinarian or equine

dentist will need to sedate the horse. Sedation

helps the animal relax, allowing for a safer work

environment for the dentist and the animal.

Additionally, sedation prevents the animal from

reacting to the tools used in the mouth, allowing for

more accurate dentistry work to be completed. 

Work done in the horses mouth is called “floating”.

This is when a rasp, or file, is used to manipulate the

surface of the tooth, just like a nail file. Sometimes

a dentist may use powered dental tools, this is

normal. In Florida power dental tools can be used

legally by a veterinarian or an equine lay dentist

working with a veterinarian, however the vet must

be present for sedation & power tool use. 

Signs your horse may need a dental exam or

their teeth floated:

Unexplained weight loss

Chewing abnormally (head tilt)

Behavioral issues when riding (throwing the

head, refusal to take a bit, reluctance to turn

or respond to the bit)

Excessive dropping of feed

Feed stuck in the mouth, especially between

the lips & teeth at the gum line

Bad breath

Facial swelling

Extractions may be needed in certain cases,

especially if teeth are loose. Extractions should

only be performed by a veterinarian and are

typically done under mild sedation. Adult horses

have between 36 and 44 teeth, so they can

afford to lose a few, but excessive need for

extractions should be investigated by your

veterinarian. 

https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/


REMIND APP
text @bakerco4h to 81010 to be added to

the 4-H Remind text group.

Check out our Livestock Google Site! 

LUCKY CLOVER CHRONICLE
By Shaina Spann, 4-H Youth Development Agent
Guest contributor Allison Bennett, UF/IFAS
Extension Intern. Majoring in Animal Biology, Allison is a
former 4-H member and FFA Chapter Officer.

4-H Club Meetings & Events
July 4 - Office Closedth

July 14- Fair Tag-in 7am, BCHS
July 14-17- Sweet Treats Camp
July 19- Fair MARKET Tag-in 7am
July 21-24- STEAM Camp
July 22 - Livestock Club Meeting @ 13459 County Road
127 Sanderson, Fl 32087
July 26- SHOWMANSHIP CLINIC 8am-12am, BC
Fairgrounds

No Cloverbuddies meetings during summer

These day camps will travel to different locations every day! From traversing the Okefenokee to the Alligator Farm to making candied

fruit, it’s going to be an amazing time! Each day campers will need to bring a lunch with an ice pack and water bottle. We will provide a

snack. Transportation for each camp will be provided. Payment SECURES registration and is on a first-come, first-served basis. Camps

are Monday - Thursday, 9am-4pm.

July 14-17: Sweet Treats FULL
Ages 8-13 (as of 9/1/2024)   Cost: $100

This camp will explore all things sweet to eat! From fruit to candies, it's definitely going to be delicious!

July 21-24: Full S.T.E.A.M. Ahead Camp FULL
Ages 8-13 (as of 9/1/2024)   Cost: $100

This camp will focus on Science. Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. We will take field trips to various places and

investigate the amazing realm of the sciences.
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Camp spots SOLD OU T !

In the top picture, we visited
Okefenokee Adventures where we

walked a boardwalk and saw various
swamp animals and plants and then
got to do a boat tour to get an even

closer look of the waterway! (Boat tour
is pictured below)

In the picture above, the
students got a chance to visit

the UF TREEO center and take a
peek into microscopes to look at

different bacteria in water.
Afterwards, we visited the GRU

in Gainesville to show the
students the full process of how

waste water is treated!

In the top picture, the students got
to do their part at the river and

conduct some water testing with the
Riverkeeper. We then traveled to

Cedar Lakes Woods and Gardens to
finish up our last day of the

Wonderful World of Water summer
camp!

https://sites.google.com/ufl.edu/baker-county-4h-livestock-club/home
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/
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Preparation

Ingredients

Florida Watermelon
Rind Pickles

3-5 pounds Florida watermelon rind
3 cups Florida sugar

1 Florida orange, sliced thin
3 Florida Key limes, sliced thin

1 lemon, sliced thin
2 cups water

2 cups white vinegar

Remove all the rind from the watermelon (after enjoying the melon itself) using a sharp
knife. Cut the rind into desired size and shape (1 x 2-inch pieces). Combine all the

ingredients into a large vessel and store in refrigerator overnight, or up to 24 hours.
Remove from refrigerator and pour all ingredients into a large saucepot. If brine is not
totally covering ingredients add more water. Bring to a boil, then reduce to simmer for

about 30 minutes or until the rind is soft and slightly transparent. Remove from heat and
allow to cool to room temperature. Store in the refrigerator for up to 1 week, serve cold.

https://www.followfreshfromflorida.com/recipes/florida-watermelon-rind-pickles
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https://www.followfreshfromflorida.com/recipes/florida-peach-puff-pastry
https://www.followfreshfromflorida.com/recipes/florida-watermelon-rind-pickles

