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The UF/IFAS Extension Office is available to help you with your
farming, gardening, landscaping, and 4-H youth development

needs by providing educational programming, free consultations
and information. Contact us at:

 
UF/IFAS Extension Baker County

 
1025 W. Macclenny Ave. Macclenny, FL 32063

 
Phone: (904) 259-3520                    Email: baker@ifas.ufl.edu 

 
Hours: M—F 8:30 am to 5:00 pm (Closed Noon to 1:00 pm for Lunch)

 
County Agents

 
Alicia Lamborn, Horticulture Agent

 
Shaina Spann, 4-H Youth Development Agent

 
Alicia Halbritter, Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent 

Baker County Garden Spot    Baker County 4-H
Agriculture in North Florida

blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker

Online Florida-Friendly Landscaping - This free, self-paced, online course will guide you through
the 9  principles to keep your yard and garden healthy using less time, money, and
resources. Register here: https://forms.gle/o87D5gYauQVQNQ2s7 
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The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to
individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin,
political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program
and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. Extension programs are open to all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to participate in any activity, should contact the Baker County Cooperative Extension Service at 1025
West Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 32063 or telephone (904) 259-3520 at least 2 weeks in advance. Advance notice is necessary to arrange for some accessibility needs.

Programs & Events

Butterfly Gardening - Learn the basic garden design elements for a successful butterfly
garden. Helpful resources and seeds for your garden included! Free, self-paced course.
Register here: https://forms.gle/o3SVghr6xtvwGQ637

Online

Sept 6 Calf Pulling Demonstration: Learn to Intervene with Difficult Calving. 9am-12pm at the
Baker County Extension Office. Register here: http://calfpulling.eventbrite.com  
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https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASBakerCountyGardenSpot/
https://www.facebook.com/bakerco4h/
https://www.facebook.com/UFNFLAG
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/baker/
https://forms.gle/o87D5gYauQVQNQ2s7
https://forms.gle/o87D5gYauQVQNQ2s7
https://forms.gle/o3SVghr6xtvwGQ637
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/calf-pulling-demo-tickets-1402145758709?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/calf-pulling-demo-tickets-1402145758709?aff=oddtdtcreator


HIGHLIGHTS IN HORTICULTURE
By Alicia Lamborn, Environmental Horticulture Agent
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Growing Tips:
Swiss Chard:

Popular varieties
include Bright
Lights, Bright

Yellow, Fordhook
Giant, Lucullus, 
and Red Ruby.

Seeds can be sown
in the fall, late
winter, or early

spring. An excellent
alternative green

for warm weather.
Harvest outer

leaves when 8-10
inches long. Very

susceptible to root-
knot nematodes,

but can be grown in
containers using

clean potting soil to
avoid damage. 



Parts of the plant you should be able to describe are outlined
below:

Plant Families: plant families share similar characteristics and
may help narrow down what the mystery plant is. See if you can
match the plant to something you are familiar with that it looks
like. 
Growth Habit: Describe the form of the plant. Is it upright,
shrub-like, woody, grass-like, a vine, crawling? 
Roots: Does is have one large taproot (like a carrot), or a fibrous
root system with a thick bunch of thin roots?
Stem: Is the stem branched or unbranched? Is it hairy? What
color is it? Does it have thorns? Is it herbaceous or woody?
Additionally, it is important to know the difference between
rhizomes, which are  lateral stems that grow under the ground
(think, bahiagrass), and stolons, which are lateral stems that
grow above the ground (think, St. Augustine Grass).
Leaf: Are the leaves simple or compound? What is the leaf
shape & arrangement on the stem? Are the edges lobed,
toothed, scalloped or smooth? Does the leaf surface have a
texture? Is it fuzzy, dull, or waxy? 
Flowers: Describe the color, the number of petals, and if the
flowers are solitary or clustered together. Be able to give a size
comparison to something common (a quarter for example).
Fruits or Seeds: Describe the color, shape, number and current
development stage of the product.

Knowing basic plant identification
characteristics is an important factor of weed
management, but why? The main reason is
that herbicides and other management
techniques are not the same for every plant.
Some plants have close look a-likes that
could be invasive, toxic, or otherwise
problematic and you wouldn’t want to
mistake it for another plant. Additionally, if
you don’t know what a plant is and you are
seeking help from an extension agent or
consultant, you’ll need to have some basic
knowledge to accurately describe the plant
characteristics. There are over 4,100
flowering plants in Florida, the plant group
home to most of our “weeds”, so there are
lots of potentials for popping up on your
property. 

BARNYARD BULLETIN
By Alicia Halbritter, Agriculture Agent

Plant ID BasicsPlant ID Basics

You should be able to describe the
environment the plant is growing in,
whether it be a pasture, lawn, crop field, or
something else. Additionally, you should
know if it is a grass or broadleaf. Grass
species have parallel veins on narrow leaves
while broadleaves have branch veins on
broad leaves of various shapes.
Venation Shapes Arrangement Margins Arrangement

 on the Stem
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REMIND APP
text @bakerco4h to 81010 to be added to

the 4-H Remind text group.

Check out our Livestock Google Site! 4-H Club Meetings & Events
Sep 1- New 4-H Year starts!
Sep 8- Cloverbuddies, 4-5 pm, Auditorium
Sep 18- NEW! STEAM Explorers, 4:30-5:30pm, Auditorium
Aug 26- Livestock Club, Auditorium, 6pm

4-H is looking to put together a team for the Insectathon!  The 4-H
State Insectathon Event provides 4-H youth with opportunities to

demonstrate their knowledge of the entomology world. Registration
($10) opens October 1  with the contest on February 7, 2026. Reach

out to Mrs. Shaina for more details!
st

INSECTATHON

Re-Enroll for the
New 4-H Year Today!

LUCKY CLOVER CHRONICLE
By Shaina Spann, 4-H Youth Development Agent
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What to wear:
White collared shirt, tucked in
Black/dark jeans
4-H Clover Patch or jacket/vest
Boots or other appropriate closed toe
shoes

When to wear:
When exhibiting
When selling

Guide to Guide to 4-H Attire at the fair

The 4-H Office has iron-on patches available!

https://sites.google.com/ufl.edu/baker-county-4h-livestock-club/home
https://v2.4honline.com/
https://v2.4honline.com/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/bakerco/


MORE INFO

INFO INFO INFO INFO

2025 Baker County
Agricultural Fair

BLUE JEANSBLUE JEANSAMERICAN  DREAMSAMERICAN  DREAMS&&

OCTOBER 21  - 26 , 2025ST TH

Art, Sewing,
Crafts, Foods,

Table Setting, plus
new LEGO exhibit

and Chili Cook
Off!

HOME ARTS HORTICULTURE

Enter your flowering,
fruiting or foliage

plants plus
categories for

bonsai, succulents,
and more!

VEGETABLE

CONTEST

Enter a garden
vegetable table
display, fruit or

vegetable display, or
pumpkins!

BAKERCOUNTYFAIR.COM

EGG

COMPETITION

Enter 1 dozen
eggs from your
farm for display

& judging!

Check-in for home arts:
Monday, October 13

@ 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Important Dates & Times
Baked Goods Entries:

Monday, Oct 20
@ 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Table Setting Event: 
Sunday, Oct 19

@ 3:30 pm

Check-in for all
 other exhibits:

Saturday, October 18
@ 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

MORE INFO

Each exhibitor receives a one-day entry pass to visit 
 the Exhibits and view the items and plants on display.

cASH pRIZES aVAILALE FOR rIBBON wINNERS!

https://bakercountyfair.com/
https://bakercountyfair.com/home-arts/
https://bakercountyfair.com/horticulture/
https://bakercountyfair.com/resources/2025-pdfs/Rules/Fair-Vegetable-Contest-Rules-2025.pdf
https://bakercountyfair.com/resources/2025-pdfs/Rules/2025-Egg-Show-Rules.pdf
http://bakercountyfair.com/
https://bakercountyfair.com/


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewU_uLaVvLHo5taCU3Ok5WI7JIUqnqDeQ0bVgSXj-ilVxAsw/viewform

