
  

 

Dear Bradford County Extension Clientele,  
 

I am excited and honored to serve as the Interim County Extension Director for UF/

IFAS Extension Bradford County. I have been a Family and Consumer Sciences 

Extension Agent with UF/IFAS Extension since 2009 and served as County Extension 

Director in Clay County from 2019 through 2025. Throughout my Extension career, I 

have had the privilege of working with individuals, families, and communities through 

my educational programs focused on nutrition and healthy lifestyles. One of the 

things I value most about Extension is the opportunity to build meaningful 

partnerships and work alongside community members, organizations, and local 

leaders to address the needs of the communities we serve. This opportunity is 

especially meaningful to me because of my connection to this area. I grew up in 

neighboring Union County where I was a 4-H member and now my family and I own a 

small farm just beyond the southern border of Bradford County. Bradford County 

feels like home, and I am excited for the opportunity to serve this community. I look 

forward to working with the Bradford County Board of County Commissioners, 

Extension volunteers, community partners, and residents to support and build upon 

the great work already being done by the Bradford County Extension team.  

 

Warm regards, 
 
Annie Wallau 

UF/IFAS Bradford County 

Interim Extension Director 

aasheldon@ufl.edu 

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/bradford/ 
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Now that we are in August with the intense heat, gardening may be the last thing on your mind. However, it is one 
of the best times for gardeners in northeast Florida to begin preparing for a productive fall vegetable garden. Un-
like much of the country, Florida's mild fall and winter temperatures allow gardeners to grow many cool-season 
vegetables well into the new year! 
 
Success begins with proper soil preparation. Remove any remaining summer crops, weeds, and plant debris, espe-
cially those showing signs of disease. Incorporate 2 to 3 inches of compost or other organic matter into the top 6 to 
8 inches of soil to improve water-holding capacity and soil structure, if needed. If you haven’t had one done in a 
while, consider submitting a soil sample through your local          UF/IFAS Extension office. A soil test provides valu-
able information about soil pH and nutrient levels, helping you apply only the nutrients your garden needs. 
 
Many popular fall vegetables perform best when started indoors or in a 
protected area before transplanting into the garden. During    August, 
begin seeding crops such as broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels 
sprouts, kale, collards, lettuce, Swiss chard, and celery in  trays or small 
containers. Providing afternoon shade and consistent moisture will help 
seedlings establish during the summer heat. 
 
Most transplants will be ready to move into the garden about four to six 
weeks after seeding. In northeast Florida, this generally means trans-
planting from mid-September through early October, when temperatures 
begin to moderate. Harden seedlings off by gradually   exposing them to 
outdoor conditions for several days before planting. Otherwise they may 
get shocked and die if taken directly from   indoors to the garden.  
 
Several vegetables can also be direct-seeded into the garden beginning in late August and continuing through Sep-
tember. Good choices include carrots, beets, radishes, turnips, spinach, mustard greens, arugula, bush beans, and 
southern peas. These crops germinate quickly in warm soils but may require frequent irrigation until seedlings be-
come established. 
Gardeners looking for a continuous harvest should practice succession planting by sowing small amounts every 
two to three weeks rather than planting everything at once. This approach provides fresh vegetables over a longer 
period and reduces the chance of losing an entire crop to pests or unfavorable weather. 
 
With a little preparation now, your garden can produce fresh vegetables throughout the fall and into winter. For 
recommended planting dates, variety selections, and management recommendations specific to Bradford County, 
you can always contact the Bradford County Extension office and speak with me to get you started in the right di-
rection! 

 
 

Beat the Heat—Start You Fall 
Garden Now! 

Luke Harlow 
Horticulture and Small Farms Agent 

harlow1231@ufl.edu 

mailto:Liz.whitehead@ufl.edu
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Pasture Mealybug Detected in Florida: 

What Producers Need to Know 
Lizzie Whitehead 

Livestock & Natural Resources Agent 
                                                liz.whitehead@ufl.edu 
 
Introduction 

A new invasive insect pest, the pasture mealybug, has recently been detected in Central and South Florida, raising concerns for  

pasture and hay producers. This pest has been associated with pasture dieback in Australia and was first detected in Texas in 2025, 

where it has spread rapidly. Florida's first confirmed detection occurred in late May 2026, and additional infestations have since 

been confirmed in multiple counties. 

What is the pasture mealybug? 

 

The pasture mealybug is a small, sap-feeding insect that specializes in grasses. Adult females are covered with a distinctive white, 

waxy coating that gives them a fluffy appearance. Young nymphs are much smaller and can be difficult to detect without magnifica-

tion. 

Pasture mealybugs can be found in several locations within and around the pasture, including: 

• The undersides of grass leaves 

• Plant crowns and stems 

• Thatch layers 

• On and just below the soil surface 

• Beneath dried cattle manure (cow patties) 

Because they occupy protected locations within the pasture, infestations can be difficult to detect and manage. 
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What damage does it cause? 

Pasture mealybugs feed by removing sap from grasses, reducing plant vigor and causing significant stress to susceptible forage                                    

species. Early symptoms often resemble drought stress or nutrient deficiencies and may include: 

• Purple or red discoloration 

• Yellowing leaves 

• Stunted growth 

• Poor root development 

• Dead patches and pasture dieback 

Infestations have been documented in Limpo grass, Bahia grass, bermudagrass, crabgrass, and several other grass species.  

What can producers do moving forward? 

Regular scouting is the best way to detect pasture mealybugs before infestations become severe. Monitor pastures for areas                                    

showing yellowing, reddening, stunting, or drought-like symptoms. Carefully inspect the undersides of grass blades, plant crowns,                         

thatch, and the soil surface for small white, waxy insects. 

In addition to scouting, producers can help reduce favorable habitat for pasture mealybugs by following good pasture management                          

practices, including: 

• Harvesting hay in a timely manner 

• Maintaining proper grazing heights 

• Reducing excessive thatch accumulation 

• Minimizing drought and nutrient stress 
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How can these pests be controlled? 

Currently, no insecticides are specifically labeled for pasture mealybug control in Florida pastures. Research is underway to evaluate                              

effective management strategies and potential chemical control options. 

Many commonly available insecticides are expected to provide limited control because much of the pasture mealybug's life cycle                                

occurs within the thatch layer and soil, where the insects are protected from insecticide exposure. 

 

 

 

What to do if you think you have it? 

If you suspect pasture mealybugs are present in your pasture, contact your local UF/IFAS Extension office. Producers in Bradford                               

County can call 904-966-6224 to arrange for an Extension agent to evaluate the infestation. 

You may also submit specimens to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), Division of Plant Industry                         
(DPI), Entomology Section, for identification. For assistance, contact the DPI Helpline at 1-888-397-1517 or email                                                              
DPIHelpline@FDACS.gov. 
 

More Information and Resources: 

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Plant-Pests-and-Diseases/Pasture-Mealybug  
 
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/pasture-mealybugs/  

https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/nfrec/2026/06/18/pasture-mealybug-detected-in-florida-pastures/  

Heavy pasture mealybug infestation on Bahia grass. Severe infestations can be associated 

with reddening and yellowing of affected plants. Photo credit: Nicole Quinn, UF/IFAS. 

mailto:DPIHelpline@FDACS.gov
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Plant-Pests-and-Diseases/Pasture-Mealybug
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/pasture-mealybugs/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/nfrec/2026/06/18/pasture-mealybug-detected-in-florida-pastures/


6 

  



7 

  
 



8 

  



9 

  
 



10 

  
 



11 

  



12 

  
 



13 

  
 


