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Pasture Mealybug Detected in Florida:
What Producers Need to Know

Lizzie Whitehead
Livestock & Natural Resources Agent
liz.whitehead@ufl.edu

Introduction

A new invasive insect pest, the pasture mealybug, has recently been detected in Central and South Florida, raising concerns for
pasture and hay producers. This pest has been associated with pasture dieback in Australia and was first detected in Texas in 2025,
where it has spread rapidly. Florida's first confirmed detection occurred in late May 2026, and additional infestations have since
been confirmed in multiple counties.

What is the pasture mealybug?

A cream-white adult female ahead of reproduction on a leaf blade (A) and a pink mated female

with many nymphs (crawlers) down in the thatch (B). Credit: Erin C. Powell (FDACS-DPI).

The pasture mealybug is a small, sap-feeding insect that specializes in grasses. Adult females are covered with a distinctive white,
waxy coating that gives them a fluffy appearance. Young nymphs are much smaller and can be difficult to detect without magnifica-
tion.

Pasture mealybugs can be found in several locations within and around the pasture, including:
® The undersides of grass leaves

® Plant crowns and stems

® Thatch layers

® On and just below the soil surface

® Beneath dried cattle manure (cow patties)

Because they occupy protected locations within the pasture, infestations can be difficult to detect and manage.



What damage does it cause?

Pasture mealybugs feed by removing sap from grasses, reducing plant vigor and causing significant stress to susceptible forage
species. Early symptoms often resemble drought stress or nutrient deficiencies and may include:

® Purple or red discoloration

Yellowing leaves

Stunted growth
® Poor root development

® Dead patches and pasture dieback

Infestations have been documented in lepo grass, Bahia grass, bermudagrass, crabgrass, and several other grass species.

Pasture mealybug on sugarcane, showing the yellow damage. Photo: Erin C. Powell, FDACS-DPI

What can producers do moving forward?

Regular scouting is the best way to detect pasture mealybugs before infestations become severe. Monitor pastures for areas
showing yellowing, reddening, stunting, or drought-like symptoms. Carefully inspect the undersides of grass blades, plant crowns,
thatch, and the soil surface for small white, waxy insects.

In addition to scouting, producers can help reduce favorable habitat for pasture mealybugs by following good pasture management
practices, including:

® Harvesting hay in a timely manner
® Maintaining proper grazing heights
® Reducing excessive thatch accumulation

® Minimizing drought and nutrient stress



How can these pests be controlled?

Currently, no insecticides are specifically labeled for pasture mealybug control in Florida pastures. Research is underway to evaluate
effective management strategies and potential chemical control options.

Many commonly available insecticides are expected to provide limited control because much of the pasture mealybug's life cycle
occurs within the thatch layer and soil, where the insects are protected from insecticide exposure.

Heavy pasture mealybug infestation on Bahia grass. Severe infestations can be associated
with reddening and yellowing of affected plants. Photo credit: Nicole Quinn, UF/IFAS.

What to do if you think you have it?

If you suspect pasture mealybugs are present in your pasture, contact your local UF/IFAS Extension office. Producers in Bradford
County can call 904-966-6224 to arrange for an Extension agent to evaluate the infestation.

You may also submit specimens to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), Division of Plant Industry
(DPI), Entomology Section, for identification. For assistance, contact the DPI Helpline at 1-888-397-1517 or email
DPIHelpline@FDACS.gov.

More Information and Resources:

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Plant-Pests-and-Diseases/Pasture-Mealybug

https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/pasture-mealybugs/

https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/nfrec/2026/06/18/pasture-mealybug-detected-in-florida-pastures/
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A new 4-H year means new opportunities to leam, grow, and try something different. Whether you are
interested in agriculture, leadership, community service, shooting sports, public speaking, or
something completely new, Bradford County 4-H offers many ways to get involved.

As a 4-H member, youth can explore hands-on projects, participate in competitive events, attend
camps and workshops, exhibit their work at the Bradford County Fair, serve their community, and
make friends along the way. You do not have to know exactly what you want to do before joining. Part
of the 4-H experience is discovering new interests and building skills through learing by doing.

The Brown brothers’ 4-H journey started with a summer
day camp in 2024. After getting a taste of what 4-H had
to offer, Michael, Dylan, and Destin returned the following
year as members and quickly began making the
experience their own. They have competed in bake-offs
and photography contests, joined the shotgun team,
exhibited goats and rabbits at the Bradford County Fair,
and taken part in just about every opportunity they can fit
into their schedules.

Their musical talent was something they first discovered and developed through church, and this year
they decided to bring that talent into 4-H. This summer the boys represented Bradford County at the
Florida 4-H Share the Fun contest in Gainesville with a performance of “Wagon Wheel.” Through this
experience, they have gained confidence, made memories, and formed friendships with 4-H
members from across the state.

What began with one summer day camp has grown into a 4-H joumney that keeps opening new doors.
Sometimes, all it takes is one opportunity to discover just how much 4-H has to offer.



Bradford County 4-H: 2026-2027 Club List

CLUB NAME CLUB TYPE MAIN PROJECTS
4-H Homies Club Homeschool Club Agriculture
Brooker Community School 4-H Club In-School Club Agriculture
Crawford Swine 4-H Club Community Club Swine
Endeavor 4-H Club Homeschool Club Multiple Project Areas
Green Acres 4-H Club Community Club Beef & Swine
Hope Christian Academy 4-H Club In-School Club Agriculture
Leading With a Purpose 4-H Club Community Club Leadership & Community Service
Livestock Judging Team Special Interest Club/Team Livestock (Judging Only)
Shotgun Team Special Interest Club/Team Shooting Sports (Shotgun Only)
Teen Leadership Council Special Interest Club Leadership
Updated August 2026

Please note that some clubs and project areas have age or other restrictions.

To leam more about each club, scan the QR code to visit our website, call the
Extension Office at 904-966-6224, or email BradforddH@ifas. ufl.edu

4-H Volunteers Needed
ww,  Volunteers play an important role in making 4-H possible. Bradford
A4 County 4-H is always seeking caring adults to assist with activities, share
A o a skill, support current leaders, or start a new club. No previous 4-H
experience is required, just a willingness to help young people succeed.

Bailea Scarbrough

. %. 4-H Youth Development Agent

bgnann@ufl.edu

N




Septembenr 1, 2026 at 6:00 PM
Bradford county Extension Office
2266 N. Temple Avenue
starke, FL 32091
Youth Ages: 11-18

This meeting will cover the goals and scope of
livestock judging, outline expectations for
youth and parent participation, and review
calendar planning for 2026-2027.

contact Lizzie whitehead
if you have any questions!

(904) 966-6224 or
liz.whitehead®ufl.edu
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SAVE THE DATE

SMALL RUMINANT
SIHORT COURSIE

September 18-19, 2026 Ll |

Straughn Professional Development Center to reg-ster
Gainesville, FL

Colle th Medici
UF|coieorvemmeaiine. UFTFAS




September 30- October 2, 2026

Three day workshop with classroom lectures and chute-side
education to improve your beef cattle palpation skills.

Reproduction Dealing with dystocia,
physiology, palpation bull selection,
basics, pregnancy nutrition, palpatio
diagnosis practice

Artificial $300 per person

insemination, heat

synchronization, Scan the QR code to register
palpation practice

Lunch, materials,
and refreshments
included!

. - Marion S

EXTENSION SERVICE
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2026 UF/IFAS EXTENSION

VESTO

Tuesday

@@TOI[ER 27™

8:30AM - 2PM
»ine SANTA FE xza to pree-
RIVER RANCH registes

in Alachua, FL $40 at the door

- twcludles bumetr/
Mﬁé&yé&f sponsored by Farm Credit

Pasture Mealybug Update

Scan with
New World Screwworm Update your phone

or head to:
https://26L FADMISSION

Establishing Forages -eventhrite.com

Alternative Feeds

-

. e Contact Lizzie Whitehead
UF' IFAS Extension \ L“ -7 (\. with any questions.
; Wi il Ay LI W liz.whitehead@ufl.edu
An Equal Opportunity Institution. L.vssﬁgﬁl"{cﬁﬁf#s"énoup 904-966-6224
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RETURNING @ NEW
4-H MEMBERS 4-H MEMBERS

7~

ENROLL IN
4-H ONLINE

All returning and new
members must enroll
through 4-H Online before
attending first club meeting

CURRENT
CLUB LIST

On our website you will find
a list of active 4-H clubs
along with additional

- resources for members

LY

this time. Additional clubs may be added County Extension Office at 904-966-6224 or

Our current club list reflects active clubs at @ For assistance, please contact the Bradford
throughout the 2026-2027 4-H year. bradford4h@ifas.ufl.edu

UF

/
IFAS Extension 3
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA % Bradf Ount}% s s

°® An Equal Opportunity Institution.
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UFIFAS

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Financial Well-Being Series

This FREE series is designed to help you build confidence in
managing your personal finances and improving overall financial
wellness. Each session offers practical, easy-to-apply strategies

on key topics, such as:

September 1: Budgeting and Goal Setting.
Learn how to make your money work for
you through goal-setting strategies.

October 6: How to Boost Your Credit. E
Learn how to build your credit and
increase your score.

November 3: How to Manage Debt.
Learn Debt management strategies and
options for collections.

December 1: How to Start Investing.
Learn about types of investment accounts
and how to begin investing safely.

Pre-Registration Required: https://tinyurl.com/bdh22949

Virtual class first Tuesday of the month.
Offered at two times:
Lunch and Learn: 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Evening: 6:30 - 7:30 pm

For more information, contact Ella Dinkins:
(904) 284-6355 or edinkins@ufl.edu

'U'F IFAS Extension

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

An Equal Opportunity Institution.
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