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Photography Contest  
Submitted Electronically by February 20, 2026 at 4:00 PM to bradford4h@ifas.ufl.edu  

Participation Criteria:  
This contest is open to every age division of 4-H members. Cloverbuds are encouraged to 
participate, but their materials will not be sent on to the state for competitive review.   
 
Categories:  
Each youth may submit no more than 1 entry per category (total 5 per youth) at the county level.  
 

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION 
People Any photo where the main subject(s) is a person or people. Still shots 

or active.  
Flora and Fauna Plants, animals; living items found in nature. 
Scenic Cityscapes, rural landscapes, natural settings that do not fit into the 

Flora and Fauna category.  
Still Life An arrangement or display of inanimate objects.  
Black and White Any subject presented in black and white.  

 
Rules:  

• All photos exhibited must have been taken by 4-H members within one year of the date of 
the state photo contest deadline (June 1 of the previous year)  

• Pixel size: Photos should be at least 800 pixels by 1000 pixels and saved as a JPEG. 
The ideal 8×10 quality is 2400 pixels by 3000 pixels, which is the same as an 8×10 photo at 
300 dpi (resolution). Any higher variations of the 8×10 ratio are allowed. If photos have a 
different pixel ratio you may still submit. However, the photos will be judged using the 8×10 
pixel dimensions which may cause your photo to appear stretched, compressed, or 
distorted. If you view a photo’s properties on your computer, it will tell you the width and 
height in pixels. 

• Alterations of photo: Although slight computer enhanced photos are allowed, such as 
crop, trimming, adjusting lighting, and red eye reduction; substantially altered photography, 
such as changing colors or applying design styles, using computer graphics will disqualify 
an entry. 

• Model Release Statement: Recognizable pictures of any adult or youth under the age of 18 
must include a “Model release” signature. If a minor is in the photo, the signature MUST 
come from their parent or guardian. 

• Refusal Rights: The Florida 4-H Youth Development Program reserves the right to refuse 
inappropriate or unsuitable entries. Photograph must NOT be offensive, degrading, racists, 
or contain pornography of any form. 

 
Scoring and Awards:  
Junior, Intermediate, and Senior entries are judged separately. Blue, red, and white award is given 
to each entry. A top overall junior entry, intermediate entry, and senior entry will be selected (3 
total). These three entries can advance to state competition.  
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Graphic Design Contest  
Submitted Electronically by February 20, 2026 at 4:00 PM to bradford4h@ifas.ufl.edu  

The Graphic Design Program gives 4-H members an opportunity to use their creativity and artistic 
ability to promote their project areas or 4-H program. 4-H’ers are encouraged to develop their 
visual communication skills by also identifying locations to display their created materials as a 
means to communicate with external audiences about the 4-H program. 
 
Participation Criteria:  
This contest is open to every age division of 4-H members. Cloverbuds are encouraged to 
participate, but their materials will not be sent on to the state for competitive review.   
 
Contest Rules: 

1. This is an individual event. Entries must be completed by exhibitor, and only one entry 
per youth participant. 

2. The entry must be saved as a pdf file, with the exemption of the PowerPoint entries.  
3. Graphics become the property of Florida 4-H upon entry and may be used for 

promotional purposed by Florida 4-H. 
4. No hand drawn entries will be accepted. 
5. The entries will be judged on: Font style and graphics, flow of design, color, educational 

components, and clear delivery of message. 
6. Use of copyrighted or protected characters or logos is prohibited. Use of the 4-H 

Emblem: Use of the 4-H Emblem must be in accordance to the graphic standards set by 
the USDA.  

7. County 4-H agents can submit all blue ribbon entries to the state graphic design 
contest. 

 
Awards:  
Junior, Intermediate, and Senior entries are judged separately. Blue, red, and white award is given 
to each entry. A top overall junior entry, intermediate entry, and senior entry will be selected (3 
total). These three entries can advance to state competition.  
 
Description of Categories:  
Youth are allowed one entry in the Graphic Design competition.  Entry should either focus on 
promotion of 4-H or a 4-H project.   
 

CLASSES DESCRIPTION 
Brochure This is a tri-fold brochure that should contain information on both the 

front and back. It should be easily read and printed with 8.5”x11” 
Flyer This is an 8.5”x11” sheet of paper, that will promote your topic of 

choice 
Other Any other promotional material. Ex: bookmarks, postcards, etc.  
PowerPoint Presentation 5-10 slides and a script to accompany the presentation. For best 

presentation, include the script for each slide in the “notes” section 
of the PowerPoint.  
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