The Life Cycle of the Butterfly

Butterflies pass through several very different stages during their life cycle, a process called metamorphosis. The life span varies

from a few days to a few months. However, the over-wintering Monarch is known to live for an average of 8 months. The longest

lived butterfly in Broward County is the Zebra Longwing. Unlike other parts of the United States, butterflies in Broward County
typically have continuous generations. The peak seasons for butterflies are
spring, early summer, and fall. During the fall, Broward County witnesses
its greatest abundance of butterflies, both migratory and resident.

Life span for a butterfly
is 5 days to 6 months

Egg takes from 5 to 10
days to hatch

Chrysalis

Chrysalis stage lasts
10 to 15 days

Larva or
Caterpillar

Larva grows from 2 to 4weeks
before pupation into a chrysalis

Butterfly Facts

More than 725 species of butterflies are
found in North America. Approximately 83
are found in Broward County.

Broward butterflies range in size from as small as
just under 1/2 inch for the Amethyst Hairstreak to
as large as the 5.5-inch Giant Swallowtail.

Butterfly feet possess a sense of taste. When the
feet come in contact with nectar, the straw-like mouth,
called the proboscis, uncoils.

Butterfly wings are covered with colorful overlapping
scales which are mainly used for protection. These
scales can also be modified to release an odor for
females to attract males for mating and can also be
faceted to refract light, creating iridescent hues.

The time from egg-laying to emergence of the adult
butterfly varies from 29 to 53 days.

Adult butterflies do not chew leaves, bite or carry diseases.
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Attracting Butterflies
to Your Yard

Nectar flowers will bring butterflies to your yard to feed
and are not harmed by the adult butterflies. Planting a
food source for the caterpillars, which serve as host plants
for larvae, will attract butterflies to your yard throughout
their life cycle. The larval host plants are meant to be
eaten by butterfly caterpillars.

Native plants are a good choice for attracting butterflies.
The plants provide the nectar, and the butterflies pollinate
the plants when they come to feed on the nectar.

Maintaining a Butterfly Garden

e Do not use pesticides in your garden.
They will kill your butterflies. Use a strong jet
of water or hand pick other garden pests.

e Choose natural organic or slow-release fertilizers with
a low phosphorous level for fertilizing your plants.

e Mulch at least 3-4 inches deep to decrease
weeds, but stay 4-12 inches from the stems to
prevent stem rot.

For more information, visit: http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
broward/urban-horticulture-and-natural-resources/

Email: Broward MG@ifas.ufl.edu
with your butterfly questions.
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Butterflies and Caterpillars You Might See

Caterpillar

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)

Canna Skipper (Calpodes ethlius)

Larval Host Plants

Remember: Larval host plants will be eaten by
butterfly caterpillars. It is a good idea to plant larval
host plants with other plants to avoid the "eaten look."

Corky-Stemmed Passion Vine (Passiflora suberosa)
o Gulf Fritillary, o Zebra Longwing and o Julia

Passion Flower (Passiflora incarnata) but will
accept any Passiflora except Passiflora coccinea *
o Gulf Fritillary, o Zebra Longwing and o Julia

Chapman’s Senna (Senna chapmanii)
o Cloudless Sulphur and Orange-barred Sulphur

Coin Vine (Dalbergia ecastaphyllum)
o Statira Sulphur

Wild Tamarind (Lysiloma latisliqua)
Large Orange Sulphur and Cassius Blue

Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa)
o Monarch (on life cycle page) 0 Queen

White Twine Vine (Sarcostemma clausum)
Monarch (on life cycle page) 0 Queen and o Soldier

Wild Petunia (Ruellia caroliniensis)
Common Buckeye

Wild Lime (Zanthoxylum fagara)
o Giant Swallowtail

Jamaica Dogwood (Piscidia piscipula)
Hammock Skipper

Parsley, Fennel, Dill* and plants in the Carrot family
o Black Swallowtail

Bay Cedar (Suriana maritima) Modest, Cuban
Grey, Mallo-scrub, and Grey Hairstreaks

Coontie (Zamia floridana)
o Atala

Cowpea (Vigna luteola ) or other plants in the pea
family
Long Tailed Skipper

Golden Canna (Canna flaccida)
o Canna Skipper and other Skipper species

* Indicates Non-native Plant.
o Butterfly Pictured at Left

Note: Vines in general are very aggressive at best and take
extra work to contain them. Planting in a container or using
a root-barrier may help reduce maintenance.

Coral Honeysuckle shown as faded background this page

Photos by Sandra Granson UF/Broward County Extension Education Section

Parks and Recreation Division

Tips for Your Butterfly Garden

e  Place in a sunny, low-traffic area

e Make sure there are larger plants or a windbreak
for shelter (north side of garden)

e  Provide nectar plants

e Include larval host plants for butterflies that you
see in your area or ones you would like to attract

e  Provide a water source for drinking or a damp
area for males to extract salts

e  Place flat rocks in sunny places for butterflies to
warm themselves

Nectar Plants

Adult butterflies need nectar throughout their adult lives.
Be sure to plant a number of diverse species so you will
have flowers blooming continuously during the year.

When choosing nectar plants, vary the color; species,
flower shapes and sizes, and plant in blocks of color. Red,
yellow, orange, pink or purple blossoms with flattened
tops and short tube flowers are favored. As a general rule,
flowers with strong fragrances also have the best nectar.

Here are some suggestions
for nectar plants:

Gaillardia or Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella)
Scorpion’s tail (Heliotropiun angiospermum)
Florida Fiddlewood (Citharexylum spinosum)
Necklace Pod (Sophora tomentosa)

Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens)
Snowberry (Chiococca alba)

Bloodberry (Cordia globosa)

Walter’s Viburnum (Viburnum obovatum)

Blue Porterweed (Stachytarpheta jamaicensis)
Tropical Sage (Salvia coccinea)

Pentas (Pentas lanceolata) *

Firebush (Hamelia patens)

Mist Flower (Conoclinium coelestinum)

Wild Coffee (Psychotria nervosa)

Brown Dotted Horsemint (Monarda punctata)
Pineland Heliotrope (Heliotropium polyphyllum)
Yellowtop (Flaveria linearis)



	Maintaining a Butterfly Garden



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





