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>>> We are excited to host our major fundraiser, the Charlotte
County 4-H Clay Shoot on Saturday, January 20th at Bermont

lI-H CLAY SHOOT Shooting Club in Punta Gorda. We are looking for volunteers to
FUNDRAISER run the stations and help with lunch and selling raffle tickets. All

volunteers will receive a t-shirt as well as lunch. All youth (8-
12) must be accompanied by an adult.

' If you are willing to volunteer, sign up here:
voLUNTEERs NEEDED ‘O https://forms.office.com/r/wAxBggYrmqg

As we reach the midway mark of the 4-H year, it's a valuable time
to reflect on our ongoing projects. Take a moment to assess your
progress, challenges, and achievements. Reflect on the skills
you've honed, the knowledge gained, and the growth experienced.

Consider what's worked well and where there's room for RE FLECTIN G 0 N Yo U R
improvement. Use this checkpoint to adjust goals, refine strategies,<<<
and renew your enthusiasm. Remember, every step forward,
regardless of size, contributes to your personal and project's
success. Stay motivated, keep learning, and embrace the
opportunities that the remaining months offer to make your 4-H
projects shine even brighter!

4-H PROJECT(S)



https://forms.office.com/r/wAxBgqYrmq

NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS

Charlotte County 4-H members were busy
attending various events this past month.
Several members showed animals at the
AgFest show in Arcadia, the 4-H Cooking Club

made donations to the Punta Gorda Fire :
Department, and several kids from the Drive
It, Stick It livestock club went to Sumter
County for a pig show. Congratulations to all
of the 4-H members!
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INFORMATION

thecharlottecountyfair.com

Small Animal, Goat and Citrus
Chick-In as well as Hay Bale
Decorating will take place on

January 24th.

Beef and Swine will
be check in on January 25th.

A complete calendar can be
found on the fair website.



A BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO
MARKETING YOUR 4-H PROJEGT

Participating in 4-H is an exciting journey that allows you to raise animals
like steers, swine, or cultivate items like citrus trees. But showcasing your
hard work at the fair involves more than just presenting your project; it
also involves marketing it effectively. Learning the art of marketing can
help you find potential buyers or garner support through add-ons, making
your fair experience even more rewarding. Let's explore some essential
tips on how to market your 4-H project successfully.

Understanding the Importance of Marketing:
Marketing is crucial because it helps you connect with potential buyers or
supporters who appreciate the effort you've put into your project.

" E " B E R I N G 0 0 D Whether it's a market steer, swine, citrus tree, or any other project,
effective marketing increases the chances of finding someone who
s TA N D I N G values your hard work.

Tips for Marketing Your 4-H Project:
1. Know Your Project Inside Out:

Register on 4-Honline by Understand everything about your project — its care routine, special
October 1, 2023 features, and what sets it apart. This knowledge will help you confidently
v2.4honline.com talk about it to potential buyers.

2. Networking:

Talk to friends, family, neighbors, and local businesses about your
project. Sometimes, the best buyers or supporters are those in your
community.

3. Approach Potential Buyers:

Approach potential buyers respectfully and confidently. Explain why your
project is special and how it aligns with their interests or needs.

Complete and submit at least 1 4. Emphasize Benefits:
Charlotte County 4-H Record Highlight the benefits of purchasing your project, whether it's the quality
book to the 4-H Office by Friday, of the meat, the health of the citrus tree, or any other unique selling point.
April 5, 2024. 5 Add-ons and Donations:

Explain to potential buyers that if they're unable to purchase your project
outright, they can contribute through add-ons or donations. This can
support your project and the 4-H program.

6. Online Platforms and Social Media:

Utilize online platforms or social media to showcase your project. Create
posts or videos that detail your project's journey and share them with
potential buyers.

7. Be Professional and Courteous:

Maintain professionalism when interacting with potential buyers. Even if
someone isn't interested, always thank them for their time and

consideration. -

Attend at least 70% of your

primary club’s meetings. *You
must select your primary club
when enrolling in 4Honline.

Complete the final record of
Member in Good Standing
requirements with your record
book by Friday, April 5th.




EXPLORING THE WONDERS OF
EMBRYOLOGY

Embryology is the incredible process of how a tiny chick grows inside an egg! Let's
explore this amazing journey in a nutshell.
Inside the Egg:

An egg has parts like the yolk, white (albumen), and a protective shell. The albumen
provides protein and water for the chick, while the shell gives it calcium to build strong
bones.

Development Timeline (21 Days):

- Days 1-3: Cells divide rapidly, forming the chick's heart and blood vessels.

- Days 4-7: Organs like eyes, wings, and beak start taking shape.

- Days 8-14: Feathers start growing, and bones begin to harden with the help of
calcium from the shell.

- Days 15-21: The chick positions itself in the egg, pecks through the shell, and
hatches as a fluffy chick!

How It Happens:

In a warm, safe place like an incubator, the egg provides warmth and nutrients for the
chick's growth. The right temperature and the albumen nourish the chick, while
calcium from the shell helps form its strong bones.

Embryology is like a magical story of growth inside an egg. From a tiny spot to a fully-
formed chick, this journey shows us the wonders of life beginning in an eggshell!
Remember, every cracked egg holds the incredible potential for new life, showcasing
nature's amazing process of development.

A big thank you to Mrs. Cindy Kinard, who came in and presented to the 4-H

Homeschool Club about Embryology.
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GETTING READY FOR THE COUNTY FAIR: SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S JOURNEY

AS THE EXCITEMENT BUILDS FOR THE UPCOMING COUNTY FAIR, IT'S TIME TO GEAR UP AND ENSURE
A FANTASTIC EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR CHILD IN 4-H. THE FAIR IS A CULMINATION OF HARD WORK,
DEDICATION, AND LEARNING, AND YOUR SUPPORT PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN MAKING IT A
MEMORABLE EVENT. HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP PREPARE BOTH YOURSELF AND YOUR CHILD FOR
THE COUNTY FAIR:

1. UNDERSTAND FAIR REQUIREMENTS: FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE FAIR GUIDELINES,
DEADLINES, AND ANY SPECIFIC RULES RELATED TO YOUR CHILD'S PROJECT. CHECK THE FAIR
SCHEDULE FOR IMPORTANT DATES, SUCH AS ENTRY DEADLINES, SHOW TIMES, AND EXHIBIT SETUP
TIMES.

2. HELP WITH PROJECT PREPARATION: ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST YOUR CHILD IN PREPARING THEIR
4-H PROJECT FOR DISPLAY OR SHOW. WHETHER IT'S AN ANIMAL, A CRAFT, OR A PRESENTATION,
OFFER GUIDANCE AND RESOURCES AS NEEDED WHILE ALLOWING YOUR CHILD TO TAKE THE LEAD IN
THEIR PROJECT.

3. PLAN AND ORGANIZE: CREATE A FAIR CHECKLIST WITH YOUR CHILD TO ENSURE THEY HAVE
EVERYTHING THEY NEED FOR THEIR EXHIBIT OR PRESENTATION. THIS MIGHT INCLUDE GROOMING
SUPPLIES, DISPLAY MATERIALS, OR ANY NECESSARY PAPERWORK. PLANNING AHEAD WILL REDUCE
LAST-MINUTE STRESS.

4. PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: IF YOUR CHILD HAS A PRESENTATION OR DEMONSTRATION,
PRACTICE WITH THEM. PROVIDE CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK TO BOOST THEIR CONFIDENCE AND
ENSURE THEY FEEL PREPARED AND READY TO SHOWCASE THEIR PROJECT.

5. ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBILITY: EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY BY LETTING
YOUR CHILD TAKE CHARGE OF THEIR PROJECT. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE FEEDING AND CARING FOR
THEIR ANIMAL OR INDEPENDENTLY SETTING UP THEIR EXHIBIT.

6. FOSTER SPORTSMANSHIP: REMIND YOUR CHILD THAT PARTICIPATING IN THE FAIR IS ABOUT
LEARNING, GROWTH, AND HAVING FUN. ENCOURAGE GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP, WHETHER THEY WIN
OR NOT, AND CELEBRATE THEIR EFFORTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

7. BE SUPPORTIVE: THE FAIR CAN BE A MIX OF EXCITEMENT AND NERVOUSNESS FOR YOUR CHILD.
BE THERE TO OFFER SUPPORT, ENCOURAGEMENT, AND POSITIVITY THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE FAIR
EXPERIENCE.

REMEMBER, THE COUNTY FAIR IS A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR CHILD TO SHOWCASE
THEIR SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, AND PASSION CULTIVATED THROUGH 4-H. YOUR SUPPORT AND
INVOLVEMENT NOT ONLY ENHANCE THEIR FAIR EXPERIENCE BUT ALSO REINFORCE VALUABLE LIFE
SKILLS THEY'LL CARRY FORWARD. SO, LET'S GET READY FOR AN AMAZING COUNTY FAIR
TOGETHER!



»> UPCOMING EVENTS <«

Charlotte County 4-H Holiday Party - December 15, 2023
4-H Day at the Capitol Info Meeting - January 10, 2024
Fair Booth Item Drop Off - January 10-17, 2024
Clay Shoot Fundraiser - January 20, 2024
Charlotte County Fair - January 26 - February 3, 2024
4-H Day at the Capitol - February 6, 2024
Florida State Fair - February 8-19, 2024

»> CLUB LISTINGS <«

4-H Page Turners - Book Club Cooking Club Horse of Course - Horse Club
ARBA Club - Show Rabbit Club Cows n Plows - Livestock Club Outdoor Adventures
Art Club Drive It stick It - Livestock Club PG Ranchers - Livestock Club
Beaks n Bills - Poultry Club Fast & Furriest - Rabbit & Cavy Teen Leader
Citrus Club Four Paws & A Tail - Dog Club

Cloverbud Club Homeschool Club

Tara Holtzendorf Kristie Popa

4-H P Assistant 4-H Agent
(0418333837 CONTACT US (041)833-3836

tara.holtzendorf@ufl.edu kpopa@ufl.edu

Foundation of the Gator Nation - An Equal opportunity institution
The University of Florida is committed to providing universal access to all of our events. For disability accommodations such as sign language
interpreters and listening devices, please contact kpopa@ufl.edu or tyceerprevatt@ufl.edu at least 2 weeks in advance. Advance notice is
necessary to arrange for some accessibility needs.



