
 

Upcoming March/April Classes  

March & April Canning Classes: Pre-registration & pre-payment required prior to class. Cost $20 per class; 
Chicken in a Can Class  $25. Call Jeannie (904) 255-7450 for info and registration. Times are 9-noon or 9-1pm*. 

  Monday, March 4, Chicken in a Can & Appetizers*           Monday, March 18 Lemon Curd  

  Saturday, March 23, Lemon Curd                                          Monday, April 15,  Squash Pickles * 

  Saturday, April 27, Dilly Beans                                           Monday, April 29, Pressure CanningðGreen Beans* 

 

March 21, 10 am-noon, Compost Vermiculture Workshop with hands-on make & take worm bin. Cost $15, Call 
Sarah to register (904) 255-7450. Registration & pre-payment deadline March 15.  

April 10, 6-8 pm, ñDoôs & Donôtsò of Florida-Friendly Gardening, Webb Wesconnett Library, 6887 103rd Street. 
No charge. Call Sarah to register (904)255-7450. 

April 25, 2-3:30 pm, Learn 15 Ways to Compost, Pablo Creek Library, 13295 Beach Blvd. No charge. Call    
Sarah to register (904)255-7450. 

April 26, 10 am-noon,  Landscaping for Wildlife & Bring on the Pollinators, Learn design 
tips to attract wildlife and plants that attract pollinators at Duval County Extension. Hands-on 
propagation of pollinator plant. Cost $10. Registration and pre-payment deadline April 22. Call 
Sarah to register (904)255-7450. 

April 26, noon-2 pm, Workshop and Open House at Urban Gardening Center 1032 Superior 
St. Learn techniques of gardening in raised beds, container gardening and growing herbs during 
a workshop and tour of the demonstration beds. Call Sarah to register @ 255-7450. 

See back page for information on Plant Clinics 
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Welcome to Spring  
Some of you might think spring is here but officially it doesnôt start until March 
20. In the past, most vegetable gardeners would always wait until mid-March to 
plant warm season vegetables. But with the mild weather of late, many already 
have tomatoes and peppers in the ground. Just be prepared to protect them in 
the event we get that dreaded late freeze. Weather forecasts for the first week of 
March show temps dipping down into the 30s so depending on your location, we 
could get some cold damage to sensitive plants. 

 
Daylight savings time kicks in on Sunday March 10. The 
negative is we lose an hour of sleep but on the positive 
side, it allows those of us who work time outside at the end 
of the workday in the landscape or garden before it gets 
dark. This also means we are allowed to irrigate twice a 
week. But, only make that change if needed. If the current 
rainfall pattern continues, we donôt need additional 
irrigation. Be prepared to turn the system off if needed and 

adjust as plants and weather conditions demand more water. New plants will 
need more frequent water but established plants will be fine on their own. 
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Flowers  
§ Deadhead and prune back cool season annuals to 
force more blooms or remove and replace with 
warm season annuals.   

§ Pick off old camellia blooms from plants and the 
ground below to reduce the risk of camellia blight 
in next yearôs flowers. The same is true of azaleas 
once they finish blooming. 

§ Prune ornamental 
grasses to remove the 
brown leaves before 
new growth emerges.  
§ Make pruning cuts 
just above the bud as 
new growth emerges on 
plants like salvia, fire-
bush and hibiscus.  

§ Cut back and plant poinsettias into the landscape 
for blooming plants next holiday season. http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep349.  

 

Fruits and Nuts  
§ Start fertilizing blueberries using an acid-forming 
fertilizer like an azalea gardenia blend.  Young 
plants benefit from frequent but light applications 
starting in Feb. or March and continuing every oth-
er month with the last application in October. 

§ Thin peaches and nectarines so that fruit are 
spaced about 6ò to 10ò apart to produce quality 
fruit. Do this when the fruit are the size of a nickel, 
before the pit starts to harden. 

 

Trees & Shrubs  
§ Prune spring flowering trees and shrubs soon af-

ter blooming, if needed. 
§ If fertilizer was not ap-
plied in February, apply in 
March around young trees 
and shrubs at the rate of 
1/2 pound up to 1 (if slow 
release) pound nitrogen 
per 1,000 square feet.  
Broadcast over the area 
underneath the plant ex-
tending to the drip area.  
Keep fertilizer away from 
the base of plant stems/

trunks. 
§ Start a fertilizer program for palms using a palm 
fertilizer. Analysis should be 8-2-12-4. 100% of 
nitrogen, potassium and magnesium (1st, 3rd and 
4th numbers) should be in slow-release form.  Ap-

ply in March and repeat in June or July.  
      http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep261 
§ Watch out for baby lubber grasshoppers and be 
prepared to 
treat as they 
hatch and 
seem to bubble 
out of the soil. 
They are most 
vulnerable to 
pesticides in this young stage. For more info: 
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/duvalco/2018/04/18/
invasion-of-lubber-grasshoppers/. 

§ Treat scale as they hatch out and are in the crawl-
er stage. This happens as new plant growth 
emerges.  Info at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/
MG/MG00500.pdf.  

 

Lawns  

§ Donôt routinely add sand to your lawn in the 
spring. This practice can introduce weed seeds, 
nematodes and diseases to your lawn. Fill in low 
spots with a good quality sterile sand mixed with 
some organic matter but only an inch or two at a 
time. Once the lawn has spread to cover the top of 
the soil, repeat the practice again to make the low 
area level with the existing lawn. 

§ Hand pull cool season weeds in lawns and land-
scapes to remove 
weed seeds that 
lie in wait for next 
fall. Another option 
is to bag weeds 
when mowing to 
collect weed 
seeds. Spot treat 
to manage warm 
season weeds. For 
more information, 
go to https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep141.  

 
Vegetable Garden  
§ Harden off vegetable transplants by placing them 
outside in a protected area (partial shade).  Anoth-
er method is to allow plants to wilt slightly before 
watering. Plant outside on a cloudy day or late in 
the afternoon to reduce stress.   

§ Wait for soils to heat up before planting seeds like 
beans and okra. Avoid adding mulch to soils until 
these seeds germinate. 

 

7ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÕÎÅ ÓÐÒÉÎÇ ÂÌÏÏÍÅÒÓ 
ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ǨÁÍÅ ÁÚÁÌÅÁ 
ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÂÌÏÏÍ ÃÙÃÌÅ 

(ÁÎÄ ÐÕÌÌ ×ÅÅÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
ÓÅÅÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ !ÓÉÁÔÉÃ (Á×ËÓÂÅÁÒÄ 
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Based on short-term weather predictions, it appears 
to be safe to put in warm season plants. Just be 
prepared to cover plants in the event of a late frost. 

 
In March, annuals to 
plant include 
ageratum, alyssum, 
amaranthus, asters, 
babyôs breath, 
balsam, begonia 
(nonstop, tuberous, 
wax), blue daze, 
browallia, calendula, 
celosia, calliopsis, 
cleome, cosmos, 
dusty miller, 

exacum, gaillardia, gazania, geranium, hollyhock, 
impatiens (limited availability), lobelia, marguerite 
daisy, marigold, milkweed, nicotiana, ornamental 
pepper, phlox, rudbeckia, salvia, strawflower, 
thunbergia, torenia, verbena, vinca (periwinkle) and 
zinnia.  In April, add to the list coleus, portulaca, and 
sweet William.  Remove from the list ageratum, 
alyssum, amaranthus, babyôs breath, balsam, 
begonia, browallia, calendula, cosmos and 
strawflower.   
 
Bulbs to plant in March include achimines, allium, 
alstroemeria, Amazon lily, Aztec lily, begonia, blood 
lily, caladium, canna, crinum, dahlia, gladiolus, 
gloriosa lily, gloxinia, kaffir lily, tiger lily, tritonia, 
tuberose, voodoo lily, watsonia and zephyr lily.  In 
April, add buttercup (ranunculus), lily, marica (walking 

iris), moraea (African lily) 
and  spider lily; remove 
crinum lily. 
 
Some great perennials to try 
are beach sunflower 
(Helianthus debilis), 
blackberry lily (Belamcanda 
chinensis), bulbine, bush 
daisy (Euryops pectinatus), 
chrysanthemum, cigar 
flower (Cuphea 
micropetala), coneflower 
(Echinacea), Stokeôs aster, 
firebush (Hamelia patens), firespike (Odontonema 
strictum), firecracker plant (Russelia), flax lily 
(Dianella tasmanica óVariegataô), gaura, Gerbera 
daisy, lantana, milkweed (Asclepias spp.) pentas, 
plumbago, salvias, gingers, and verbena.  
 
Vegetable gardening season kicks in as weather 
warms up. This is a transition time between cool and 
warm season crops. Cool season veggies that can be 
planted in March are beets, carrots, celery, collards*, 
endive, kohlrabi, leeks, lettuce, mustard*, bunching 
onions, parsley, English peas, potatoes, radishes and 
turnips*.  Those with an asterisk can also be planted 
in April.  Warm season crops to plant include beans, 
sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, southern 
peas, peppers, sweet  potatoes, pumpkin, squash, 
tomatoes and watermelon.  For a list of recommended 
varieties, go to http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh021. 
 

Penta comes in a 
variety of colors and is 
great at attracting 
butterflies 

Know the Good Guys  by Terry DelValle  

Zinnia Profusion is a compact 
plant perfect for mass planting 
and available in many colors 

What would 
be your first 
reaction if 
you saw this 
crawling 
across your 

driveway? Most people would be quick to judgement 
and make haste to destroy this snail to prevent it from 
devouring their plants. Please donôt!  This is the rosy 
wolf snail, Euglandina rosea, a predatory snail. The 
shell measures 3 to almost 4ò in length, so it gets your 
attention. They are native to the southeastern US and 
are common in Florida gardens and woodland areas. 
They will consume snails or slugs but they prefer 
snails. If you see these, let them be so they will help 
control the snails and slugs that are pests in your 
landscape/garden. 

One negative is that they donôt discriminate between 
good and bad snails. They were bred and introduced  
to combat harmful snails in other states and as a re-
sult, some of their native beneficial snails were wiped 
out. They find their prey by following slime trails. Up 
until that point, they move pretty slow but once they 
discover their next meal, their pace picks up and they 
are faster than their prey. 
 
The rosy wolf snail is often 
misidentified as the invasive 
Giant African land snail (right 
photo) but there are distinct 
differences. For more info: 
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/
creatures/misc/gastro/
terrestrial_snails.htm.  Credit: B. Frank 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh021.
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/gastro/terrestrial_snails.htm
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/gastro/terrestrial_snails.htm
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/gastro/terrestrial_snails.htm
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Get ready for hummingbirds as they make their arrival 
back to the Jacksonville area. We should feel special 
because hummers only live in the Americas. Although 
there are three species that occur in Florida, the ruby-

throated hummingbird is 
the one we most 
commonly see. They are 
so small they almost 
resemble an insect, 
measuring 3ò long and 
1/4 ounce in weight.  
 
After taking a winter 
vacation in Mexico and 
South America, the males 
arrive back in Florida in 
March and females follow 
a week later. Nesting 
begins in April. 
 

To put out the welcome mat for  hummers, select 
plants that provide nectar and/or put up a feeder. 
They are attracted to red, orange or pink tubular 
flowers that are both large and solitary, or in loose 
drooping clusters. They need nectar from March 
through September so you will need several types of 
plants to span the seven month period. Examples of 
spring bloomers include red buckeye, coral bean, 

native azalea, and cross vine. 
Summer to fall bloomers include 
flowering maple, trumpet creeper, 
gingers, passionflower, hibiscus 
and firespike. Others with a wider 
bloom range include bottlebrush, 
cuphea, hummingbird bush, 
firebush, shrimp plant, lantana, 
coral honeysuckle, plumbago, 
pentas, firecracker plant, buddleia, 
milkweed, cleome, bee balm, catôs 
whiskers, obedient plant and 
salvias.  
 
If you use feeders, place them in a 
shady area protected from rain. Prepare your nectar 
source by mixing 1/4 cup granulated cane sugar in 1 
cup boiling water. Stir until dissolved and allow to 
cool. Change the solution every 3 to 5 days and clean 
the feeders with white vinegar at the same time 
(never use soap or bleach).  
 
One of their prime feeding times is at dusk so they 
can store food before retiring for the evening.  So 
after a long day grab your favorite drink and chair, 
and kick back to enjoy the show. For more information 
on hummingbirds, go to: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
uw059.   

Ruby-throated hummingbird 
is the most common hummer 
in our area. The males of all 
hummers are more colorful 
compared to the females. 
credit: iStockphoto 

Tomato Lingo by Terry DelValle  

Tomatoes are the #1 
vegetable grown by home 
gardeners who want to try 
and achieve more flavorful 
fruit compared to those 
purchased at local stores. 
When purchasing seed or 
plants, Itôs important to pay 
attention to some of the 
terminology.  
 
For starters, how long 
before I get my first fruit? 
Check on the seed packet 

for days or  days to harvest (DTH). Another thing to 
check is the growth characteristic of the plant: is it 
determinate or indeterminate? Determinate varieties 
grow to a certain height and stop with fruit ripening 
over a shorter time frame. Indeterminate varieties will 

continue to grow taller, requiring larger stakes, and 
will bear fruit over a longer period of time.  
 
Look at plant tags to find out more information about a 
variety. Look for designations V (verticillium wilt), F or 
FF (fusarium wilt), N (nematodes), T (tobacco mosaic 
virus), S (gray leaf spot), TSWV (tomato spotted wilt 
virus, and A (alternaria stem canker) which indicate 
the variety is tolerant/resistant to these problems.  
 
Tomatoes are divided by size into large or small 
fruited varieties. Most varieties are hybrids, meaning 
they are the result of a cross between different 
parents. An F1 hybrid indicates the variety is the 1st 
Filial cross involving 2 different parents. Saved hybrid 
seeds will not come back true to type. Heirloom 
varieties are not hybrids and donôt have many of the 
disease tolerances in modern-day hybrids. However, 
they are very popular because of taste, and seeds 
come back true to type. 

Coral bean, 
Erythrina herbacea, 
blooms from April 

to May 

Sun Gold  is an indetermi-
nate, F1 hybrid cherry  
tomato; resistant to F and 
TMV, 57 days to harvest 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw059
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw059
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Why the Dead Branches?  
by Larry Figart  

Folks are calling about dead branches and wondering 
if their tree is dying. While we have southern pine 
beetles, lightning, and mushroom root,  the dead 
branches do not mean that our trees are dying. 
 
The first question to ask is whether or not the damage 
is on a small branch, or a twig.  If it is on a small 
branch look up in the tree and observe the branch 
very closely.  If you see a place on the branch where 
the bark has been stripped off of the branch (girdling), 

the damage is 
probably from 
squirrels.  If you 
prune out the branch 
and look at it up close 
you may even be able 
to see the teeth 
marks that the 
squirrel made. 
Girdling the branch 
inhibits its ability to 
transport water and 
nutrients from the 
roots out to the 
leaves, and results in 
the death of the 
branch.  

 
There are several thoughts as to why the squirrel 
would do this to the tree.  Ideas include everything 
from utilizing the sugar rich phloem to pregnant 
squirrels chewing to ease their pain.  Recently  a 

research paper in the Journal of  Forest Ecology and 
Management stated that the squirrels use the calcium 
in the phloem to offset a calcium deficiency.  Further 
research will be needed to see if and how we can add 
calcium to their diet so they will stop damaging trees. 

If the damage you are noticing consists of several 
leaves on a twig dying off (also known as flagging) 
then the culprit is more than likely the Black Twig 
Borer. The  female black twig borer drills into the small 
twig in order to create a gallery where her eggs are 
deposited.  She also cultivates a fungus in the gallery 
that the young larvae will use as food. 
 
If you carefully inspect a flagging branch you can 
usually find the hole that the black twig borer created 
in the twig.  It is very tiny (less than a millimeter).  If 

you snap the twig at the hole you will see the gallery in 
the center of the twig.  Sometimes you even see a 
beetle in the gallery. There is no treatment for this 
insect other than pruning and destroying infected 
twigs. The good news is that this pest is not going to 
kill your tree.  Trees can easily rebound from the minor 
damage this insect causes. 
 
For more information on the black twig girdler, go to 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in577.  
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