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Commercial Clippings
February-March 2017
July-August 2016
Many of you know that the Extension Office has been trying to
solve the mystery of plant galling in North FL since 2009. It has
long been my suspicion that a mite was causing this damage, but out
of the hundreds of samples collected, we could never find anything
to confirm this. Early-on herbicide damage was ruled out and UF
has tested multiple samples for a phytoplasma, which could never
be isolated.

By Erin Harlow
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In 2016, landscape professionals in the Jacksonville area reported an
increase in damaged plant material, and the search continued for
answers. Meanwhile, in late 2016, UF hired Dr. Adam Dale as the
new Landscape & Turf Entomologist. I expressed my concerns
about this problem to him and he jumped on board and visited
Jacksonville to help collect samples. After seven years of searching,
we finally found what we had been looking for - a new mite. Out
of the 27 samples we collected, 18 were eriophyid mites, all which
appear to be a new species with the Aceria genus. Because this is a
new mite, it doesn’t have a name yet, and we don’t know much
about it.
Currently, mites have only been collected from
loropetalums, although we believe the host list may be larger.
Management recommendations remain the same and include cutting
and removing foliage and treating with a miticide. We need more
samples and need your help! Please help us by submitting samples,
preferably ones that have NOT been treated with an insecticide.
Please read below on how to submit samples. The Extension
Office has vials for collecting if you need them, free of charge - just
contact me. We will also be sending out a survey on the economic
damage this mite has caused in the area. Please fill it out when you
see it in the next few months.

Submitting Samples:
http://duval.ifas.ufl.edu

1. Cut symptomatic plant material and place in a small jar or vial with 70% rubbing
alcohol.
2. Record the location, collector’s contact information, pesticides that have been
applied, and host plant.
3. Leave the material in the vial for several hours.
4. Drop-off or mail to the Duval Extension Office. Please only use the vials with
blue lids (provided by the Extension Office) in USPS mail.

SPRING WORKSHOPS
2017
February 1
March 1
April 5
Wednesday
(Duval)

Pesticide Testing - Restricted-Use, Limited, Certified Pest Operator and Public
Health Exams

February 3
Friday
(Alachua)

Limited Commercial Landscape Maintenance Exam Preparation Workshop
For NEW Applicators

March 21
Tuesday
(Duval)

For NEW
applicators

9:15 am
Please pre-register at https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com for all exams. For
public health exams please call 904-255-7450 or email Sarah Freeman at
sfreeman@coj.net.

8:15 am - 2:30 pm
$30.00 pre-registered; $40 at the door
Lunch included, textbooks not included
The exam is administered at 3:00 pm. Please register for the exam at https://
aesecomm.freshfrlomflorida.com prior to coming to class.
To register for the class, download the brochure, or for more information about the
exam or books, please visit: http://duval.ifas.ufl.edu/LCLM2012.shtml.
This class is designed for people who do not have their license yet. If you are recertifying your LCLM or LL&O you should consider attending a different class that
offers those CEUs. There are many to choose from throughout the year.

January 31
Tuesday
(Duval)
2 CORE (482)
2 LUF
2 LCLM
2 LLO
2 L&O

February 9 & 10
Thursday &
Friday
(Jacksonville
Fairgrounds)

Renewal Course for Urban Landscape Licenses (Fert, LCLM, LLO, and L&O)
8:45 am - 12:30 pm
$20, snacks provided
Approved CEUs: 2 482 CORE, 2 LUF, 2 LCLM, 2 LLO, and 2 L&O
This class meets the renewal requirements for all urban landscape licenses,
including fertilizer. We will be discussing nitrogen sources, calculating fertilizer, spills
drills and equipment calibration.
Jacksonville Landscape Show
See Page 7 for details.
Multiple CEU categories: FL Pesticide, ISA, FNGLA, and GA (pending)
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All classes require pre-registration
Unless stated classes will be held at the
Duval County Extension Office, 1010 N McDuff Ave,
Jacksonville, FL 32254

February 9
Thursday
(Alachua)
March 14
Tuesday
(Duval)
4 LA
4 FNGLA
2 LCLM
2 CORE
2 L&O
2 LL&O
2 Pvt

February 16
Wednesday
(Duval)
3 CORE (487/482)
4 Pvt
4 O&T
2 LUF
4 LCLM
4 LLO
4 L&O

Green Industries Best Management Practices for the Protection of Water
Resources
8:15 am - 3:30 pm, Lunch provided
$25 pre-registration prior to 3-10-17; $35 after 3-10-17 or at the door (Duval)
This class is the pre-requisite for the State of Florida’s Urban Fertilizer License. It is
also a great class for people who are entering the industry.
Registration: Alachua - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/green-industries-bestmanagement-practices-certification-training-programs-tickets-30176161712
Duval— http://www.duvalextension.eventbrite.com

FTGA Regional Seminars
8:00 am—2:10 pm
FTGA Member: $45 pre-registration/$60 on-site
Non-member: $50 pre-registration/$60 on-site
Golf and Landscape Sessions
http://www.ftga.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=851348&group=

4 FNGLA, .45 GCSAA

March 31
Friday
(Duval)

Planting and Establishment with Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants
(ISA Sponsored Workshop)
ISA Members: $145/ Non-members $165

6.5 BCMA
2.25 M
3.25 P
1S

Planting and Establishment, Revised 2015 grades and Standards, Field
Demonstrations

4 FNGLA, 4 LIAF

April 12
Wednesday
(Duval)

Pest Control Operator CEU Day
Save the Date! CEUs and Tech Hours
Register at https://pco_ceu2017.eventbrite.com
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By Erin Harlow

White-footed ants, Technomyrmex difficilis, have found their way to
Jacksonville. You may have seen these ants in North Florida
before, but they have now been identified and documented as
officially being in Jacksonville. This nuisance ant has been

confirmed in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
and Louisiana. It is an Old World ant with
a wide distribution. It seems to continually
be spread throughout FL to urban areas
through contaminated landscape materials.
This ant does not sting, bite, or seem to
cause structural damage. It will however
become a nuisance in bathrooms, kitchens
and exteriors as it forages for food. The colony
size varies from 8,000 to 3 million individuals.

Map of White‐footed ants in FL. Updated July 2016.

This ant prefers to feed on sweet substances, including honeydew from insects like
mealybugs, scales, and aphids, so landscapers may also find them on plant material.
They will feed on proteins such as dead insects, but this is not their preferred food
source. It can be identified by its one segmented waist, 12-segmented antennae and
its characteristic yellowish-white feet. White-footed ants may be confused with
Argentine ants because of the color and size.
White-footed ants may be seen with strong trails. The foragers will recruit their
nestmates to help gather food by placing pheromones along the trail. These trails
can be used for months if the food source is stable. Ants will enter into homes and
use electrical wires to move from room to room, eventually emerging in rooms like
the kitchen where there are food sources.
To locate the nest of a white-footed ant colony, one should look at ground-level.
They prefer to nest outside instead of indoors and will look for homes with
protection from the elements, close to food and moisture. Places such as near rain
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gutters, the base of palm fronds, loose mulch, and under trees may provide good options. Controlling this ant can
be difficult due to the size of the colony, but research by the UF entomologists at the Ft. Lauderdale Research and
Education Center suggest that baits are the best and most effective option. Research in the last ten years (2006 to
2016) show that products with fipronil seem to be working. Control of the honeydew-producing insects in the
landscape will also help control these ants by removing food sources.
For more information on control strategies or biology of the white-footed ants, please refer to UF’s Featured
Creatures, White-Footed Ants by J. Warner and R. Scheffrahn at http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Creatures/urban/
ants/white-footed_ant.htm..

Jacksonville Landscape Show Seminar Schedule



Understanding IPM Basics, Wayne Hobbs, UF/IFAS Clay County Extension
Insects in the Landscape, Dr. Adam Dale, Assistant Professor, UF Department of Entomology and
Nematology



Laws and Regulations for Horticultural Businesses and Pesticide Applications,
Erin Harlow, UF/IFAS Duval County Extension



Recognizing Nutrient Deficiencies on Ornamentals, Erin Harlow, UF/IFAS Duval County
Extension





Irrigation Design, Luke Harlow, UF/IFAS Nassau County Extension
Identifying Turf Diseases, Dr. Phil Harmon, Associate Professor, UF Plant Pathology Department
Design Strategies for Florida-Friendly Landscaping, Lloyd Singleton, UF/IFAS Sumter
County Extension

www.nefngla.org

FL Pesticide:
 2 CORE (482/487)
 5 L&O
 4 LCLM
 5 O&T
 5 LL&O
 5 Pvt
 3 ROW
 1 LUF
 1 D&R

ISA
(International
Society of
Arboriculture):
 5 Arborist
 5 Municipal
 5 TW Climber
 4 Practice
 2 Utility
 1 Science

FNGLA: 7

GA Pesticide:
Pending
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Local EXTENSION Offices
Duval County
1010 N. McDuff Avenue
Jacksonville FL 32254
(904) 255-7450 Phone
(904) 387-8902 Fax
http://duval.ifas.ufl.edu
Erin Harlow - Commercial Horticulture/Urban IPM
erine@coj.net
Larry Figart - Urban and Community Forestry
lfigart@coj.net

Rebecca Jordi - Co. Extension Director
Nassau County
543350 US Highway 1
Callahan, FL 32011-6486
(904) 530-6353 or 1-855-212-1244
http://nassau.ifas.ufl.edu/
rljordi@ufl.edu
Wayne Hobbs - Horticulture
Clay County
2463 SR 16 West
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
(904) 284-6355
http://clay.ifas.ufl.edu/
whhobbs@ufl.edu

For individuals requiring special accommodations, please contact our office (904/255-7450) within a minimum of 5 working days of the
program. For persons with hearing or speech impairments, when contacting our office, please use the Florida Relay Service at
1-800-955-8771 (TDD). Your comments and input are necessary for this to be a useful tool for all of us.

Extension Programs are open to all regardless of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, disability,
religion, national origin, political opinions or affiliations.
This newsletter is jointly sponsored by the Florida Cooperative Extension Service, IFAS, Nick Place, Dean; City of Jacksonville,
Lenny Curry, Mayor; and the Duval County Cooperative Extension Service, Mike Sweat, Director.

