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St. Augustine Turf  Calendar by Erin Harlow 

Resources: 
 
 Homeowner’s Guide to Fungicides for Lawn and Landscape Disease Management -  
 http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pp154 
 Turfgrass Disease Management - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/lh040 
 Weed Management in Home Lawns - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep141 
 Southern Chinch Bug management on St. Augustinegrass - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/lh036 
 Fertilization and Irrigation Needs for Florida Lawns and Landscape -  
  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep110 

St. Augustine Turfgrass 
 
 St. Augustine is the most popular grass for North Florida 

lawns.  It is slightly salt, shade, and wear tolerant and creates 
a carpet affect when properly maintained. 

 Popular cultivars include: Floratam, Bitterblue, Classic, 
Palmetto, and Seville. 

 Shade: St. Augustinegrass needs a minimum of about five 
hours of sunlight to do well.  Floratam requires the most 
sunlight and does the best in about eight hours of sunlight. 

 Soil pH: St. Augustinegrass prefers a soil pH around 6.5. 

Photo Credit: UF 

Photo Credit: UF 

St. Augustine Turf Program 
 
 The program recommended in this fact sheet is 

based on granular applications and recommended 
for turf that has a low - moderate maintenance 
need by homeowners. 

 This program should not be compared to a 
commercial lawn service as programs can vary 
depending on application method, rate, equipment, 
and goals. 

 The major goal for the program should include 
healthy shoot and root development.  This is 
achieved through a proper irrigation and fertilizer 
program.   
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