
  

Hi! My name is Tonya and I am the newest Extension Agent in the 

Duval County office. I am responsible for homeowner horticulture 

and the Master Gardener Volunteer program for Duval County. I am  

thrilled to be a part of the Extension program! I have over twenty 

years of experience in horticulture work and am an alumni of     

Mississippi State University. I moved to Florida from Memphis in 

June of 2020 with my husband, seven year 

old daughter, and our two dogs. While I am 

sad that I had to leave my peonies behind, I 

am excited to learn about and grow the lush 

tropical plants in my new home state. I look 

forward to contributing articles for the 

newsletter and am happy to help you with 

your home horticulture questions. You can 

reach me at t.ashworth@ufl.edu.  
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What’s That? (See page 7 for the answer) 

Gall on Ligustrum Gall on Oleander 

UF/IFAS image 

Gall on Blue Daze 

L. Figart image L. Figart image 
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Perennial Peanut Arachis glabrata  

Are you tired of dealing with fussy turfgrass?  

Wondering if there is another way? Perennial 

peanut may be the plant for you!   

Perennial peanut can be used as a lawn alternative!   

Don’t have an irrigation system to keep traditional 

turfgrasses hydrated all summer long? Perennial pea-

nut only needs watering in times of drought after 

plants are established. Even if you do have an irriga-

tion system, imagine the money you could save by 

turning it off most of the year!   

Have you been paying a lawn service to fertilize your 

grass? Perennial peanut would eliminate that bill.  

The perennial peanut plant is a legume (a member of 

the pea family) and all legumes are able to use nitro-

gen from the atmosphere.  

Are you tired of spending your weekends mowing?  

This plant will free up more time to watch Gator 

football because it rarely ever needs mowing. You 

can mow once a month to keep it blooming pretty 

little edible flowers or if weeds become an issue.  

Are you frustrated with thinning grass in areas that 

don’t receive full sun? Perennial peanut grows just 

fine in full sun and part shade.   

Do you have an area that tends to erode? Perennial 

peanut spreads by rhizomes and is great for stabiliz-

ing areas prone to erosion.   

Do you have a pond on your property and want to 

protect it from chemicals in lawn runoff? Plant per-

ennial peanut as a buffer around the pond to intercept 

runoff. Using it as a riparian buffer will keep you 

from getting grass clippings in the water as well.   

One drawback as a lawn alternative is that the foliage 

will get knocked back in a frost. It will grow back 

come spring, but may not look as attractive until 

then.  

Even if you aren’t trying to ditch your turf, perennial 

peanut can be a great addition to any landscape. It is 

well adapted to the infertile, sandy soil of Florida and 

it’s practically disease and insect pest free. It’s even 

salt tolerant if that’s a concern at your location. Per-

ennial peanut is not native to Florida, but has proven 

to be non-invasive. It spreads by rhizomes and not 

seeds, so there’s no issues with birds spreading.   

Ready to plant? Here’s some things to know: 

• Kill off existing vegetation with a non-selective 

herbicide or lay down cardboard until everything 

is dead underneath.  

• ‘Ecoturf’ and ‘Arblick’ are the two cultivars for 

home landscapes that are available in the trade.  

• You can plant year-round. Be prepared to supply 

supplemental water if you plant in the summer 

months.  

• Perennial peanut is available as a sod or in con-

tainers. If desired, sod can be cut into pieces and 

planted in a checkerboard pattern.  

• Plants should be planted 12” to 18” apart.  

• Controlling weeds is very important until the 

plants are established. If weeds are an issue after 

establishment, try mowing. If weeds are still pre-

sent, there are herbicides available for treatment.   

 

If you have any questions about using perennial   

peanut in your landscape, reach out to us at the     

Extension office and someone will be happy to help 

you.  

Around the Yard by Tonya Ashworth  
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 Out on a Limb by Larry Figart 

In lieu of a dedicated topic, this article will consist of 

a collection of some of the most common tree ques-

tions that have been asked recently of both Master 

Gardeners and Extension staff. 

1. Can I safely cut 

roots without hurt-

ing my tree? The 

answer is many-

faceted. Most folks 

picture the root   

system of a tree as 

growing like a     

carrot with a deep 

tap root when in fact 

the root system 

grows more like a wine glass with a shallow wide 

base. Most tree roots are within the upper 2” to 18” of 

the soil surface. Any injury to root may provide the 

entry point for root decay fungi. If roots need to be 

cut, then the wounds need to be as far away from the 

tree, smooth, not jagged, small, and as few as possi-

ble.  

2. Can you recommend someone to prune my 

tree? No, however I can recommend that you use an 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist. A searchable list of certified 

arborists in our area can be found at https://

www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist 

3. Can I top my tree? No, the proper place to prune 

a tree is at the branch collar. While topping has been 

almost eliminated from the repertoire of most arbor-

ists, a new problem has arisen. The practice of lions-

tailing has become very prevalent. Lions-tailing is 

when the crown of the tree is over lifted and over 

thinned. It leaves live branches only at the tips of the 

canopy. Lions-tailing is bad for the tree because it 

alters the structure of the limb and puts all the weight 

out toward the end. It is often sold as a means to 

make a tree more wind resistant, however, it does just 

the opposite and makes the tree branches more sus-

ceptible to breakage. 

4.  Is it better to plant native trees rather than  

non-native trees? A wise urban forester told me 

many years ago that there was no such thing as a   

native urban tree. What he meant by that, was that in 

the urban landscape, so many things have been al-

tered (soils, exposure, irrigation, fertilization) from 

what would be the natural state, that nothing would 

be native to those conditions. The key in choosing 

trees is to analyze the site conditions where the tree is 

to be planted and then match the correct tree to the 

site. However, in no circumstance is an invasive tree 

an acceptable choice for any landscape. 

5. Where can I find good tree information on the 

internet?  This is a hard question to answer because 

the internet is full of wrong or misleading answers. 

First, I would use the University of Florida’s new 

searchable page called “Ask IFAS” at https://

edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ (IFAS stands for Institute of Food 

and Agricultural Sciences). This assures that my re-

sponses will be from research-based sources. If that 

does not produce any satisfactory results, I will then 

add the letters “edu” to my search terms. This will get 

you information from an educational source. You 

may get a lot of responses that you will have to nar-

row down to schools in the Southeast such as Geor-

gia, Clemson, Auburn, or Mississippi State.  

6. When planting trees, should you plant them the 

same depth as they were growing in the container?  

Trees and shrubs should be planted with the rootball 

slightly higher than the surrounding soil level. This 

allows for settling of the rootball to occur without 

causing the tree to then be too low in the soil. If you 

can try and remember 

“plant it high and it 

won’t die”, you will be 

planting your tree at the 

proper height. 

If you have any tree 

questions, feel free to 

contact the UF/IFAS 

Duval County Exten-

sion Service at (904)

255-7450 or send an 

email to 

lfigart@ufl.edu.  

Roots cut to maintain sidewalk 

Tree planted too deep 

https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist
https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
mailto:lfigart@ufl.edu
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September is such a time of transition in our vegetable 

gardens! At the beginning of the month, we may still 

be nursing along the last of our okra or eggplants, hop-

ing to get a few more before the plants completely 

succumb. We are still enjoying our summer basils, and 

the heat-loving sweet potatoes are going strong. But 

then one day, as we are leaving for work in the now-

dark morning, we notice a coolness that wasn’t there 

before, and we smile. The next day, the high tempera-

tures only go into the 80’s, and we know—fall will 

soon be here. 

When we feel these first hints, it’s tempting to go full 

speed ahead into our fall planting, but it’s often wise 

to wait—just a little longer!—and observe. UF/IFAS 

provides wonderful gardening timelines and in-

fographics online to help us decide when to plant our 

edibles. This information is based on research and 

long-term weather averages for large areas of Florida, 

and it’s a crucial piece in the puzzle of what to plant 

when. Another, equally important, piece is simply at-

tending. Observing. Noticing. Transition months like 

September, are the most critical times to do so. 

On average, daytime highs in September reach 88°F. 

and lows hit about 74°F. Rainfall averages about 7.5 

inches, making September our wettest month of the 

year. According to NOAA climate data, 2021 has been 

a little bit cooler and a little bit wetter than average.   

But, of course, our plants don’t live or die based on 

average temperatures and precipitation. All they know 

are the actual conditions right there where they are 

planted in our gardens. We may have a hot spell in 

September when temperatures are far above average.  

Or, here at the height of hurricane season, we may 

have a tropical system that produces far more than av-

erage rainfall for the month, and all in a matter of 

hours or days. These conditions can be very hard on 

new cool season transplants or seeds, so if tempera-

tures remain high and there are multiple named storms 

churning in the Atlantic Ocean, it might be wiser to 

wait until October, or until you observe a drop in tem-

peratures— in your garden—to plant more sensitive 

cool season crops like  lettuce, spinach, kohlrabi and 

some Asian greens, even though, on average, you 

could plant them in September. 

In the meantime, you can start more transplants inside 

so they are ready to go as soon as the weather is right.  

We have trays of collards, kale, cabbage and cool sea-

son herbs started indoors at our demonstration garden.  

You can continue prepping your beds by removing old 

crop residue, weeding, replacing rotten raised bed 

boards, or adding more compost or organic matter.  

And you can try fun new techniques to see how they 

work for you. 

Until we have 

beds prepared 

for fall crops, 

we are start-

ing garlic 

cloves inside.  

To do it: gen-

tly peel a gar-

lic head of the 

outer papery 

skin; slice just 

a bit off the 

tops of the 

cloves, and 

set the whole 

bulb in a jar 

so the base is 

just touching 

the water.  Refill as necessary to keep the water level 

right at the base. After a few days, roots will begin to 

develop at the base, and new shoots will begin to ap-

pear at the top of each clove. Once the roots are well 

developed and the shoots are several inches tall, you 

can gently pull apart the cloves and plant them in the 

garden. The new garlic plants should establish sooner, 

leading to an earlier crop. 

  
 

 Growing in the Garden by Beth Marlowe 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP451#SECTION_9
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/monthly-infographic.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/plant-of-the-month/monthly-infographic.html
https://www.weather.gov/jax/climate-graphs
https://weather-and-climate.com/average-monthly-precipitation-Rainfall-inches,Jacksonville,United-States-of-America
https://www.weather.gov/jax/climate-graphs
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 In Focus - Revenge of the Cucurbits:                              
The Pumpkin That Ate My Garden! 

by Beth Marlowe 

Pumpkin bread, pumpkin pie, pumpkin spice latte—it 

seems that these orange-fleshed fruits have become 

the dominant food flavor of fall. And they feature 

prominently in our Halloween decorations. Well, 

now they have a plan to get back at us… they are  

going to take over our gardens! 

There are many species of pumpkins and winter 

squashes. Some can be hard to grow in northeast 

Florida, but one stands out as easier to grow, more 

resistant to insects and diseases, and a native species 

adapted to our heat and humidity—the Seminole 

pumpkin. Just one or two seeds planted in spring will 

lead to many vigorous 25-foot vines that will spread 

up out of their beds, into the next one and halfway 

across the yard by September. Because of its ability 

to withstand our summers relatively unscathed with 

almost no help, it can be a great solution to covering 

your vegetable bed during the hot months when you 

don’t want to be out there. Its large mottled leaves 

shade out most weeds, while also protecting its 6-8 

pound, tough-skinned fruits from sunscald. 

Seminole pumpkins are variety of Cucurbita moscha-

ta and are more closely related to butternut squash 

than true pumpkins, which are varieties of Cucurbita 

pepo. They have been cultivated by native Seminole, 

Caslusa, Creek and Miccosukee people throughout 

what is now Florida for hundreds of years. From 

Spanish conquistador Panfilo de Narvaez in the 

1500s, to soldiers in the Seminole Wars in the 

1830’s, Europeans noted the pumpkins, often found  

...continued on page 6 
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vining up and growing in trees near Native home-

sites. Seminole pumpkins were an important staple      

food for Native Americans, who sometimes buried 

the hard-skinned fruits in the ground to save for win-

ter. If stored in cool dry conditions, they can keep for 

up to a year. 

Seminole pumpkins are generally directly seeded in 

mounds or widely spaced rows in full sun. Like all 

cucurbits, they have separate male and female flow-

ers that require insects for pollination and successful 

fruit development. You can ensure optimal produc-

tion by helping to transfer pollen from male flowers 

to female flowers (the ones with the ovary that looks 

like a baby squash behind them), using a paint brush. 

Fruits will develop over the summer and may be 

round, oblong and even crook-necked. At first they  

may resemble large green zucchini, but they will rip-

en to tan or mottled orange with green and cream 

spots. They are quite variable in form! They are gen-

erally ready in 3 to 5 months, but they can be eaten 

young like summer squash as well. Flesh is orange 

and has excellent sweet flavor. 

Insects may damage some leaves, and you can hand 

pick or spot spray as needed, though because they 

are so large and have so many leaves, a little damage 

doesn’t usually slow them down much. If seeds are 

grown in fertile compost-amended soil, additional 

fertilizer is generally not necessary. Other than sup-

plemental irrigation during dry spells, the pumpkins 

need little care. All of which makes them an organic 

gardener’s dream—or nightmare if you don’t want 

them “eating” your whole garden! 

   
      

Additional UF Resources 

• Seminole Pumpkin, on UF/IFAS Gardening         

Solutions website 

• DIY Seminole Pumpkin Pie and Puree, on         

UF/IFAS Gardening Solutions website 

• Cucurbits, on Ask IFAS 

Photo credits:  P. 1  & Top: B. Marlowe;                                                    
Middle and Bottom:  UF/IFAS 

https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/seminole-pumpkin.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/design/outdoor-living/diy-seminole-pumpkin-pie.html
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/entity/topic/cucurbits
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This damage on the newly expanding buds and leaves of woody ornamental plants has become increasingly 
common and problematic in landscapes. The University of Florida has been researching this problem for several 
years. Recent studies have shown that a class of herbicides called imadizolinones can contribute to the problem.  
In homeowner ready to use products, these herbicides are commonly combined with other broad spectrum herbi-
cides such as glyphosate, to provide longer control of weeds in sidewalks, decks, and pavers. However, the label 
does not provide a use in beds with plants. The take home message is always read the label (see example above) 
when applying herbicides and pesticides.   

Further Reading: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/IN1310 

What’s That?  
Answer! 

What to Plant 

Sept. – Oct. 

Annuals - Annuals - (Sept.) 

Zinnia, Ageratum, Celosia, 

Wax Begonia, Marigolds   

(Oct.) Dianthus, Lobelia, 

Pansy, Petunia, Phlox, 

Shasta Daisy, Snapdragon 

Bulbs - (Sept.) Calla, 

Alocasia spp., Narcissus,  

Zephyr lily (Oct.) Daffodil, 

Gladiolus, Kaffir lily,  

Marica, Moraea, Society 

garlic, Spider lily, Anemo-

ne, Hyacinth, Pineapple lily 

Vegetables - Broccoli,   

carrot, cabbage, collards, 

onions, arugula, lettuce, and 

spinach. 

Herbs - Dill, fennel,       

oregano, Mexican tarragon, 

mint, rosemary, sage, and 

basil. 

Date & Time Event & Cost Location 

Upcoming September & October Classes: click the name to register 

October 7 

12 -1 pm 

All-In with Alliums: Onions, Garlic, 

Leeks and More  

$5.00 

UF/IFAS Duval County           

Online 

October 23 

9 am - Noon 

Urban Garden Demonstration Tour 

$5.00 

UF/IFAS Duval County                    

1032 Superior Street      

Jacksonville, FL  32254 

October 30 

10 - 11:30 am 

Grow Your Own Strawberries 

$10.00 

UF/IFAS Duval County        

1010 N McDuff Ave.      

Jacksonville, FL  32254 

Canning Center Classes: call (904) 255-7450 to pre-register 

September 20 

9 am - 1 pm 

Mild Salsa 

$20.00 

UF/IFAS Duval County        

1010 N McDuff Ave.      

Jacksonville, FL  32254 

October 16 

9 am - Noon 

Spiced Apple Butter 

$20.00 

UF/IFAS Duval County        

1010 N McDuff Ave.      

Jacksonville, FL  32254 

October 18 

9 am - 1 pm 

End of the Garden Soup and Bread 

(Cans) 

$20.00 

UF/IFAS Duval County        

1010 N McDuff Ave.      

Jacksonville, FL  32254 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/IN1310
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/all-in-with-alliums-onions-garlic-leeks-and-more-tickets-170000577303
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/all-in-with-alliums-onions-garlic-leeks-and-more-tickets-170000577303
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/urban-garden-demonstration-tour-tickets-170008844029?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grow-your-own-strawberries-tickets-170339305448

