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4-H Dog Scholarships
2026 Application Package Deadline: Sunday, March 1, 2026
Interview Date for finalists- April date TBA Interviews held at the Hills. Co. Ext. Office or via Teams Meeting
Awards will be announced- April date TBA Ceremony at the 4-H Scholarship Dog Show in Tampa
For more info on Scholarships: Patty Martin c_pmartin@verizon.net. 941-720-4731
Phyllis White Memorial Scholarship-$1,000 In memory of Phyllis White a $1,000 Educational scholarship is awarded annually. This scholarship pays tribute to Phyllis’ dedication and many contributions to the 4-H Dog Project. Phyllis White started the Hillsborough County 4-H Dog Project and the Florida State Fair 4-H & Youth Dog Shows over 40 years ago.
Jerry Manning Memorial Scholarship-$1,000 This $1,000 scholarship is sponsored by Ellen Ferguson and is being presented in memory of Jerry Manning. Jerry Manning had a passion for educating youth. He volunteered as a Show Judge, Instructor and 4-H Club Leader for more than 20 years. He also served as the Show Equipment Manager for the Florida State Fair 4-H & Youth Dog Shows and almost every 4-H Dog Show held at the Fairgrounds for over a decade.
Manatee Kennel Club Scholarships-$1,000 The Manatee Kennel Club has generously provided two $1,000 annual scholarships for many years. The Manatee Kennel Club is an AKC Member Club that has been in existence since 1962. It is a non-profit organization whose goal is to further the advancement of purebred dogs, promote the sport of dog showing and responsible dog ownership. They also want to support and encourage youth to participate in dog sports. Applicants from Manatee, Hillsborough, and Sarasota counties will have first consideration for these scholarships.
Brandon Florida Kennel Club Scholarship-$1,000 This $1,000 scholarship is presented by the Brandon Florida Kennel Club (BFKC) who is an sanctioned AKC Member Club. The members of the Brandon Florida Kennel Club host an annual AKC All Breed Conformation Dog Show in October at the Strawberry Festival Show grounds in Plant City. BFKC is happy to encourage Central Florida Youth to pursue a higher education while maintaining their interest in Dog Sports.
Ileana Nadal Memorial Scholarship- $1,000.00 This $1,000 scholarship is presented in honor of Ileana Nadal. Ileana felt it was important to educate humans, in order to train their dogs. She always valued the education of children and donated her entire inventory of agility equipment to the 4-H dog program. Her gift will continue educating children for many years to come. 
Hernando County Kennel Club Scholarship- TWO $1,000 scholarships offered in 2026! The Hernando County Kennel Club (HCKC) is an AKC Sanctioned All Breed Dog Club serving Hernando County, Florida. The purpose of HCKC is to promote responsible dog ownership, to promote the purebred dog, and to enable all dog owners to provide their dogs with basic obedience and good public manners. The support of Florida youth who excel in dog sports is investing in the next generation of dog owners.
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2026 Hillsborough County 4-H Dog Scholarship Rules: In 2026 one scholarship will be awarded for the Phyllis White Memorial, Jerry Manning Memorial, Ileana Nadal Memorial, Manatee Kennel Club, Brandon Florida Kennel Club and two scholarships for the Hernando County Kennel Club. An applicant may only be awarded each named scholarship once and then is no longer eligible for that scholarship. An Applicant may apply for any of the other listed scholarships they have not previously been awarded (Example: If you were awarded the Phyllis White Memorial Scholarship last year, you are still eligible to apply for the Jerry Manning, Ileana Nadal, Manatee Kennel Club and the Brandon Florida Kennel Club or Hernando County Kennel Club scholarships provided you meet all other eligibility requirements). An applicant may only be awarded one of our dog scholarships in any given year of eligibility. If there are no eligible applicants, the scholarship(s) will be carried over to the following year.
Conditions & Qualifications:  Applicants must be an approved 4-H member from Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Hardee, Hernando, Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Orange, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk and Sarasota Counties. 
• High school students age 17 as of September 1st (of the current 4-H year) and who are currently active in the 4-H dog project are eligible to apply for their first scholarship. 
• 4-H Alumni currently enrolled in an accredited College, Trade or Vocation school may apply in their Freshman, Sophomore and Junior years if they were previously active in the dog project. 
• Applicants must have at least 2 years in the Florida 4-H Dog Project as well as have exhibited their Dog Project animal in County, State Fair Youth Dog, or Scholarship Dog Shows. Applicants should have volunteered in 4-H community service projects including dog shows.
• Funds awarded will be used toward further education at an accredited educational institution, trade school, or vocational school upon receipt of proof of enrollment. Money will be paid directly to the school and will be used within three years of the date awarded. Requests for scholarship extensions will be determined at the discretion of the Scholarship Committee
Each Application Package must include these 7 components:
1. Hillsborough County 4-H Dog Scholarship Cover Page
2. Hillsborough County 4-H Dog Application.
3. Personal Resume- Prepare and attach a 1-2 page resume that illustrates your career skills and accomplishments.
4. Two Candidate Reference Forms- from individuals that have in depth knowledge of your participation in 4-H or other activities.
5. Narrative Statement- A 2-3 page narrative statement explaining how the 4-H Dog Project has prepared you for your future
6. Headshot Photo (graduation photo or similar professional style preferred)
7. Thank You Letter Create a “Thank You Letter” showing your appreciation to the sponsors and explain why being awarded a scholarship is important to you. Leave the Sponsor name blank in your letter (it will be filled in later)
Do not use slang. You are writing for judges who are evaluating your 4-H dog career like an employer evaluates your resume and letter of application.
Please choose two (2) to three (3) questions from this list to address in your essay:
· How have you benefited from 4-H?
· What skills have you learned in 4-H? How will they benefit you in the future?
· Select an experience in which you were part of a group and explain your contributions to the group effort.
· How will you share what you’ve learned from your experiences in 4-H?
· What impact will you be able to make as a result of your 4-H Experience?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________________
County: _________________________________________ Age: _____________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ___________
Contact Name and Phone #____________________________________________________
E-Mail Address_____________________________________________________________
Group Preferred Form of Contact: Email ___ phone ___ text ___ other: 
Club Name: ____________________________ Leader: _____________________________
Leader Phone #_________________________ Number of Years in Dog Project_________	
Are you currently in 4-H? _________________ Number of years in 4-H ________________
List previously awarded dog project scholarship(s) & year awarded: __________________________________________________________________________
Group Preferred Form of Contact: The Scholarship Committee invites all 4-H Dog Project Alumni and previous scholarship winners to return each year to be a part of the Scholarship Dog Show in the spring. We are creating a group contact list for scholarship recipients and alumni. Therefore we are asking what is your preferred method to communicate with this Alumni group? Is it Email, Text, FB group…any other suggestions? Please indicate which method you prefer in the questions above.
Sponsored by the Hillsborough County 4-H Dog Project Volunteer Committee
2026 Application Package Deadline: Sunday, March 1st 2026
Interview Date for finalists – April date TBA at the Hills County 4-H office or via Teams Meeting
Awards will be announced on April date TBA at the 4-H Scholarship Dog Show in Tampa

For more info on Scholarships: Patty Martin c_pmartin@verizon.net. 941-720-4731
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