How to take a Soil Sample

A step-by-step guide for homeowners
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Needed Tools

Hand shovel

Clean bucket

Resealable plastic bag
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Step 1

e Remove soil from 10 to 15 locations

* Walk in a zig zag pattern




Step 2

inches deep

For lawns collect soil 2 —4

inches deep
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For vegetable gardens collect so
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Step 3
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* Spread soil out to dry
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following informat



Submitting samples for pH test in Person

Bring the soil sample to a local county Extension office
(Check with your county to make sure they accept
samples to test)

Include your name, contact, and crop information

Results will be given by phone or email
IFAS Extension

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

UF

This testing will provide only the soil pH



Submitting samples for pH test by Mail

Send the sample directly to the UF/IFAS Extension Soil Testing
Laboratory along with completed form SL 136 available at
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187

Submission forms and sample bags are available at local extension
offices

This testing will provide only the soil pH and lime requirements.

The cost is $3.00

Results will be given by mail or email


https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187

* Send the sample directly to the UF/IFAS Extension Soil Testing

* Submission forms and sample bags are available at local extension

Submitting samples for Soil Fertility testing

Laboratory along with completed form SL 136 available at
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187

offices

This test will provide pH, lime requirement, P, K, Ca,
Mg, S, B, Cu, Mn, Zn.

The cost is $S10.00

Results will be given by mail or email



https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187

U'F IFAS Extension

LMIVIESITY of FLOE 134

Mailing Address (please print legibly)

Mame
address
Hhong

"HlaSEE EroElE an amisl GOCre R 196 FacEl el P our ragulte FaELar

Signature

(hignatura arity reguined far WP pareannel for aparoval af charsfekd chargoes)

Note:

laviias January 024

UF/IFAS Analytical Services Laboratories
Extension Soil Testing Laboratory

2300 Mowry Road PO Bax 11074 0/Wallace Building 631
Gainesville, FL 32611-0740

Emall: soilslabicnifas.ufl eduy Website: http //sollslab.fas.ull edu

Landscape and Vegetable Garden Test Form

Mote: This lab only tests samples from Florida,

Direct any guesbions about this test o the inteérprétation of the résults

L woaur Iecal UFIFAS Extansian ngent

INCLUDE %2 PINT OR 1 CUP OF SOIL PER SAMPLE

Consult an expert 1o determine if plant growth problems reguire soll testing

Irese samples will not be tested lor nematades, disease organisms, or chemicals other than thosa listed on this form

Commarcial ro lucers should use the Producers Soill Test Form SL135 htte edis fas ufledu/ss186)

Step 1. Collect samples from your landscape or garden. See the instructions at the bottom of this page

Step 2 Choose EITHER Teat A or B but not both, [or all samples

Test & The pH and Lime Requirgmant Test provides the Tolloswing inlarmation

Sail pH

Limg REguirdmdnt
Test A % approgriste N you do the following

1. Use anly complete fertilizers (suckh as 1G-4-8)

2 Follow the generic Mectilzes recommendations found imn UFIFAS landscape and

vitgetable garden publications
1. Miped anly thie 2ol pH test

Fill in all requested information, using one line per sample. Use additional forms for more than 5

samplas.

Lab Use Only Your Sample D County

Crop Coda|s)
(See back of
farm)

Test B The Sal Fertility Test provides the fallowing

Lol pH
Lire Recpuirsment
PE Ca Mg 5 B Cu M and I

Test B wall gnable you 1o taldor your wse of singlé-alement
fertilizers based on exsbing sail fertility Status, Howmar
Wt uge a complete fertiheEer, such as 10-10-10, the
@atra tesks for extractable P K. Mg, and Ca are of IEkle

Wil

Remember: Choose elther test A or B for
aach sample,

Estimatad Cost of Test A oR Cost of Test B

Acreage (Cirele appropriate amount.)

L] ] o ]
] 2 2l
L] 10
L] ] Sl

| OR 510

Check ‘Money Order  Cash Tatal

Please enclose paymaent and this sheet in the same package as sample(s).
Please make checks and money orders paynble 1o UNIVERSITY OF FLORID A,
Samples will not be processed without payment. Do not send cash thraugh the mail

How te Sample Your Lawn or Garden

Gbtain samples of ol from 10 o 15

different spots 0 the ares vou wish 1o best

{a minimum of ¥ pint ar 1 eup). When vou

shmpde a lvwn, take the sl fram the uppe

|

[

2=d inches, When sampling a vegetable I.
J

garden or landscape plamts, take ol fram
Rl upper G inches, IF Sodl 6 wet, Spread ol

on clean paper or athier suitable matenal to Figure 1, Llse a soil probe
air dry far faster sodl sampling

e o

Figure 2 |:,'|!|I||.l||I Pl & Aol prohe Flgure 3. Place 10=15
e a Band troweel, shovel, ar ot hie woll cores into a plastic
gardien oo, Trim awut sodl of unifarm Bischket; mix, dry, and
thilckmess to the recommaended depth transfer 1o 8 bag

Page 1 of 2
Iaairmn] - OGS

infarmati nd Crop Codes for

RELATIOMNSHIP OF SOILTESTING TO LAWRN
MAINTENANCE ORVEGETABLE GARDENING

Single-Elemant Fertilizers and Complete Fertilizers

HiGp & P chilfersnt SEnan s About | o Iandscape Cang or
-_||.1|-:|-'|'||:-|-.:|I.|| Liwity BEcause thisy have chilfeérant skills, traiming,
and epanences, This diversity Shows in the management |evels
abseryed in amy nsghborhood, However, most people are able to
grow Beautiful lawns and productve gardens by applying the UF/
FAS recammanded amount of 8 coamplete fertibzer (o fertilizer that
CONTAINS MILFGQEn, phosphorus, Snd potassium] THiIS methad of
fertihization saves Lime and elort Mor most hameowners campared

0 Wsing Sirgle ElEmEnt fertibzers, I vou use . Qs lertilizers

testing anly for ol pH and hime requirement 8 your best testing plan

(Test A A sol Tertility test o8 warth the extra fee anly 1If you Have

access to single-element fertiizers and wou wish 1o useé more carelully

esbirmated amounts of P and K in yvour fertilzaticn program (Tast @)

A with ary chiemical, praper handling and application of

ndscape and Vegetable Garden Test Form

2. 8% vou take aach small sample, place it into the plastic Bucket

il IQUrE £l SpRce YOour Sampling Sies ERrougmnout the aren ba naal

inEluche sail Trom iRy proklemn oot |||Ir'.|-r|'-_,|||I.|' amples, Sukmit
soil samples from prablem spobs as separate shmple

AfLar

mrrplieg. mid the sl in the bucket with vour hand so thiat ol

thve 2ol 15 well Blended

Take abaut 1 pint {2 cupsh of the blended sl and place 1t an the
shapping bag or nEwspaper 1o sir-dry, Return any sol remaning in

thie Bucket o the laen or vegetable garden

kil the 2ol 1% drying, Bl out the requestad information in thie

Sl st package, both an the Toem and an the sample Bag, &

list @l the warous lnwn types and Isndscape plants far which
recammandations are s/ailable can be found in Table 1

FOWRER ERE sl i dry trandler abot ’.-';plntH:up]-uflﬁﬂu'ul-:u'.ll-'

labeled sample bag

Include thass itams in the shipping basx

rcamimended Nertilizer amounts will mirimize sny potentisd hazard Lo

WERL G TRl @ ir anmaEnt

Lime Requirement
Maost garden plants respond unfavorably when soil pH s tao igh or

too low. You shodle test your 201 P Eery A=8 vEars o mirimiEe plant

growth problems relating to sail pH, The pH af yaur $ail and a lima
requirement test are the only accurate means o determire if your

lawen, landsenpe, or garden il beneht from the addition af lime

Soll Testing as a Diagnostic Tool
The main purpose behind soil testing procedunes s to establish me
and Tertilizer needs af a crop before planting. Mast ressarch effarts
e bean directed to that gosl When produc tion problems occus
muany people feel that a sol test 15 the Dest diagnostic tool Howsver
ol testing 1% useful in diagnosing crop production and growth
proBlems anly under Special Circumstances. Make sure 1o do the
fallawing

L Lonsult am expert T [ PO INTErpeet your soil vest results

2 A5k the expert about othier possible CaUSEs. In many Cases
additional tests are mlso needed, such as plant snalysis, nematode

DAl RIS, @k

Maintmn complete and orderly reconds of all management
Practices

TAKING A REPRESENTATIVE SOIL SAMPLE

Tools
1. Digging imiplement, such as a 5ol probe, 5 spade, or o regulas
garden hand trowel (Figungs 1 and 2)

2. Plastic blckaet
L Clean shapping DAag or Some ninwspapier

a& Soil samiple bags for each af your 2ol samples [Gne per samiple)
and a shipping box to send samples to the UFIFAS Extension Sodl
Testing Laboratory. Sol sample bags and submission farms are
available for free at your local UFNIFAS Extension office (Ziplock
Bmgs may Also Be wsed), This olhce 1§ also § good source of
many UFIFAS publications to help you swith lasen care and hame
gardening

Sampling
1. Lse your digoing implement o alstam a small amaunt of sod from
10 =15 Spats Over thil Area wou Wish 1o tesl Wihen vou Sample a

lawen, take sail from the upper 2=-4 inches (Figures 1 and 21 Sample

a vegetable garden or landscape plants by taking soil fram the
WRREr =8 inches

vaur lnbeled sail sampleis)

Landscape and vegetable Garden Sail Test Form (SL13G)

A chieck ar money ardes payable to Unlversity of Florida

Maill your sample to:

UF/IFAS Analytical Services Laboratories
Extansion Soll Testing Laboratory
Wallace Bldg, 631, 2390 Mowry Road

PO Box 110740

Galnesville, FL 32611-0740

Test Results
A Rl DSt report, including nobes bo hielE vou use thess resulls ta

vour best advantage, will be emaled/ maled to you in =6 days atter

wour sample arcndes at the UFIFAS Extension Soil Testing Labaratory

Contact your lacal UFNFAS Extension ofhce if you e questions
alEGut the 5ol test repoe

Table 1. List of lawn types and landscape plants for which
recommendations are available. Please record the applicable
code numbers on page 1 of this form under Crop Codels).

*You may select up to 6 crop codes per soil sample at no
additional charge.) **(f desired crop s not listed contact your
local UF/IFAS Extension office for recommandation.)

Crop Code

]
L

Lawns
Bahiagrass

Bermudagrass
LarpeEtgrats
Lentipedegrass
Ry@grass

ab. AUguUstinegrass

pla LR

Crap Codi
[ak |

Landscape Plants and Vegetable Gardens

Landscape azaleas, camalliag, gardaniag, MBISCUS oF INOra
Blusharries

Daoryard citrus

Wioody arnamentals or trees i the landscape

vegetable garden




Useful Links
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS480

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187

https://areacalculator.sdsolutions.com

https://soilslab.ifas.ufl.edu/

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/duval/urban-
forestry/Why-Soil-pH-Matters.pdf

UF/IFAS
An Equal Opportunity Institution
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