
How to take a Soi l  Sample

A step-by-step guide for homeowners



Needed Tools

• Hand shovel

• Clean bucket

• Resealable plastic bag

• Newspaper or paper bag



•  Remove soil from 10 to 15 locations

•   Walk in a zig zag pattern

Step 1



•    

• For lawns collect soil 2 – 4 inches deep

• For vegetable gardens collect soil 6 inches deep 

• Place soil in clean bucket

Step 2



Step 3

• Remove any debris

• Mix soil

• Spread soil out to dry

• Fill bag with pint of soil (2cups)

• Submit the sample using the 
following information



Submitting samples for pH test in Person

• Bring the soil sample to a local county Extension office 
(Check with your county to make sure they accept 
samples to test)

• Include your name, contact, and crop information

• Results will be given by phone or email

• This testing will provide only the soil pH



Submitting samples for pH test by Mail

• Send the sample directly to the UF/IFAS Extension Soil Testing 
Laboratory along with completed form SL 136 available at 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187 

• Submission forms and sample bags are available at local extension 
offices

• This testing will provide only the soil pH and lime requirements.  

• The cost is $3.00

• Results will be given by mail or email

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187


Submitting samples for Soil Fertility testing                                 

• Send the sample directly to the UF/IFAS Extension Soil Testing 
Laboratory along with completed form SL 136 available at 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187 

• Submission forms and sample bags are available at local extension 
offices

• This test will  provide pH, lime requirement, P, K, Ca,
•  Mg, S, B, Cu, Mn, Zn. 

• The cost is $10.00

• Results will be given by mail or email

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187




Useful Links
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS480

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS480

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/duval/urban-
forestry/Why-Soil-pH-Matters.pdf

https://areacalculator.sdsolutions.com

UF/IFAS
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https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS187 

https://soilslab.ifas.ufl.edu/ 
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