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Chapman’s Rhododendon

Rhododendron chapmanii

Chapman’s Rhododendron is listed as one of Florida’s rare and endangered plants, found in only
4 Florida panhandle counties. This shrub or small tree is also the only native evergreen
Rhododendron in the entire state of Florida. It grows to a height and width of 3 to 6 feet and has
a relatively open and stiffly ascending branching habit. The tiny leaves of this plant are dark green
in color and have an elliptic shape. The leaf undersides, petioles and twigs of this charming plant
are covered with rust-colored scales. Pink flowers appear on the tips of the branches in the spring
before the new shoot growth commences, and small brown capsules appear shortly after
flowering ceases.

Type: evergreen shrub

USDA hardiness zones: 8-9 INFORMATION

Uses: outstanding ornamental features
Origin: native to Florida

Height: 3 to 6 feet

Spread: 3 to 6 feet

Light requirement: part shade/part sun
Soil tolerances: well drained, acid soil

Drought tolerance: moderate

Soil salt tolerances: poor

Mark A. Garland. United States, Florida,
Gadsden Co.

Invasive potential: not invasive

Pest resistance: pest resistant
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