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Gaura
Oenothera lindheimeri

Type: perennial

USDA hardiness zones: 5 through 9

Uses: accent; mass planting; border

Origin: native to southeastern United States

Height: 3 to 5 feet Spread: 1 to 2 feet

Plant spacing: 1 to 3 feet

Light requirement: full sun to part shade

Soil tolerances: clay; loam; sand; acid

Drought tolerance: good

Salt tolerances:moderate

Invasive potential: not invasive

Pest resistance: resistant to insects and
diseases; deer resistant

Although gaura is not a spectacular plant, the delicate flowers on long stems add a light airy look to the
perennial border. It may also be used as a specimen plant in a small garden. Pinkish white flowers occur in
spikes that continue to elongate during the bloom period with only a few flowers in bloom at the same time.
The older flowers drop off the spike and are replaced by new ones throughout the long blooming season
(spring, summer and fall). Do not move this perennial once it is planted; gaura has a deep carrot-like root that
does not transplant well. Gaura’s long tap root allows it to survive drought situations. The species was moved
from the genus Gaura to Oenothera in the early 2000s. It is a member of the Onagraceae or primrose family. It
attracts bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and moths and has good deer resistance.
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