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Type: semi-evergreen shrub 

USDA hardiness zones: 5 through 9 

Uses:  border, hedge 
 
Origin: Not native to North America 

Height: 6 to 10 feet     Spread: 6 feet 

Plant spacing: 6 to 8 feet 

Light requirement:  part shade, part sun 

 

Soil tolerances:  slightly alkaline 
 
Drought tolerance: moderate 
 

Soil salt tolerances:  poor 

Invasive potential: low invasion risk 

Pest resistance: good pest tolerance 
       

Photos: UF IFAS 

Glossy Abelia 
Abelia x grandiflora    

 
 Glossy abelia is a fine-textured, semi-evergreen, sprawling shrub with 1½ inch-long, red-tinged 

leaves arranged along thin, arching, multiple stems. It is a hybrid between A. chinensis and A. 
uniflora. It stands out from other plants because the leaves retain the reddish foliage all summer 
long, whereas many plants with reddish leaves lose this coloration later in the summer.  Glossy 
abelia is clothed from spring through fall with terminal clusters of delicate pink and white, small, 
tubular flowers. Multiple stems arise from the ground in a vase shape, spreading apart as they 
ascend into the foliage. 
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