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Madagascar Periwinkle  
Catharanthus roseus 

Type: perennial sometimes treated as annual  

USDA hardiness zones: 4 through 12 

Uses: specimen; border; mass planting; container; 
groundcover  
 

Origin: not native to Florida 

Height: 7 to 24 inches Spread: 1 to 2 feet 

Plant spacing: 12 to 24 inches  

Light requirement:  full sun to full shade 

Soil tolerances:  well drained; acidic; sand; loam; clay 

Drought tolerance: moderate 

Soil salt tolerances: low to none 

Invasive potential: not considered aggressive 

Pest resistance: suffers from several disease problems 

 

The Madagascar periwinkle, formerly ‘Vinca rosea’, are heat-tolerant plants and continuous bloomers. Many 
cultivars are available with flowers ranging in color from white to deep pink adding a nice pop of color through 
the summer. Though considered perennial, these will die back with frost. However, as prolific seeders periwinkle will 
self-sow returning with little effort.  Water these Florida-Friendly plants only as needed, keeping them on the 
dry side as roots will rot if overwatered.  
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