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Oakleaf Hydrangea 
Hydrangea quercifolia 

 Type: perennial native shrub 

USDA hardiness zones: 5b - 9b 

Uses:  deciduous pollinator; specimen 

Origin: native to Florida 

Height: 6 to 10 feet     Spread: 6 to 8 feet 

Plant spacing: 3 to 5 feet 

Light requirement:  full sun to shade 

Soil tolerances:  clay; sand; loam; acidic; 
  slightly alkaline; occasionally wet 
  

Drought tolerance: moderate 

Soil salt tolerances: poor 

Invasive potential: not invasive 

Pest resistance: no serious pests       

Oakleaf hydrangea has 8 to 12 inch long leaves shaped like oak leaves. The plant grows in sun or 
shade and prefers a rich, moist soil. In the northern part of its range, the top usually dies back 
during the winter and needs shelter from high winds. The leaves have a very coarse texture and 
good red fall color. The flowers are produced in mid-summer in panicles and are at first white 
then fade to pink and then tan. Because of the oakleaf hydrangea’s size, most residential 
landscapes need only one or two of these plants. They are especially attractive at the edge of 
woods or other natural settings. It makes a nice accent in a shrub border or growing out of a 
ground cover. Oakleaf hydrangea transplants easily and requires no attention once it becomes 
established. Oakleaf hydrangeas can be toxic to dogs and cats, but are generally safe for humans 
to handle. 
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