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Type: Deciduous perennial  
 
Uses:  Use as a background tree; plant away from the 
house to avoid the potentially unpleasant odor of rotting 
fruit after the berries ripen and fall to the ground. 
 
Origin: Eastern to Central North America 
 
Height:  15-70  feet  Spacing:  20-30 feet apart  
 
Light requirement:  Full sun to part shade 
 

Soil preferences:  Prefers rich, moist, well-drained soil 

 

Problems:  pests like aphids, spider mites, and whiteflies, 
as well as diseases like bacterial blight, powdery mildew, 
and root rot.  
 
Drought tolerance: Well-drained soil 
 
Soil salt tolerances: Not salt tolerant of inundation by salty 
or brackish water. 
 
Invasive potential:  Not considered invasive 
 
USDA Hardiness Zones:  zones 4-9 
 
Pest resistance: birds will eat the fruit       

Red mulberry (Morus rubra), is a native, deciduous tree, found in moist soils from South Florida 
to west Texas and as far north as Ontario, Canada.  Also called American Mulberry, this tree 
grows to heights of 70 feet tall with the tree growing taller in the northern parts of its range. The 
pollen from male trees is extremely allergenic while female trees cause few to no allergies. These 
trees produce reddish or black fruits that are considered to be good quality. Red mulberry trees 
grow fairly quickly and will provide shade and fruit relatively soon after planting. 
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