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Tuberose  
Agave amica  

Type: herbaceous perennial 

USDA hardiness zones: 8a through 10b 

Uses: border; mass planting; container; 
 Specimen; cutting garden; pollinator  
 garden 

Origin:  native to Mexico 

Height: 2 to 3 feet  Spread: 1 to 3.5 feet 

Plant spacing: 1 to 3 feet 

Light requirement:  full shade to part sun 

Soil tolerances: slightly acid to slightly alkaline; 
       fertile; loam; sand 

Drought tolerance: good 

Soil salt tolerances: moderate 

Invasive potential: none 

Pest resistance: no serious pests or diseases 

Tuberose, formerly classified as Polianthes tuberosa, will grow 2-3 feet tall from a tuber resembling a bulb. 
Flowers are very showy and so fragrant they are used to make perfumes. Blooming is in spring or summer and 
flowers are waxy, tubular and white with 6 flared tepals. The leaves are up to 1.5 feet long and strap-like. When 
foliage begins to yellow in fall, taper off watering. Allow the plant to naturally die down so sufficient energy is 
stored for next year's bloom. The tubers produce offsets and will need to be divided every 2-3 years. Soil that is 
too wet can cause root rot. Tuberose is a very popular commercially grown cut flower. It attracts hummingbirds 
and moths. 
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