About Us UF/IFAS Extension

UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County Sarasota county
partners the resources of Sarasota County,
the University of Florida, and
the United States Department of Agriculture.
We translate expert research into
community initiatives, classes, and
volunteer opportunities related to six core areas:
4-H youth development; agriculture;
gardening and landscaping; natural resources;

TeStimoniaIS nutrition and healthy living; and sustainability.
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Small Farm Incubator

Beginning Farmer Education Program
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Incubatonr

The Small Farm Incubator Program supports
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the next generation of farmers by fostering
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about pest control, crop growth, marketingand
business management. In this way, the plot can : i
eventually transition to an operational farm with

sustainable profit margins.

Apprenticeship

The Apprenticeship Program connects
apprentices with active farmers and ranchers,
providing hands-on work experience and
practical education under the mentorship

of successful entrepreneurs and producers.
Participants gain practical skills in a range

of areas, including crop cultivation, soil
health, irrigation, pest and disease control,
equipment operation, harvesting, marketing
and management. In partnership with Mote
Marine Laboratory, participants can also

train with aquaculture experts at the Ron

and Marla Wolf Aquaponics Center at Mote
Aquaculture Research Park, to gain knowledge
of aquaculture, aquaponics and soil-based
vegetable and fruit production.
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About Mote Aquaculture Research Park
This state-of-the-art research center, located
17 miles inland

in Sarasota

County, focuses

on sustainable

saltwater system

technologies

used in the

production of

high-value crops, 14

such as saltwater §

vegetables

and fish.
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