
UF/IFAS Extension 
Sarasota County

Resource List
This list includes resources that may be helpful for further learning after completing the 
Neighborhoods Best Practices Program. You can use the buttons below to navigate to resources 
from a specific module. Click on the name of the resource to open the website.

Coastal Systems: 
Coastal Properties Fertilization Irrigation

Landscaping Preservation Areas Protecting Our Waters

Shared Spaces Tree Care Management
Wildlife and Community 

Interactions

Coastal Systems: Coastal Properties
Coastal Dunes

• Sarasota County - Coastal Dunes Regulations: Article XII. – Coastal Setback Code
• Dune restoration

Erosion Control
• Florida Living Shorelines

Mangroves
• Sarasota County: Article XXXV - MANGROVE TRIMMING AND PRESERVATION
• Guide to mangrove trimming and protection
• Guide to mangroves of Florida

Coastal Creatures
• Sarasota County – Marine Turtle Protection – Article XXIII
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) beach lighting guidance
• Sea turtles

Fertilization
Bay-Friendly and Florida-Friendly Fertilizing

• Bay-Friendly Fertilizing Tool
• Sarasota County Fertilizer Management Page
• UF/IFAS Sarasota County Fertilizer Management Page for Professionals
• Sarasota County Fertilizer and Landscape Management Codes brochure
• Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Florida Fertilizer Ordinances Phone App
• UF/IFAS Fertilizer Resources Page

https://library.municode.com/fl/sarasota_county/codes/code_of_ordinances/287243?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH54ENNARE_ARTXXIICOSECO_S54-723GUBESELIGBBAISPATWARHALIPHRE
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW409
https://floridalivingshorelines.com/
https://library.municode.com/fl/sarasota_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH54ENNARE_ARTXXXVMATRPR&wdLOR=c719EDB4C-A513-4AAA-98E4-87B7CAC0A963
https://www.scgov.net/home/showpublisheddocument/34270/637348315238000000
https://www.scgov.net/home/showpublisheddocument/34268/636661461070330000
https://library.municode.com/fl/sarasota_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH54ENNARE_ARTXXIIIMATUPR#:%7E:text=ch.,or%20within%20its%20jurisdictional%20waters
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/lighting/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sea-turtles
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/water-resources/bay-friendly-fertilizing-tool-residential-turf/
https://www.scgov.net/government/public-works/water-quality-for-bays-estuaries/fertilizer-management
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/gardening-and-landscaping/horticulture-commercial/fertilizer-management/
http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota-docs/hortcom/Fertilizer%20brochure.pdf
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/apps/fertilizer-ordinances/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn-and-garden/soil-and-fertilizer/
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Irrigation
Efficiency

• Estimated Water Savings Potential of Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Activities
• How Much Water Am I Using to Irrigate My Yard?
• Sprinkler tune-up!
• Setting Your Irrigation Controller
• Smart Irrigation Controllers: What Makes an Irrigation Controller Smart?
• A Guide to Micro-Irrigation for West-Central Florida Landscapes

Landscaping
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™

• Benefits of a Florida-Friendly community
• Resources to make your community Florida-Friendly
• Hiring a Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Certified Professional
• Selecting a landscape contractor and writing an effective landscaping contract
• Sarasota County Neighborhood Initiative Grant Program
• Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Landscape Recognition Service
• Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Phone Apps
• Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Publications & Resources
• Community Landscaping Success Stories

Preservation Areas
Sarasota County Government Resources

• Property Appraisers Website
• Plats & Condos
• Resource Management Plan
• Undesirable Vegetation Removal and Maintenance
• Neighborhood Initiative Grant Program

Management
• Integrated Management of Invasive Plants in Natural Areas of Florida
• Weeds and Invasive Plants
• UF/IFAS Invasive Species Programs

Protecting Our Waters
Stormwater Ponds

• Stormwater Pond Info
• Healthy Ponds Guide
• Database on Trait-Based Selection of Stormwater Pond Plants
• LAKEWATCH Informational Circulars
• Southwest Florida Water Management District: Stormwater Ponds
• Florida-friendly plants for stormwater pond shorelines

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ae515
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AE585
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/pascoco/2021/03/04/sprinkler-tune-up/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/irrigation/setting-your-irrigation-timer.html
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AE442
https://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/micro-irrigation-guide.pdf
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/ffl-and-you/community-management/benefits-for-communities/
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/ffl-and-you/community-management/florida-friendly-communities/
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/hire-florida-friendly/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP347
https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-services/property-management/neighborhood-initiative-grant-program
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/about-ffl/landscape-recognition/
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/apps/
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/publications/
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/ffl-and-you/community-landscapes/success-stories/
https://ags3.scgov.net/scpa/
https://secure.sarasotaclerk.com/SubPlatsSearch.aspx
https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-services/property-management/neighborhood-initiative-grant-program
https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-services/property-management/neighborhood-initiative-grant-program
https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-services/property-management/neighborhood-initiative-grant-program
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/WG209
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/weeds-and-invasive-plants/
https://invasivespecies.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/
https://sites.google.com/ufl.edu/stormwaterponds
http://www.healthyponds.org/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR416
https://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/information-circulars/
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/about/newsroom/stormwater-ponds
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ep476
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Protecting Our Waters (cnt’d)

Invasive Plants
• UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants
• UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-Native Plants in Florida's Natural Areas
• Florida Natural Areas Inventory
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission: Aquatic Plant Management
• Southwest Florida Water Management District: Invasive Aquatic Plants

Organizations
• UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants
• UF/IFAS Pesticide Information Office
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
• Southwest Florida Water Management District

Shared Spaces
Composting

• Stormwater Pond Info
• Healthy Ponds Guide
• Database on Trait-Based Selection of Stormwater Pond Plants
• LAKEWATCH Informational Circulars
• Southwest Florida Water Management District: Stormwater Ponds

Community Gardens
• Stormwater Pond Info
• Healthy Ponds Guide
• Database on Trait-Based Selection of Stormwater Pond Plants
• LAKEWATCH Informational Circulars
• Southwest Florida Water Management District: Stormwater Ponds

Tree and Palm Care Management
Maintenance

• Health and Maintenance of Shade Trees
• Sidewalk and Hardscape Solutions
• Pruning Shade Trees
• Pruning Palms
• Drought
• Palm Fertilizers
• Mulching

Storm Preparedness and Clean-Up 
• Developing a Tree Management Plan
• Storm Damage Prevention and Treatment
• Trees and Hurricanes
• Treating Damaged Trees & Palms

https://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.fnai.org/species-communities/invasives/invasives
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive-plants/aquatic-plant/
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/aquatic-plant-management
https://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/contact-us/
https://pested.ifas.ufl.edu/public/
https://myfwc.com/contact/
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/about/contact-us
https://sites.google.com/ufl.edu/stormwaterponds
http://www.healthyponds.org/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR416
https://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/information-circulars/
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/about/newsroom/stormwater-ponds
https://sites.google.com/ufl.edu/stormwaterponds
http://www.healthyponds.org/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR416
https://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/information-circulars/
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/about/newsroom/stormwater-ponds
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/maintenance.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/urban-sidewalk.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/pruning.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/pruning-palms.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/drought.shtml
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ep261
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/add-mulch.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/maintenance.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/stormy.shtml
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/treesandhurricanes/
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/treesandhurricanes/treating.shtml
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Tree and Palm Care Management (cnt’d)

Organizations
• Hiring an Arborist
• International Society of Arboriculture

Wildlife and Community Interactions
Biodiversity

• Center for Biological Diversity
• World Wildlife Fund: What is Biodiversity and the Living Planet Report
• FWC Wildlife Conservation and Imperiled Species webpage
• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Learn More About Planetary Health: How the Health or our Planet Affects Human Health

Common Backyard Wildlife
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County Backyard Wildlife webpage
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission wildlife species profiles
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document "Landscaping Backyards for Wildlife: Top Ten Tips for Success"
• How to Certify Your Florida Backyard Landscapes for Wildlife

Minimizing Wildlife Interactions
• FWC "Living With Wildlife and Preventing Wildlife Conflicts"
• FWC "Removing Nuisance Wildlife"
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County Florida Wildlife webpage
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document "Dealing With Unwanted Wildlife in an Urban Environment"
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Collection of Nuisance Wildlife Information
• Raccoons and Managing Raccoon Conflicts

Alligators
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota Wild Sarasota Alligators Webinar
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document: "Living With Alligators: A Florida Reality"
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document: "Managing Conflicts With Wildlife: Living With Alligators"
• FWC "Living With Alligators and Crocodiles"
• FWC Nuisance Alligator Program

Bats
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County: Wild Sarasota Webinar on Bats
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Topic Collection: Bats
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document: Effective Bat Houses for Florida
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document: Insect Pest Management Services Provided by Bats
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document: Conservation of Bats in Florida
• FWC Bat Information: Resources on dealing with bats in buildings and other structures
• Florida Museum: Visit The World's Largest Collection of Occupied Bat Houses
• The Florida Bat Conservancy
• Bat Conservation International

https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/arborist.shtml
https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/what-is-biodiversity
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/living-planet-report-2022
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/
https://www.iucn.org/
https://planetaryhealthalliance.org/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/backyard-wildlife/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW175
https://wec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/landscaping/fblw/
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/remove/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/florida-wildlife/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW070
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topics/wildlife#NUISANCE_WILDLIFE
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW033
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/florida-wildlife/#alligatorsHed
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW230
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW393
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/gators/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/alligator/snap/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/florida-wildlife/#batsHed
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topics/bats#BATS
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW290
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW289
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW291
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/bats/
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/bats/
https://www.floridabats.org/
https://www.batcon.org/
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Coyotes
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County: Wild Sarasota Webinar on Coyotes
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Document: "Wildlife of Florida Factsheet: Coyote"
• FWC Living With Coyotes, "How To Haze Coyotes" Video

Deer and Rabbits
• UF/IFAS Extension Gardening Solutions: Deer
• UF/IFAS Extension Gardening Solutions: Rabbits

Rodents
• How to safely and effectively clean rodent contaminated areas and materials: Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Topic Collection: Rodent Control
• General rat and mouse control methods: UF/IFAS Extension EDIS
• Methods for controlling roof rats in trees: UF/IFAS Extension EDIS
• How to install a barn owl box: UF/IFAS Extension Solutions

Snakes
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County: Wild Sarasota Webinar on Snakes
• UF/IFAS Wildlife Johnson Lab: Snake Information and Identification
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS Topic Collection: Snakes
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS: "Dealing With Snakes In Florida's Residential Areas - Emergency Planning"
• Florida Museum: "Identify A Florida Snake"
• FWC "Burmese Pythons in Florida“

Holes In Your Yard
• Trapping Armadillos: Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (video)
• Lethal Trapping of Southeastern Pocket Gophers: UF/IFAS Panhandle Ag Extension (video)
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS: "How To Identify The Wildlife Species Responsible For Damage In Your Yard"
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS: "Moles"
• UF/IFAS Extension EDIS: "The Nine-banded Armadillo"
• FWC Nuisance Wildlife Management Guidance
• USDA Feral Swine Information including "Feral Swine in America" Videos
• How to Build a Coral Trap for Wild Pigs
• Corral Trapping Wild Pigs: Texas A&M University Wildlife and Fisheries Extension (video)
• How To Report Violations of FWC Wildlife Regulations
• FWC Relocating Wildlife
• FWC Nuisance Wildlife Permit Requirements

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/florida-wildlife/#coyotesHed
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW443
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/design/gardening-with-wildlife/deer.html
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/design/gardening-with-wildlife/rabbits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/wildlife/clean-up.html#:%7E:text=Step%201%3A%20Put%20on%20rubber,or%20droppings%20and%20cleaning%20product.
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/wildlife/clean-up.html#:%7E:text=Step%201%3A%20Put%20on%20rubber,or%20droppings%20and%20cleaning%20product.
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topics/rodents#RODENT_CONTROL
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/DH044
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW120
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/archive/hot_topics/environment/barn_owls.shtml#:%7E:text=Installing,order%20to%20keep%20sunlight%20out.
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/florida-wildlife/#snakesHed
https://ufwildlife.ifas.ufl.edu/snakes/florida.shtml
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topics/snakes#SNAKES
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW261
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/florida-snake-id/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/python/
https://youtu.be/yHhEZ_TwjwE
https://youtu.be/hpdahHT0yvk
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW369
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW080
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW082
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/faqs/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/wildlifedamage/operational-activities/feral-swine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMBVPX5TlEI
https://youtu.be/Cya55OVP9E0
https://myfwc.com/contact/wildlife-alert/
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/relocate/
https://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/nuisance-wildlife-permits/


UF/IFAS Extension 
Sarasota County

Resource List
(cont’d)

Wildlife and Community Interactions (cnt’d)

Learn More and Opportunities for Further Impact
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County: Florida Wildlife webpage
• UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County: Invasive Species webpage
• Florida Master Naturalist Program
• FWC Citizen Science Opportunities
• Citizen Science: Jay Watch (Florida Scrub-jay monitoring)
• Citizen Science: Audubon Christmas Bird Count and The Great Backyard Bird Count
• Citizen Science: Florida Horseshoe Crab Watch
• Citizen Science: Florida LakeWatch
• Citizen Science: Florida Microplastic Awareness Project
• Learning In Florida's Environment (LIFE) Youth Education Opportunities in Sarasota County
• Look For An Explore Your World Backpack Kit Near You! in Sarasota County
• Virtually Explore with the Sarasota County Natural Areas Story Map

Learn more in our “Neighborhood Best Practices” program
• Register here: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_nbp
• Follow us on social media for the latest tips:

Facebook.com/ufsarasotaext  |  Instagram.com/ufsarasotaextension  |  Twitter.com/ufsarasotaext
Find more information at our websites: sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota and scgov.net/extension

Questions? sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota   |   sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu   |   941.861.5000

An Equal Opportunity Institution. The University of Florida is committed to providing universal access to all of our events.  For disability accommodations, such as alternate 
formats of written material, please contact 941-861-5000 or sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu at least two weeks in advance. Learn more at ada.ufl.edu and scgov.net/ada.

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/florida-wildlife/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/invasive-species/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/master-naturalist/
https://myfwc.com/get-involved/volunteer/citizen-science/
https://fl.audubon.org/get-involved/jay-watch
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/about-great-backyard-bird-count
https://ncbs.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/florida-horseshoe-crab-watch/
https://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/microplastics/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/learning-in-floridas-environment-life-program/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/explore-your-world-backpack-program/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/natural-resources/ecology-and-natural-resources/natural-areas-story-map/
https://tiny.cc/ufsaraext_nbp
https://facebook.com/ufsarasotaext
https://instagram.com/ufsarasotaextension
https://twitter.com/ufsarasotaext
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota
https://www.scgov.net/extension
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota
mailto:sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu
mailto:sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu
https://ada.ufl.edu
https://www.scgov.net/ada
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