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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

post_Stopm Knoyv what to donbefore and afterthe hurricanes and

tropical storms, fires, floods, and other disasters that

CheCkl i St nature can throw at our area. These'€hecklists and the

resource links can help you prepare inside and outside
> INSIDE 4 your home, and get back on track sooner after an event.

FINANCES ~
D Financial aid might be available after the storm. Before applying for aid, check for relevant, applicable A 3; v
storm-related insurance claims. <

RESOURCES: fema.gov

D Be aware that fraud often follows in the wake of a storm. Check potential contractors for licenses and insurance,
never pay full cost in advance, keep a paper trail, and don’t allow pressure to influence sound decision-making.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_fraud

INSECTS
I:l To keep storm-impacted pests from entering your home, seal cracks or crevices around the home
foundation, install or replace weatherstripping around doors and windows, and repair or replace
damaged screens.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_wismpe

MOLD
I:l If you suspect mold, which might flourish in damp, post-storm conditions, clean it promptly or consult
a professional for remediation services. In contaminated areas, wear protective equipment, including |G
an N-95 mask.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_mold

O

o [l
@

WASTE DISPOSAL ®
I:l Double-bag spoiled food to reduce pest attraction, and place in garbage separate from storm debris to '-I‘
ensure easy collection.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/saco_sw_disposal
D Separate large vegetative debris, like branches and palm fronds, from smaller yard waste, which can be
bagged, bundled, or placed in containers (not exceeding 4 feet in length and 40 pounds).
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/saco_sw_disposal
I:l Residents may place up to the equivalent of four 32-gallon containers of construction and demolition waste at
the curb after declared emergencies for collection. Expect delays in collection.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/saco_sw_disposal

LN

WATER SUPPLY
I:l Watch for local boil water notices, indicated by website alerts, digital messaging, signs in
neighborhoods, and other methods. When the boil water notice lifts, notice will be shared.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/fdoh_boilwater

I:l If under a boil water notice, use bottled or disinfected water for drinking, washing food, and cooking.
Disinfect tap water by bringing to a rolling boil for one minute and then cooling. Or, mix 1/8 teaspoon
of unscented chlorine bleach per gallon of water, stir, and let it sit for 30 minutes before use.

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/fdoh_boilwater
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FLOODING
EI Avoid contact with large puddles or other flooded areas. Sewage spills and downed power lines can
pose a safety risk.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_poststorm
I:I Never drive through standing water, which can hide hazards like washed-out pavement, downed power lines
and other hazards.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_poststorm

INSECTS
I:I Manage mosquitoes by repairing ripped screens, cleaning gutters, draining sources of standing water, %ﬁa

»

and using Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (Bti) to treat areas that can not be dumped or drained.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/saco_mms_storms
I:l Do NOT attempt to remove any bee hive dislodged during storms, due to a high risk of stings. Instead,
contact a local FDACS-registered beekeeper to check on hive relocation.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/fdacs_ feralbees
I:I Be wary of fire ant “rafts,” a survival strategy in which large numbers of ants group together to stay afloat in
flood waters. Contact with a fire ant raft can be painful, or deadly to those with allergies.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_antrafts

LANDSCAPES
I:I Assess your landscape and carefully clear risks created by the tropical storm. Use professional <q
services, if needed to ensure safety. Jﬁf‘

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufifas_posthurricane e[|
Check for and remove weak, dead, broken or hanging branches—often referred to as “widow makers”—that
could be sent flying by future storm winds.

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_widowmakers
Hire a certified arborist to assess tree damage. Cover and keep moist exposed roots of younger, uprooted
trees. Then, replant, stake up and keep well watered.

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufifas_posthurricane
Check trees for root damage for up to a year after the storm. Signs include wilting and dropping leaves, along
with root rot. Do not fertilize root-damaged trees.

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufifas_tah
Avoid extensive pruning of plants that have lost foliage. Wait for regrowth before attempting, to allow for
optimal plant recovery.

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_seaspray
Monitor pine trees for an extended period after storms. Heavy winds can damage roots and internal systems,
compromising a pine tree’s ability to absorb water and essential nutrients.

RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_pinedecline

WATER SUPPLY
I:I For those on well water supplies: test well(s) for coliform bacteria, if flooding has occurred. Test kits are @
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available from the Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County.
RESOURCES: tiny.cc/ufsaraext_welltest

Questions?

sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota | scgov.net/extension | tiny.cc/saco_stormprep

sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu | 311 (or, 941.861.5000 outside Sarasota County)
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