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National Arbor Day is the last Friday in April; however, Florida, like many other states, celebrates its own Arbor 
Day on a different date. Florida Arbor Day is the third Friday of January - an ideal time to plant trees in the 
humid subtropical climate of north Florida.  This time of year many trees are dormant and will lose less water 
through transpiration, thus reducing the level of stress caused by transplanting. 
 
Trees add many benefits to the landscape including energy and cost savings (position deciduous trees on 
south, southeast, or southwest exposures to reduce air conditioning and heating costs up to 50%), improving 
air quality, increasing property value, and providing food and shelter for wildlife. Congratulations for making 
the wise decision to adopt a new tree for your landscape! 
 
Follow these simple tips for successful establishment of bare root trees: 
 

 First, make sure you are planting the tree in a location that follows the Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ 
principle of Right Plant, Right Place.  This means selecting a plant that will thrive in the given conditions 
of the site (soil, light, moisture levels). By matching the plants needs to the sites conditions, you will 
automatically reduce the need for supplemental irrigation, fertilizer, pesticides and pruning throughout 
the lifespan of the tree.  

 Next, dig hole to accommodate the entire width and depth of the root system without having to fold, 
bend, or circle roots. Do not cut roots to fit into the planting hole unless they are dead, injured or 
kinked, in which case, make a clean cut with sharp pruners. Hole should be shallow and wide. 

 Position roots so they are basically straight out from the trunk, keeping the topmost root no deeper 
than soil surface. Planting high in the soil, rather than deep, is a key element to successful 
establishment. 

 Backfill with soil and gently firm. Form a water holding basin around the tree with soil. 

 Apply 2-3 inches of mulch around tree to help keep moisture levels even, but DO NOT put mulch 
against trunk.  

 Newly planted trees require supplemental irrigation until they become established.  Basic rules for 
irrigating a new tree include watering daily for 2 weeks, every other day for 2 months, twice weekly for 
2-3 months, then weekly until established. It is important to water deeply each time (around 1/2 to 
2/3  gallons at each watering for a ¼ to ½ inch caliper tree), rather than shallow, more frequent 
watering. Be careful to water the roots, not the foliage or trunk.  Do not water if soil is wet/saturated 
on irrigation day. 

 Once established, plants should be able to survive predominantly on rainfall if they were planted in an 
appropriate location. 

            January 2020 

Hort-8 


