UF/IFAS EXTENSION& ST. JOHNS COUNTY

WORKING TOGETHER

July, August, September 2018

The St. Johns County Board of Commissioners and UF/IFAS Extension work in a cooperative effort to provide relevant
programming to citizens throughout the County. During the 3rd quarter of 2018, Extension Agents and Staff recorded approximately
9,929 contacts with clientele that included emails, phone calls, office visits and field calls. Agents conducted 42 on-site visits
(Agriculture, Horticulture, Schools, Livestock, and Forages) to assist residents one-on-one in St. Johns County. Below are a few
examples of impacts reported by our Agents during this quarter.

« Our Horticulture Department partnered with Florida o Sixteen participants responded to a follow-up survey three
Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services (FDACS), months after attending the “Exploring our Environment:
Department of Plant Industries (DPI) to distribute Facing the Future” adult camp taught by our Sea
biological control agents for the invasive air potato vine Grant Agent.
and Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) - the vector responsible for » 11 reported that they replaced existing light bulbs with
spreading citrus greening which has decimated Florida’s LED bulbs,
citrus industry. They distributed 38 vials of taximaria radiata » 13 reported that they are using a ConserveSocket
(wasps that are the parasitoid of ACP) and 17 containers electric timers,
of Lilioceris cheni (beetles that feed on air potato vines) to » 12 reported taking additional actions to reduce energy
county residents. use in the home,

o Thirty participants attended the 2018 Florida Beef Cattle > 7 have reduced their water use inside the home,
Reproduction Management School with Artificial » 5 report using less water in their garden /yard.
Insemination, co-taught by our Production Agriculture « St.Johns County was well represented at 4-H state contests
Agent. Participants gained hands-on knowledge related this summer.
to beef cattle palpation, genetics, anatomy and physiology, » Nine participants qualified and took part in the State
endocrinology, safe handling practices and many 4-H horse show in July.
other topics. > One participant qualified for the Southern Regional

horse show where she placed 9th in Western
Showmanship and 12th in Western Horsemanship.
» One St. Johns County 4-Her placed 2nd in the State
4-H Horticulture Identification and Judging
Contest and represented Florida at the National Junior
Horticulture Association Conference in October. She
placed 5th in the open division and grand champion for
creative writing.

« One-hundred and fourteen participants gained knowledge
related to hydration myths and tips to increase water intake
by our Family and Consumer Sciences Agent. Eighty-one
percent of the participants that assessed their hydration levels
to see if they were at risk of being dehydrated.

> Eight participants attended 4-H University in late July,
two placed first in their demonstration category and
one placed 2nd in public speaking.
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« Twelve St. Johns County 4-H summer day camps
(coordinated by our 4-H Youth Development Agents) were
attended by 158 youth to expand their knowledge and
skills in a variety of project areas that included: archery,
beef, cybersecurity, sewing, pollinators, quilting, scientific
method, equine, environmental science, and dance.

o Our Commercial Ag Agent taught 21 landscape professionals
how to apply Ornamental and Turf pesticides safely and
correctly. Fourteen of those individuals are now certified
to spray restricted use pesticides to golf courses, athletic
fields and cemeteries in FL.

« The Family Nutrition Program (FNP) Educators
currently have five school gardens (one garden atan
afterschool program facility, two demonstration garden beds,
one community garden in progress, and one hydroponic
system in progress) which provided hands-on education to
over 318 participants.

« Our Sea Grant Agent conducted three webinars, was
interviewed by FirstCoast News and asked to participate in a
FirstCoast News FacebookLive session during Microplastic
Awareness Month (September 2018). Approximately
162 sites logged-on for these webinars and several sites
reported having more than one person viewing. The
30-minute FacebookLive session has been viewed more than
10,000 times, and she was able to respond to many questions
from the viewers related to challenges with recycling plastics.
People were surprised to learn that plant-based plastics (often
labeled as “compostable”) are no different than petroleum-
based plastic in the environment.

« Seventeen participants attended a Master Naturalist
program and gain knowledge related to amphibians from our
Production Agriculture Agent.

o Our Commercial Ag Agent was awarded the 2018 UF/IFAS
Extension Dallas Townsend Award at the 2018 EPAF
Conference in Ponte Vedra.

Our Horticulture Department provided consultations via

site visits, office visits, plant clinics, e-mail and phone calls
to over 345 residents. Consultations provided education
and diagnostics on Florida Friendly Landscaping; turf,
palm, citrus, vegetable and ornamental plant diseases; soil
pH test results; plant identification and other horticulture-
related topics.

Our Commercial Ag Agent presented a poster
presentation on Diamondback Moth Management in Cole
Crops at the National Association of County Agricultural
Agents Conference in Chattanooga, TN. This poster was
the State Winner for the Florida Association of County
Agricultural Agents.

» She was also awarded a Regional Excellence in 4-H
Award and State Communications Award for Photo
and Caption

Twenty-three youth from St. Johns County attended 4-H
Camp Cherry Lake in Madison, FL. Two weeks before camp
all youth and their parents attended a camp orientation that
was taught by the camp counselors. Five campers received
top awards for Most Improved, Best Counselor-in-Training,
Most Helpful, Best New Camper, and Most Camp Spirit.

Thirty-three Alabama Young and Adult Farmer participants
from three states toured St. Johns County commercial
agriculture at three locations. Participants gained knowledge
on potatoes, cabbage, Asian vegetables and beef cattle.

Fifteen volunteer club leaders participated in the Annual
4-H Leader Enrichment Workshop, where they gained
knowledge on topics such as goal setting, record book impact
on the 4-H experience, importance of reflection in the
learning process, team building, club standards, youth and
volunteer safety along with administrative information. In

a follow up survey, all participants reported that because of
attending the training, they were ‘extremely likely’ to help
youth set goals at the beginning of the year, encourage youth
to participate beyond the club, and purposefully work toward
4-H club standards.

For more information, visit the UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County Website at

http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu or contact us at 904-209-0430.




