Note From the Director

As we reflect on our successes in 2018, | would like to
thank you for your continued support. Throughout 2018,
UF/IFAS Extension Agents and Staff recorded 48,385
contacts with clientele that included emails, phone calls,
group teaching events, office visits and field calls.
Agents conducted 162 on-site visits (Agriculture, Horti-
culture, Schools, Livestock, and Forages) to assist resi-
dents one-on one in St. Johns County.

Every 5 years, each Extension Office participates in a
survey conducted by the University of Florida to evaluate
clientele satisfaction. As demonstrated by the chart be-
low, clients that visited our office and participated in this
survey indicated that the information they received from
the Agents met their needs.

Ninety-five percent (95%) of the 92 participants who
responded the survey indicated that they were satisfied
with the performance of the St. Johns County Extension
Office. To read more about the survey results, visit
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/stjohns/who-we-are/.

We strive to provided unbiased, scientifically sound ed-
ucational information for the citizens of St. Johns Coun-
ty. When you have questions, we will help you find the
answers. Please feel free to stop by, call, email or visit
us on the web at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/stjohns/.
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Timothy W. Wilson, Director
St. Johns County Cooperative Extension
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Selected Programmatic Impacts

e Four-hundred and twenty-three (423) fourth graders
and 88 teachers and parents participated in the St.
Johns County 4-H Ag EdVenture Days held at the
St. Johns County Fairgrounds. Participants gained
knowledge on agricultural topics including bees,
beef, aquaculture, potatoes, farm animals, garbage
gardening, fruit and vegetables, and sugarcane that
were taught by UF/IFAS Extension Agents, Master
Gardener Volunteers, Foresters and local farmers.

Two-hundred (200) participants attended 15 Flori-
da-Friendly Landscaping workshops taught by our
Horticulture Department. Participants learned how to
select the right plant for the right place, apply fertilizer
and irrigation appropriately, control yard pests and
attract wildlife to their landscape.

Thirty (30) participants attended the 2018 Florida
Beef Cattle Reproduction Management School
with Artificial Insemination, co-taught by our Pro-
duction Agriculture Agent. Participants gained hands
-on knowledge related to beef cattle palpation, ge-
netics, anatomy and physiology, endocrinology, safe
handling practices and many other topics.

1,500 trees and fact sheets on tree care were dis-
seminated to over 180 individuals by the UF/IFAS
St. Johns County Extension Horticulture Depart-
ment at 5 Florida Arbor Day tree give-away events .

The Sea Grant agent presented a poster about the
Florida Microplastic Awareness Project at the 6th In-
ternational Marine Debris Conference in San Die-
go, CA. The conference was attended by more than
700 participants from over 50 countries.

The UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County Office as-
sisted the Putnam/St. Johns County Farm Bureau
with Ag Literacy Day by coordinating 11 volun-
teers at 12 St. Johns County Elementary Schools.
These volunteers read an educational book about ag-
riculture in Florida to over 1,528 students.

o St. Johns County 4-H Youth were well represented at

4-H state contests this summer.

= Nine participants qualified and took part in the
State 4-H horse show in July.

0 One participant qualified for the Southern Re-
gional horse show where she placed 9th in
Western Showmanship and 12th in Western
Horsemanship.

= One St. Johns County 4-Her placed 2nd in the
State 4-H Horticulture Identification and Judg-
ing Contest and represented Florida at the Na-
tional Junior Horticulture Association Conference
in October. She placed 5" in the open division
and grand champion for creative writing.

= Eight participants attended 4-H University in late
July, two placed first in their demonstration
category and one placed 2nd in public speak-
ing.
Sixty-nine percent of the 141 participants at the 2018
Spring Ranchers Forum indicated they found infor-
mation they learned from the chute side, hands-on
presentation by the St. John County Production Agri-
culture Agent as very useful. 78% of these partici-
pants indicated they owned and raised cattle, and
based off survey results, they indicated they were
able to save $2,012 per ranch using information they
learned at the 2017 Spring Ranchers Forum.

The UF/IFAS Extension Family and Consumer Sci-
ence Agent and St. Johns County Home and Commu-
nity Educators conducted a food storage/sanitation
evaluation to 228 participants attending Datil Pepper
Fall Festival.

= 32% learned about refrigerator safety

= 65% learned about the proper handling of meat
poultry before cooking

= 77% learned the proper temperatures to sanitize
dishes

= 71% learned about the proper dilution rate of
bleach as an effective sanitizer
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