UF/IFAS EXTENSION &ST. JOHNS COUNTY

WORKING TOGETHER

April, May, June 2024

The St. Johns County Board of Commissioners and UF/IFAS Extension work cooperatively to provide
relevant programming to citizens throughout the County. During the second quarter of 2024, Extension
Agents and Staff recorded approximately 5,081 contacts with clientele, including emails, phone calls,
office visits, and field calls. Agents conducted 21 site visits to assist residents one-on-one and taught 64
group teaching events. Below are a few examples of impacts reported by our Agents during this quarter.

Arial photo of tractors using a drone. Thermal image of forest. Maci Ceresale receiving the
4-H Florida Horseman of the
Year scholarship award.

« The St. Johns County Master Gardener Volunteer » St. Johns County 4-Her, Maci Cerasale was awarded the
(MGV) program trained 20 new members during the Florida 4-H Horseman of the Year Scholarship at the
Spring of 2024. The MGV program provides over 50 State 4-H Horse Show in Tampa on June 29,

hours of education and hands-on training to participants,
who will donate 75 hours of volunteer service during their
first year as MGVs to educational gardening programs
and projects throughout the county.

« Forty-one (41) adults who attended programming taught
by our Family and Consumer Science Agent learned
ways to eat healthy on a budget, including resources
for meal planning, shopping smart, meal essentials, food

» The Living on a Few Acres Workshops were held on safety, and reducing food waste.
the third Thursday of each month during the 2™ quarter.
Twenty-one participants gained knowledge related to
pasture management, pond management, and sheep
and goat management. These introductory classes allow
our clientele to learn basic management skills for their

» Our Production Ag Agent provided beef management
programming for 18 participants at the Livestock
Education and Certification for Agriculture Law
Enforcement (LECALE) program. After completing the
course, attendees must pass an exam for certification

operations. through the Florida Farm Bureau Agriculture Certification
« Eight hundred nine (809) students and 19 teachers Program. This program allows law enforcement

from five St. Johns County schools participated in the personnel to improve their knowledge of livestock animal

St. Johns County 4-H chicken Embryology Project. production.

Teachers who participated in the project reported that
students gained a deeper understanding of a developing
embryo’s life cycle and increased their love of science.

» The St. Johns County Master Gardener Volunteer
Program Spring Plant Sale was successful. Proceeds
from the sale benefit UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County

« The Hastings Triage Lab provided diagnostics for Botanical Gardens and other elements of our horticulture
five samples for commercial producers during the programming.
second quarter.
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Harris Center participants looking in a nesting box.

« The Commercial Ag Agent and Ag Center Staff proctored
54 pesticide exams on the 2"® and 4™ Friday and 4"
Wednesday of each month in the second quarter.

» The St. Johns County Extension Office teamed up with
the St. Johns County Parks and Recreation Department
to provide a live cattle display at their Bartram Living
History Festival. Approximately 650 participants gained
knowledge of the cattle and how ranching in the United
States began in Florida.

Our 4-H Agent led an environmental science program
at the W.E. Harris Community Center focusing on native
birds. Homemade nesting boxes and a feeding station
were installed for this project. Participants could see
chickadee eggs, 2-week-old chicks, and 2 fledglings. Of
the 20 participants, 100% said they look for birds when
they are in their neighborhood some of the time.

The St. Johns County Family and Consumer Science
Agent taught 25 youth basic kitchen and equipment
safety and cooking skills to prepare delicious,
healthy dishes.

One-hundred and thirty-two FFA students from six
central Florida counties participated in a Forestry and
Natural Resources Career Day in Union County, where
our Production Ag Agent demonstrated thermal drone
technology and how it can enhance management
decisions.

Our St. Johns County Horticulture Department taught

8 programs to 88 individuals throughout the county

on topics including Butterflies in Northeast Florida,
Gardening with Herbs, Weed Identification, Invasive
Species, Citrus Greening, Gardening with Raised Beds
and Poisonous Plants.

Master Gardener training.

2024 St. Johns County Master Gardener Volunteer
Program graduation.

« The St. Johns County Beekeepers Association
renovated its apiary and updated its fence, storage area,
and teaching space.

» Our Production Ag Agent provided hands-on learning for
16 participants at a Farm to Table educational event at
the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind. Participants
could touch, smell, and taste commodities such as
cantaloupe, bananas, mangos, strawberries, blueberries,
and oranges.

« The St. Johns County 4-H Hippology Team took
home top honors at the State 4-H Hippology Contest
held in Gainesville on April 6™ & 7™. At the contest,
participants demonstrated their knowledge of equine
science through five phases. Our four St. Johns County
4-H members collaborated on combined county teams
with members from Duval, Nassau, & Marion counties.
The intermediate and senior teams achieved first place
in their divisions, securing many individual awards and
earning qualifications to compete at both regional and
national levels.

Two St. Johns County youths participated in a 4-H

Drone Camp in Putnam County to take the FAA Part 107
General Knowledge License. Participants increased their
knowledge of airspace, radio communications, weather,
and other topics. Six of the eight participants in the class
have passed the exam and are legally qualified to use
their drones for commercial purposes.

Forty-nine (49) youth and their families participated in
the Tri-County 4-H Potato Project harvest. Extension
professionals from the Tri-County Area collaborated to
educate youth about many topics, including pollinators,
potato biology, advanced technology in Agriculture,
harvest, and grading. As a result of this project,
participants gained hands-on experience related to the
potato industry.

For more information, visit the UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County website at

stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu or contact us at 904-209-0430.
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