
UF/IFAS Extension and St. Johns County working together

October, November, December 2024
The St. Johns County Board of Commissioners and UF/IFAS Extension work cooperatively to provide 

relevant programming to citizens throughout the County. During the fourth quarter of 2024, Extension 
Agents and Staff recorded approximately 2,696 contacts with clientele, including emails, phone 

calls, office visits, and field calls. Agents conducted 15 one-on-one site visits and taught 53 group 
teaching events. Below are a few examples of impacts reported by our Agents during this quarter.

•	Twenty-three (23) participants attended the 
Livestock Education and Certification for 
Law Enforcement (LECALE) program that our 
Production Agriculture Agent co-taught. Agriculture 
Deputies and Animal Control Officers from various 
sheriff’s departments throughout Florida learned 
how to evaluate cattle and horses for body condition 
scoring and common animal husbandry practices 
conducted on ranches in Florida.

•	Our Horticulture Agent partnered with the St. 
Johns County Public Affairs Specialist to create 2 
educational videos on Florida Friendly Landscaping 
for use by St. Johns County employees. The 
topics were Right Plant, Right Place, and St. 
Augustine Grass.

•	The Ag Center Staff proctored 23 pesticide exams 
on the 2nd and 4th Friday and 4th Wednesday of each 
month in the fourth quarter. Surrounding counties 
continue to utilize SJC for pesticide licensing needs 
due to the lack of offerings nearby.

•	Our Family and Consumer Sciences Agent taught 
20 participants the importance of healthy 
carbohydrates for energy and demonstrated how 
to prepare root vegetables.

•	4-H Club Officer training was held in October. 
Faculty, staff, and teens from the Teen Leadership 
Council taught participants about the president/
vice president, secretary, treasurer, and reporter/
historian offices. There was also a group lesson on 
exercising leadership with one’s peers. Participants 
reported that because of the training, officers were 
better prepared to assist their volunteer club leaders 
in operating their club. They also reported a better 
understanding of their officer’s role better.

•	Thirty-three (33) participants at a program taught 
by our Family and Consumer Science Agent gained 
knowledge about safe home food preservation 
practices, including drying and water bath canning.
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•	Our Production Agriculture Agent teamed up with UF 
Historic St. Augustine, Inc., the Florida Ag Museum, 
the St. Johns County Cattlemen’s Association, the 
Florida Forestry Service, the St. Johns County Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program’s “Vermiculture Team”, 
UF/IFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping (FFL), St. Johns 
County Beekeepers Association, St. Johns County 
Animal Control to provide an educational program, 
“Florida Agriculture Awareness,” at Ribera Garden 
in Downtown St. Augustine to more than 187 
participants. These participants learned about cattle, 
horses, sheep, forestry, worms, and much more.

•	Twenty-seven (27) participants attended a 
Greenery Workshop conducted by our Horticulture 
Department. This annual event is a favorite that 
educates about using native and local greenery 
to make festive table centerpieces for the 
holiday season.

•	Twenty-six (26) participants increased their 
knowledge of airspace, radio communications, 
weather, and other topics by attending two online 
Drone Test Prep Courses, co-taught by our 
Production Agriculture Agent. These classes prepare 
clientele to take the UAS FAA Part 107 exam, and 
those who pass can use their license to secure legal, 
commercial employment as a drone pilot.

•	The St. Johns County 4-H Chicken Embryology 
Program was conducted at 4 schools, with 10 
classes and 219 participants. One hundred and two 
fertile eggs were delivered, and 51 hatched, resulting 
in a 51% hatch rate. Participants gained knowledge 
of a chicken’s life cycle and life skills related to 
responsibility and compassion.

•	Thirteen (13) restricted-use pesticide license 
holders received continuing education credits 
necessary to maintain their Florida Pesticide license 
by attending a class co-taught by our Production 
Agriculture Agent and Ag Program Assistant.

•	Fifteen (15) participants from St. Johns County 
attended a Farm Basics Workshop taught by our 
Production Ag Agent. They gained knowledge 
of Federal and State grants, agricultural tax 
exemptions, and pasture management.

•	Eleven (11) participants learned guidelines to sell 
products under the Cottage Food Law by attending 
a program taught by our Family and Consumer 
Science Agent.

•	The Horticulture Agent conducted a Florida-
Friendly Landscaping (FFL) Professional 
Certification session for eight green industry 
professionals, providing the knowledge and tools to 
implement these principles in their work. Participants 
are educated in sustainable landscaping practices 
that conserve water, protect natural resources, and 
promote environmentally responsible solutions. This 
certification allows these professionals to use the 
FFL logo and market themselves as certified experts, 
giving them a competitive edge in the industry.

•	Our Production Agriculture Agent provided science-
based, educational information related to myths and 
concerns in the livestock industry by participating 
in the podcast “Let’s Talk Some Dirt”. This episode 
was part of a series designed to reach clientele in St. 
Johns, Flagler, Volusia, and Putnam Counties and is 
available on Spotify, SoundCloud, and the Radio.

For more information, visit the UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County website at
stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu or contact us at 904-209-0430.
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