
•	 Our Commercial Agriculture Agent recently won 2nd place 
for a National Communications Award for an article she 
wrote on Diamondback Moth and 3rd place for Poster she 
prepared on sweet potatoes in the Tri-County area by the 
National Association of County Agricultural Agents.

•	 Hydroponic, raised bed and greenhouse gardening 
projects were completed by 62 middle school youth 
participating in the UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County 
Food Nutrition Program. Among the items planted were 
potatoes, kale, tomatoes, peppers, parsley and onions.

•	 Seven youth from St. Johns County attended the 4-H 
Legislature Program. This program is a week-long mock 
legislative event where youth served as Senators, 
Representatives and Lobbyists at the state capitol. 
In addition to learning about state government, youth 
developed confidence in public speaking, gained the ability 
to express their thoughts and learn how to debate in a civil 
manner. One St. Johns County 4-Her, was awarded the 
Chris Allen award for his outstanding participation and 
leadership throughout the week.

•	 Thirty-two (32) landscape professionals in St Johns 
County are certified to spray pesticides safely and 
correctly after taking a course taught by the Commercial 
Agriculture Agent.

•	 The Sea Grant Agent trained Extension Agents from 
Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Martin and Broward Counties how to 
collect and analyze water samples for microplastics. Those 
faculty will be expanding the agent’s Florida Microplastic 
Awareness Project in the Florida panhandle and 
southeastern region.

•	 A letter of intent (LOI) was developed, by our Regional 
Specialized Water Agent, for a USDA NIFA Grant and 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
proposal on drone sensor development for water and 
nutrient demand. These projects will be focused around the 
Hastings area and potentially Osceola County.

•	 Drone flyovers were conducted by our Regional 
Specialized Water Agent to establish baseline information 
over potatoes (2 acres) and sod (160 acres) in Hastings, a 
weed chemical trial on squash (10 acres) in Immokalee and 
another sod field (160 acres) in Brevard County.

•	 A pilot project evaluating the use of cull potatoes ensiled 
with poor quality bahia grass for use as an alternative 
livestock feedstuff was developed by our Production 
Agriculture Agent.

•	 Beef cattle physiology and management strategies were 
taught to more than 90 participants at the 2017 International 
Junior Brangus Breeders: Legacy Leadership Conference 
by our Production Agriculture Agent.
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The St. Johns County Board of Commissioners and UF/IFAS Extension work in a cooperative effort to provide relevant 
programming to citizens throughout the County. During the second quarter of 2017, Extension Agent, Staff and Volunteers 
recorded approximately 9,781 contacts with clientele that included emails, phone calls, office visits and field calls. Agents 
conducted 63 on-site visits (Agriculture, Horticulture, Schools, Livestock, Coastal Education and Forages) to assist 
residents one-on-one in St. Johns County. Below are a few examples of impacts reported by our Agents during this quarter.

&UF/IFAS EXTENSION� ST. JOHNS COUNTY

An Equal Opportunity Institution



•	 The UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County Horticulture 
Agent certified 6 landscapes for the Housing Finance 
Authority of St. Johns County (HFA) with the Florida-
Friendly Landscaping™ Silver Level Recognition. Having 
energy saving features, such as the Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping™ certification, helped the HFA receive 
$5,000,000 in CWHIP funds from the State to put 
towards workforce housing. These funds allow each 
homebuyer to receive $42,857.00 in purchase assistance.

•	 The Sea Grant Agent interviewed student participants 
and provided an educational display about her elementary 
curricula at the St Johns County elementary STEM Fair. 
Students, parents and teachers enjoyed experiencing how 
blubber insulates whales from cold water. They also learned 
about manatees’ never-ending supply of “marching molars” 
(teeth).

•	 561 elementary students, their teachers and volunteers 
participated in the 2017 4-H AgVentures program. This two-
day event included 27 educational stations that introduced 
students to the many areas of agriculture.

•	 Based on a participant post-meeting evaluation of a pasture 
management workshop, conducted by our Production 
Agriculture Agent, 44% (n=13) indicated their knowledge 
of soil testing increased, 40% increased knowledge related 
to weed identification and herbicide selection and 44% 
increased their knowledge related to pasture planting 
strategies.

•	 Nine youth that attended a 4-H Got Beef Camp, conducted 
by our Production Agriculture Agent, received 19.5 hours 
of education, traveled 270 miles through 4 counties, 
and visited 10 tours stops related to beef production. 
Knowledge related to the beef industry, food safety and 
nutrition increased based on this event. Comments from 
youth indicated they preferred this type of learning 
environment because they got to see the cattle ranch, feed 
mill, livestock market, harvesting facilities first-hand.

•	 Agricultural awareness was provided to the 2017 Florida 
Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Conference by Agents 
from Flagler, Putnam and St. Johns Counties.

•	 Our Commercial Agriculture Agent participated in Ag 
Literacy Day where she read about agriculture to 40 first-
graders in St. Johns County.

•	 At the EPIC Flower and Garden Expo, UF/IFAS Extension 
St. Johns County Horticulture Department educated 
185 individuals on topics including vegetable gardening, 
rain gardens, landscaping with native plants, growing from 
seed, low-volume irrigation and permaculture. Additional 
consultations (283) were provided on rain barrels, plant 
diagnostics and Florida Friendly Landscaping.

•	 As a result of attending workshops provided by our Family 
and Consumer Science Agent, 120 participants gained 
knowledge related to financial management goals, 
savings, credit score basics and record keeping. 39% of the 
participants indicated they would modify a spending habit 
such as building a savings plan and/or an emergency fund.

•	 Fifty people attended the Sea Grant Agent’s World 
Oceans Day event where they learned about microplastics, 
plankton, manatees and whales. Partners (UF Sea Turtle 
Hospital at the Whitney Lab, Whitney Lab Traveling 
Zoo and St Johns River Water Management District) also 
provided exhibits and hands-on activities.

•	 Twenty-one (21) participants successfully completed the 
Safe Staff food safety certification by attending a training 
provided by our Family and Consumer Science Agent.

•	 Since September 2015, more than 1,200 people have 
pledged to reduce their plastic waste generation by 
completing the Sea Grant Agent’s Florida Microplastic 
Awareness Project pledge. In follow-up surveys of 111 
people, 91% report having made at least one behavior 
change to reduce their plastic waste. On average, they 
have adopted four new behaviors.

For more information, visit the UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County Website at  
http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu or contact us at 904-209-0430.


