
Improving the Productivity of Beef Heifers in Florida 
Beef replacement heifers are a necessary but costly part of every cow-calf operation. A decision needs to be 
made to either purchase replacement heifers or raise them on the ranch. This is a long-term decision that will 
affect the ranch for many years through the genetics of the replacement heifers and through equipment and 
management inputs. This 9-page fact sheet provides an analysis of considerations for raising replacements; fac-
tors to consider in selection; and recommendations for nutritional management was  published by the UF De-
partment of Animal Sciences, March 2015.  To learn more, click here:  UF/IFAS EDIS Publication AN132. 
 

Tawny Crazy Ant:  What is it and Why is it Important to You 
Nylanderia fulva is part of a group of ants referred to as “crazy ants” due to their quick and erratic movements. It 
has been reported from 27 counties of Florida and 27 counties of Texas, as well as from Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia. Huge number of workers in infested areas can make human activities uncomfortable and 
difficult. They can infest sidewalks, buildings and gardens, and damage phone lines, air conditioning units and 
computers. They have killed honey bee larvae and used the hives as their nests, and are even displacing red im-
ported fire ants where the two populations overlap in Texas. This 5-page fact sheet was published by the UF De-
partment of Entomology and Nematology in December 2014.  To learn more about the Tawny Crazy Ant, click 
here:  UF/IFAS EDIS Publication EENY610. 
 

Managing Conflicts with Wildlife:  Living with Snakes 
Snakes provide numerous benefits to people and to the environment, by controlling rat and mice populations in 
the environment, for example. Or in the laboratory, where pygmy rattlesnake venom research helped develop 
medicine to thin the blood of heart attack patients. Most snakes are secretive and rarely bother people, but 
there are situations where some snakes can become dangerous. In this 4-page fact sheet, we present some facts 
about snakes, describe dangers they may cause, and provide suggestions on how to cope with these dangers. 
This resource was published by the UF Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation in November 2014.  To 
learn more about snakes, click here:  UF/IFAS EDIS Publication WEC350. 
 
 

What You’ll Find in the NCF Cattle Report: 

The University of Florida IFAS Extension program provides the latest, unbiased, scientifically sound, educational 

materials to our clientele.  The North Central Florida Cattle Report was developed to provide a peek at inter-

esting articles related to your industry in a format that allows you to quickly decide if you want to continue read-

ing.  Not only will you find up-to-date articles, you will also find internet links to excellent resources and a market 

summary for the North Central Florida Cattleman. 
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http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/AN/AN13200.pdf
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/IN/IN107100.pdf
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/UW/UW39500.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Sites of Interest 

Southeast Cattle Advisor Florida Cattle Market Price Watch  USDA ERS Cattle & Beef 

Florida Cattle Identification Rules 

http://www.secattleadvisor.com/
http://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/Florida%20Cattle%20Market%20Price%20Watch/price%20watch%20index.shtml
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/animal-products/cattle-beef.aspx
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Animal-Industry/Florida-Cattle-Identification

