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Wakulla Wonderful 2025
Committee Members
Needed!

Wakulla Wonderful is the annual
celebration of the county’s founding
date. In 2019, Wakulla 4-H members
and volunteers celebrated the day
the county was founded on March
11, 1843 with a birthday party on
the Wakulla County Courthouse
lawn. Since that year, the celebra-
tion has grown to become a full day
festival. In the weeks leading up to
the county’s birthday, the communi-
ty is encouraged to get outside and
Walk Across Wakulla. The 32 mile

walking goal was established in 2021
as a way to celebrate the county
leading up to the festival.

The 2025 festival will be held Satur-
day, March 8 from 10 AM to 2 PM in
the Wakulla Courthouse Square.
Committee meetings begin in Sep-
tember 2024. Adults and youth are
welcome to serve on the com-
mittee!

Want to be part of the Wakulla
Wonderful event? Contact us at the
Wakulla UF/IFAS Extension office at
84 Cedar Avenue or call 850-926-
3931 or email Dr. Rachel Pienta at
r.pienta@ufl.edu.

For more information contact: UF/IFAS Extension Wakulla County
Dr. Rachel Pienta = r.pienta@ufl.edu = (850) 926-3931



4-H
Advisory Council

Members

Returning Members

Verna Brock
Desiree Gorman
Tonya Hobby
Greg James
Quincee Messersmith
Jared Miller
Al Pasini
Welcoming New Members!

Eddie Hand

Novella Franklin
Cerissa Fondo
Lauren Latham

Karen Zak

For more information about

joining the Advisory Council,

please contact Rachel Pienta
at r.pienta@ufl.edu.

Wakulla’s 4-H Featured Clover

Libby Justice joined 4-H in Fall 2023 and quickly started making a
difference. She volunteered with the Gardening, Chicken, and Horse
Clubs. She became a member of the County Council and the Commu-
nications Club. Libby also served on the Community Pride Service Pro-
ject and volunteered her time at the 4-H Summer Camp.

In June, Libby competed at the State Horse Events in Gainesville. She
won 2nd place at the 4-H State Event with her lllustrated Talk “Horse
Coat Genetics: Colors, Patterns & Textures.” Her 2nd place finish qual-
ifies her to compete at Regionals in Georgia in July!

Libby is a great role model for how to
make the most of your
4-H experience.

She will represent the state at
National in Kentucky in November.

Way to GO Libby!




2024 -25 4-H Clubs*

4-H Livestock Club
(Chickens, Goats, & More)

4-H County Council
4-H Club on Wheels
(bikes, skateboards, skates)
4-H Archery
4-H Shotgun
4-H Air Rifle

4-H Future Leaders of
Wakulla (FLOW)

4-H Communications & Pod-
casting

4-H Home School Club
4-H Horse Club
4-H Wildlife Ecology
And more!

* All our clubs are looking for
additional adult volunteers.

Please call 850-901-7092
to schedule a volunteer
interview.

4-H Fall Events

August 24, 2024: Fall Open House
September 21, 2024: International Coastal
Clean-Up and Teen Retreat
September 28, 2024: Forest Ecology Field Trip to
Gainesville
October 5, 2024 Adopt-a-Road Clean Up - Cleaning on
Songbird Avenue
October 6 - 12 National 4-H Week
October 1 — 31 Peanut Butter Challenge
October 26, 2024 Story Walk at Azalea Park
November 7-17, 2024 North Florida Fair
November 16, 2024 4-H Day at the North Florida Fair

For more information, call 850-926-3931 and ask for
Christy, Danielle, or Rachel.




4-H Youth Project
Continues to Make a

Difference

Each year, Wakulla 4-H youth
plan and execute one or more
service projects to benefit the
local community. Prior projects
have included hurricane clean-up
efforts, disaster preparedness
buckets for senior citizens, a rain
barrel installation at the local li-
brary, a senior center prom, and
a Blessing Box at the Extension
office. From 2022-2023, 4-H
youth wanted to engage the com-
munity in efforts to preserve the
natural beauty of Wakulla.

They noted an increase in litter-
ing throughout the community
and partnered with Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful to help raise
awareness and plan a hands-on
effort.

#Y-H CARES %
IR

Youth issued a challenge to the
community to join them in raising
awareness about working togeth-
er to keep the county free of
litter. Youth also interviewed two
community leaders about their
work with Keep Wakulla County

LETTER FROM 4-H
YOUTH LEADERS:

ave you seen a seagul choking on

plasHLr:, nle erawling over broken 8055,

P - animals rummaging through garbage in
ot forests? These situations occr from
the iresponsibiliyof those who dispose
muanted items on the roads, beaches,

- %] and parks. This is LITTERING! Littering

oy Gestroys the homes of wildLfe, makes for

3 o unsafe environment, and takes away
the beauty of our county.

We,the 4-H Youth Leadership.feel there
" o placefor lcring in the mystic
beaaty of Waklla Countythat we callour
o, S0, we invte you,our commurityto
come together for an exciting.
CHALLENGE and help clean Wakalla for
future generations and to help to keep
wildLfe healthy and prosperous
We ill b asking the commurity to help

us take hands-on action to help preserve
our beautiful community.
Signed,representatives of te Wakullo -
' County Council Leadership and
Members ofthe 2022-23 Community
pride Service Project Commiteee: Caden
Grucbel, Vanessa Elderkin, Carter
Cistensen, Carson McCullen, Rylee
Morison, and Lauretta Compton

Beautiful for the Wakulla 4-H
Podcast. You can listen to the
podcast episodes with Jim Davis
and Greg James on Amazon or
Apple podcast streaming services.
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Additionally, the youth worked
with local artist Rachell Mathis to
design three original art pieces to
promote an anti-littering mes-
sage. This artwork is featured on
road signs installed around the
county on major roads. Keep
Wakulla County Beautiful adopt-
ed one of the designs as the 2023
International Coastal Clean Up t -
shirt design!

In 2023, the project was recog-
nized by Keep Florida Beautiful as
Outstanding Collaboration for
2023 and in 2024. One of the
podcast episodes was recognized
as the top 4-H podcast in the na-
tion!

4-H youth continue to clean a lo-
cal road through the Adopt-a-
Road program. Look for the signs
on Songbird Avenue in Crawford-
ville!
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