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The Landscape Design 

Process



Design Process
Know your site -

Inventory and 

analysis

Know your client -

Client needs

Style theme -

conceptual plan

Know your plants -

plant list

Final landscape plan
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Landscape Plan Terms

Plot plan

Plat (site) survey

Right-of-way

Easements

Setbacks/Variances

Covenants (HOA)



Plot Plan

Summarizes all the survey 

information documented for 

a lot

Includes property 

boundaries, right-of-ways, 

setbacks and easements 



Plat (Site) Survey

▪ Property boundaries

▪ House footprint

▪ Easement

▪ Underground lines

▪ Driveway

▪ Concrete or paver 

surfaces



Right-of-Way

Public property includes:

Streets/roads

Sidewalks

Parking strips

Mow strips/swales

Trees

Homeowners responsibility



Easements

Utility maintenance

Stormwater drainage flow

Access to adjacent properties



Setbacks/Variances

Distance from structures to 

property lines

Plants are allowed in setback

Variance allows structures 

closer to the property lines



Covenants (HOA)

Plants

Fence 

Furniture 

Garden 

ornaments

Color palette

Extra setbacks



Site Plan/Base Map



Starting Point
Which should come first, 

client analysis or site 
analysis/inventory? 

Materials/equipment needed 
for site analysis/inventory

Materials needed for client 
analysis



Site Inventory

Sun/Shade Patterns

Plantings

Views

Drainage

Utilities

Structures

Photos 



Inventory Sheet



Site Analysis



Environmental Aspects

Year around weather changes

Views

Onto property

From residence into yard

Off  property

Enhance or hide



Client Starting Point

Future plans

Budget and phases of  

installation

Blank property

Sitescaping



Client Interview Small 

Group Project

Break into groups of  two

Each participate should 

create 10 client interview 

questions and follow 

sequence



Client Interview

All family members

Activities

Maintenance

Favorite colors

Favorite plants

Pets/children

Plant allergies

Example photos



Beginning the Design

Bubble diagram (1st

preliminary design)

Select purposes of  plant 

materials



Plant List
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