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Field Trip Visualization

Exploring the minds interpretations of 
needs and wants

Shared destinations

Landscape design modules and what 
to take home



What is an Ecosystem?

A biological community of interacting 
organisms and their physical 
environment

Biotic factors:  organisms that are alive

Abiotic factors:  influences not alive



Ecosystem Renovation

Residential landscaping infers 
native ecosystem has been or will 
be  altered

What responsibilities do humans 
have to restore?



What is Landscaping?

Customized and functional art

Living art

Interactive and dynamic art

Creating an environment for both 
people and flora/fauna



Tropical Paradise?

Zones 9A-10B

Subtropical

Sandy soil

Wet and dry season

Heat, humidity, insects

 Indigenous wildlife

Low maintenance?



Comparison of Landscapes

Landscape A

 All native

 No turf

 No water

 No fertilizer

 No pesticides

 Weeds hand 

pulled

 Composting

Landscape B

• Natives and 

ornamentals

• Limited 

water

• Some 

fertilizer

• Limited 

pesticides

Landscape C

• Ornamentals

• 50% Turf area

• Fertilizer

• Irrigation

• IPM

• Mulch



Florida-Friendly Landscaping™
Can take any form, style, theme

Landscape management is key



Florida-Friendly Landscaping™

An integrated approach to 
maintaining an attractive, 
colorful, and diverse yard 

 Friendly to wildlife

 Less work than the traditional 
landscape

Created in the mid 1990’s

Goals:  Conserve water and 
protect water quality



Environmental Concerns

Water quality

One of Florida’s greatest 
natural resources is its water

Misuse of fertilizers and 
pesticides can contribute to 
water pollution

60% of Florida’s fresh water is 
used on landscape irrigation



Environmental Concerns

Population Growth

Florida’s population is expected to 
double by 2060

Increased demand for water

Increased pollution

Decreased habitats that filter 
polluted run-off before it returns to 
the aquifer



Population Growth



FFL Program

Created in the mid 1990’s 

Based on 9 principles

 Soil and water quality 

 Storm water runoff 

Non-point source pollution

Yard recognition

 Irrigation evaluations

Rain barrel programs



Florida-Friendly Landscaping™

1) Right Plant, Right Place

2) Water Efficiently

3) Fertilize Appropriately

4) Mulch

5) Attract Wildlife 

6) Manage Yard Pests Responsibly

7) Recycle Yard Waste 

8) Reduce Stormwater Runoff

9) Protect the Waterfront



Wilma J Holley

Before After

Potential



Misconceptions



What does this mean for me?

Opportunity

There is no one right 
look

Many ways to have an 
attractive, sustainable, 
landscape

9 principles are the 
framework













1.  Right Plant, Right Plant
 Select plants based on site 

conditions
 Consider plant characteristics

Mature size
Maintenance needs

 Benefits
 Fewer problems
 Longer lifespan
 Saving money

Steps to Success



Before



After



Before

After



2. Water Efficiently
Water when and where 

plants need it

Establishment

 Irrigation audits

Free (from Extension)

System calibration

Microirrigation

 Smart technology

Steps to Success

https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6tZl9NhvzYOnUvb



3. Fertilize Appropriately
 > 50% slow-release nitrogen 

 Proper scheduling

 Correct amount 

 Proper application and disposal

 Avoid water, impervious surfaces

 Give it a rest! 

No Nitrogen or Phosphorous from 6/1-9/30

Slow release fertilizers in spring

Iron for green-up

Steps to Success



Steps to Success

4. Mulch

Maintain 2-3” layer of mulch

Regulates moisture, temperature

Suppresses weeds

Natural/organic vs. inorganic



Steps to Success
5. Attract (or just conserve) Wildlife

Birds, bees, bats, butterflies, beetles

Frogs, toads

Snakes

Provide shelter

Plant layered and diverse palette

Avoid pesticides



Steps to Success

6. Manage Yard Pests Responsibly

 Integrated Pest Management 

7. Recycle Yard Waste

Compost or reuse leaves and 
trimmings



Steps to Success

8. Reduce Stormwater 
Runoff

 Swales, berms, rain gardens

Minimum of impervious 
surfaces

9. Protect the Waterfront

10’ maintenance-free zone

New areas for landscapes



Before



After



Establishment is a Must

Right Plant, Right Place

Low-maintenance ≠ No 
maintenance

Planning saves time, $, and 
frustration

Ask the experts!



Before



After



Using the FFL Guide
Landscape Design Strategies

Landscape Planning Worksheet

Planting Zones and Plant Keys

Plant List



Landscape Planning 
Worksheet 

To assist with the 
conversion of your 
landscape to a FFL 
landscape

The Landscape 
Worksheet walks 
you through some 
key steps



Planting Zones and Keys

Identify your zone

This key will allow 
you to be site 
selective with your 
planting choices



Florida-Friendly Plants
Organized by 

plant growth 
habit

Remember to 
use your key



Resources

County Extension Office

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/

www.floridayards.org
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu

Local water management 
district: SWFWMD

FFL Design Guide and Plant List

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/
http://www.floridayards.org/
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/yards/
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/publications/files/FFL_Plant_Selection_Guide.pdf


Questions?

Wilma Holley
wholley@scgov.net
941-861-9812

Dr. Pat Williams
williams.p@ufl.edu
941 861-9826

Master Gardener 
Plant Clinics
plantclinic@scgov.net
941-861-9807
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